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They ran the fhip aground: and the fore 
part ftuck faft, and remained unmoveable, but 
the hinder part was broken with the violence 


of the waves. AcTs xxvil. 41- 


Howbeit, we mutt be caft upon a certain 
ifland ; 

Wherefore, firs, be of good cheer : for I 
believe God, that it fhall be even as it was told 
me. Acts xxvii. 26, 25- 

‘ 

Now a th.og was fecretly brought to me, 
and mine ear received a little thereof. 

In thoughts from the vifions of the night, 
when deep fleep falleth on men. 

Jos iv. 12,13 


Lo, all thefe things worketh God oftentimes 
with many, » ’ 
To bring back his foul from the pit, to be 
enlightened with the light of the living. 
| Jou xxxili. 29) 30 
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Behold, God is my falvation; I will truft and not be | 
afraid, for the Lord febovah is my firength and my es 
fong; be alfo is become my falvation. 

And in that day fhall ye fay, Praife the Lord, call upon zit 
his name, declare his doings among the people. f 

Ifaiah xii. 2, 4, | 
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for Moniferrat, and on bis pajjage bis 
friend, the Captain, falls ill and aies. 


VERY day now brought me nearer 

my freedom, and I was impatient 

till we proceeded. again to fea, that J 
might have an opportunity of getting a 
{um large eneugh to purchafe it. I was 
not long ungratified ; for, in the begin- 
ing of the year 1766, my mafter bought 
another floop, named the: Nancy, the 
largeft I had-ever feen, She was partly 
laden, and was to proceed to Philadel- 
phia; our Captain had his choice of 
three; and I was well pleafed he chole 
this, which. was the largeft; for, from 
his having a large veffel, J had more 
goom, and could carry a larger quantity 
of goods with me. Accordingly, when 
we had delivered our old veffel, the Pru- 
dence, and completed the lading of 
the Nancy, having made. near. three 
hundred per cent, by four barrels of 
pork 
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pork-I brought*from Charleftown, I faid 
in as large a cargo as I could, trufting 
“to Ged’s-ptovidence to profper my un- 
dertaking. . With thefe views I failed 
“for Philadelphia. Onur paffage, when 
we drew near the land, I was for the 
“firft time f{urprifed at the fight of fome 
whales, having never: feen any fuch 
darge fea monfters' before; and as we 
failed by the land-one morning |! faw a 
‘puppy whale clofe by ‘the veffel; it 
was about the length of a wherry boat, 


-and it followed usall the day til we pot | 


‘within the Capes. We arrived fafe and 
in good time-at’ Philadelphia, and I fold 
“my goods there-chiefly to the quakers, 
They always appeared to bea very ho- 
neftdifcreet fort of people, and never 
-attemptedto'impofe on me; I-therefore 
Jiked them; and ever after'chofe to deal 
with themiim preference to any others. 
~ One Sunday morning while I was here, 
~as Lwas going to church, I chanced to 
Bes pats 
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pafs a meeting-houfe. The doors being 
open, andthe houfe full of people, it 
excited my curiolity to go in. When 
I entered the houfe, to my great fur- 
prife, I faw a very tall woman ftanding 
in the midft of them, {peaking in an 
audible voice fomething which! could not 
underftand. Having never feen any thing 
of this kind before, I ftood and ftared 
about me for fome time, wondering at 
this odd fcene. As foon as it was over 
I took an opportunity to make inquiry 
about the place and people, when I was 
informed they were called Quakers, I 
particularly afked what that woman I 
faw in the midft of them had faid, but 
none of them were pleafed to Aatisfy 
me; fol quitted them, and foon after, 
as I was returning, I came toa church 
crowded with people; the church-yard 
was full likewife, and a number of 
people were even mounted on ladders, 


looking | 


Pee 4 


looking in at the windows. I thought 


this a ftrange fight, as I had never feen 
churches, either in England or the Weft 
Indies, crowded in this manner. before. 
I therefore made bold to .afk fome 
people the meaning of all this, and they 


told me the Rev. Mr. George Whitfield. 


was preaching. I had often heard of 
this gentleman, and had wifhed to fee 
and hear him; but I had never befare 
had an opportunity. I now therefore 
refolved to gratify myfelf with the fight, 
and I prefféd in-amidft the multitude: 
When IJ got isto the church I faw this 
pious.man exhorting the people withthe 
greateft fervour and earneftnefs, and 
{weating as much as I ever did whilein 
flavery on Montferrat beach. I[ was 


very much ftruck and impreffed with 
this; I thought it ftrange 1 had never 
feen divines exert themfelyes in this 
manner before, and J was no longer at 
a lofs to-account. for the thin congre= 

B 3 | gations 


gations they preached to. When we 
had difcharged our. cargo here, and 
were loaded again, we left this fruitful 


fand.once more, and fet fail for Mont- 


ferrat. My traffic had hitherto fuc- 
ceeced fo well with me, that I thought; 
by felling my goods when we arrived at 
Montferrat, 1 fhould have enough to 
purchafe my freedom, But, as:foon.as 
our vefiel arrived there, my «mafter 
came on board, and:gave orders for us 
toigo to St. Euflatia, and difcharge our 
cargo there, and from thence proceed 
for. Georgia.. Iwas much difappointed 
at'this; but thinking,:as ufual, it.was 
of no ufe to encounter with the decrees 
ef fate, I fubmitted without repining, 
and we went to St. Euftatia, After we 


had difcharged our cargo there we took 


in a live cargo, as we calla cargo of 
flaves. Here I fold: my goods tolerably 
well; but, not being able to lay: out all 
my money in this {mall ifland to.as 

| much 
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much advantage as’ in many other 
places, I laid out only part, and the re- 
mainder I brought away with me neat. 
We failed from hence for Georgia, and 
I was glad when we got there, though 

I had not much reafon to like the place 
from my Jatt adventure in. Savannah ; 
bat [ longed to get back to Montlerrat 
and procure my freedom, which [ ex- 

“pected to be able to purchafe when'l 
returned. As foon-as we ‘arrived here 
} waited on my careful doctor, Mr. 
Brady, to whom | made the moft grate- 
ful acknowledgments in my power for 
his former laindnefs and attention during 
my illnefs, While we were here an odd 

circumftance happened to the Captain 

‘and me, which difappointed us both a 
good deal. A filverfmith, whom we had 

brought to this place fome voyages be- 

fore, agreed with the Captain to return 

with us to the Weft Indies, and pro- 

4nifed at the fame time to» give the 
B 4 Captain 
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Captain a great deal of money, having 
pretended to take a liking to him, and 
being, as we thought, very rich. But 
while we flayed to load our veffel this 
man was taken ill ina houfe where he 
worked, and. in a week’s time became 
very bad. The worfe he grew the 
more he ufed to fpeak of giving the 
Captain what he had promifed him, fo 


‘that he expected fomething confiderable 


from the death of this man, who had no 
wife or child, and he attended him day 


-and nighe; I ufed alfo to go withthe 
Captain, at his own defire, to attend 
him ; efpecially when we faw there was 
‘no appearance of his recovery: and, in 


order to recompenfe me for my trouble, 
the Captain promifed me;ten pounds, 
when he fhould get the man’s property. 


J thought this would be of great fervice 


to me, although I had_ nearly money 
enough to purchafe my freedom, if I 
thould gat fafe this voyage to Montferrat. 

In 
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In this expectation I laid out above 


eight pounds of my money for a fuit of 
fuperfine: clothes to dance with at my 
freedom, which I hoped was then at 
hand. We ftill continued to attend this 
man, and were with him even on the 
laft day he lived, till very late at night, 
when we went on board, After we 
were got to bed, about. one or two 
e’clock in the morning,. the Captain 
was fent for, and informed the man was 
dead. On this he came to my: bed, 
and, waking me, informed me of it, 
and defired me'to get up and procure 
alight, and immediately go to him. F 
told him I was very fleepy, and withed 
he would take fomebody elfe with him 
or elfe, as the man was dead, andcould 
want no farther attendance, to let all 
things remain as they were till the nexe 
morning. ‘No, no,’ faid he, ‘ we will 
« have the money to-night, I cannotwait 


*tillto-morrow; folet us go.’. Accord: 
Bes ingly 


we 4 
ingly I got up and ftruck a light, sand 


away we both went and faw the man as 


dead as we could wifh. The Captain 
faid he would give him a grand burial, 
in gratitude for the promifed treafure 
and defired that all the things belonging 
to the deceafed might be brought forth. 
Among others, there was a -neft of 
trunks of which he had kept the keys 
whilft the man was ill, and when they 
were produced we opened them with 
no {mall eagernefs and expectation ; 
and as there were a great number within 
one another, with much impatience we 
took them one out of the other. At 
laft, when we came to the {malleft, and 
had opened it, we faw it was full of 
papers, which we fuppofed to be notes; 
at the fight of which -our hearts leapt 
for joy; and that inftant. the Captain, 
clapping his hands, cried out, * hank 
‘ God, here it is.’ But when we took up 
the trunk, and began to examine the 


fuppofed 


fa 
fuppofed treafure and long-looked-for 
bounty, (alas! alas! how uncertain and 
deceitful are all human affairs!) what 
had we found! While we thought we 
were embracing a fubftance we graf{ped 
an empty nothing. The whole amount 


that was in the neft of. trunks was only | 


one dollar and. a half; and all that the 
man poffefled would not pay for his 

coffin. Our fudden and exquifite joy was 
mow fucceeded by as fudden and exqui- 

fite pain; and my Captain and J ex- 

Ahibited,. for fome time, moft ridiculous 
figures—piGures of chagrin and difap- 

pointment! We went away greatly 

mortified, and left the deceafed to doas 

well.as he could for himfelf, as we had 

taken fo good care of him when alive 
for nothing. We fet fail once more for 
‘Montferrat, and arrived there fafe; but 

much out of humour with our friend the 

-filverfmith. When we had unladen the 
-veffel, and I had fold my. venture, find- 
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ing myfelf matter of about forty-feven 

pounds, I confulted my true friend, the 

Captain, how I fhould proceed in offer- 

ing my mafter the money for my free- 

dom. He told me to come on a certain 

morning, when he and my matter would 
be at breakfaft together. Accordingly, 
on that morning ] went, and met the 
Captain there, as he had appointed. 
When I went in I made my obeifance 
to my mafter, and with my money ia 
my hand, and many fears in my heare, 
1 prayed him to be as good as’ his 
offer to me, when he was pleafed to 
promife me my freedom as foon as I 
could purchafe it. This fpeech feemed 
to confound him; he began to recoil: 
and my heart that inftant funk within 
me.  * What,’ faid he, ‘ give you your 
‘freedom? Why, where did you get 
‘the money? Have you got forty 
‘ pounds fterling? ‘Yes, fir,” I an- 
fwered. ‘ How did you get it?’ re- 
_ plied 
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plied he. I told him, very honeftly- 
The Captain then faid he knew I got 
the money very honeftly and with 
much induftry, and that I was parti- 
eularly careful. On which my matter 
replied, I got money much fafter than 
he did; and faid he would not have 
made me the promife he did if he had 


thought I fhould have got money fo _ 


foon. '*Come, come,’ faidmy worthy 
Captain, clapping my mafter on the 
back, ‘ Come, Robert, (which was his 
¢ name) I think you muft let him have 
“his freedom ;, you have laid your mo- 
«ney out very well; you have received 
* good intereft for it all this time, and 
‘here is now the principal.at laft.. I 
‘know Guftavus has earned you more 


«than an hundred a-year, and: he will 


‘fill fave you money, as he will not 
‘ leave you:—Come, Robert, take the 
* money.” My mafter then faid, he 
would not be worfe than his promife; 

and, 


[ wm J 
and, taking the money, :tdld me to. go 
to the Secretary at the Regifter Office, 
and. get my wmanumiffion drawn up, 
Thefe words of my. mafter were like 
a voice from heaven)to me:-in an.in- 
Rant all my trepidation was turned into 
unutierable biifs; -and I moft reverently 
bowed myfelf with gratitude, unable to 
exprefs my feelings, but by the over- 
flowing of my eyes, while my true and 
worthy friend, the Captain, congratu+ 
lated us both with a peculiar degree of 
heart-felt pleafure. Asdoon as the firft 
tranfports of my joy were.over, and that 
I had expreffed my thanks to thefe my 
worthy friends in the beft manner I was 
able, I rofe with a heart full of affec- 
tion and reverence, and left the room, 
in or‘er to obey my mafter’s joyful 
mandate of going to the Regifter Of 
fice. “As I was leaving the houfe 1] 
called to mind the words of the Pfalmift, 
in the 126th Pfalm, and like him, ‘I 
* glorified 


rag J 


«-glorified God in: my heart, in whom i 
‘trufted.’ ‘Thefe words had been im- 
preffed:on my mind from the very day 
I was forced from Deptford to the pre- 
fent hour, and I now faw them, as 1 
thought, fulfilled and verified. My 
imagination was al] rapture as I flew to- 
the Regifter.Office, and, in this refpect, 
like the apoftle Peter, * (whofe deliver- 
ance from prifon was fo fudden and ex- 
traordinary, that he thought he was in 
a vifion) I could fearcely believe I was 
awake. Heavens! who could do juftice 
to my feelings at this moment! Not 
-conguering heroes themfelves, in the 
midft of a triumph—Not the tender 
mother who has juft regained her long- 
Joft infant, and preffes it to her heart— 
Not the weary hungry mariner, at the 
fight of the defired friendly port—Not 


the lover, when he once more embraces - 


* Acts, chap, x1. Ver. 9. 


his 


Pes 
his beloved miftrefs, after fhe had been: 
ravifhed from his arms!—All within my 
-breaft was tumult, wildnefs, and de- 
lirium! My. feet. fcarcely touched. the 
ground, for they were winged: with joy, 
and, like Elijah, as he rofe to Heaven, 
they “‘ were with lightning fped as I 
«went on.’ Every one I met I told of 
my happinefs, and blazed about the 
virtue of my amiable mafter and caps 
tain. 

When I got to the office and acquaint 
ed the Regifter with my errand he 
congratulated me on the occafion, and 
told me: he would draw up. my manu- 
miifion for half price, which was a 
guinea. I thanked him for his kind- 


‘nefs; and, having received it and paid 


him, I haftened to my mafter to get him 


to fign it, that I might be fully releafed. 


Accordingly he figned’ the manumiffion 
thatday, fo that, before night, ] who had. 
been a:flave in the morning, trembling 


ate 


a7.) 


“at the will of another, was become my 
own mafter, and completely free. I 
thought this was the happieft day I had 
ever experienced ; and my joy was ftill 
heightened by the bleffings and prayers 
of the fable race, particularly the aged, 
to whom my heart had ever been at- 
tached with reverence. : 


As the form of my manumiffion has 
fomething. peculiar in it, and expreffes 
the abfolute power and dominion cne 
man claims over his fellow, I fhall beg 


Jeave to prefent it before my readers at 
full leneth : 


_ Moaiferrat.—To all men: unto whom 
thefe prefents fhall come: I Robert 
King, of the parith of St. Anthony in 
the faid ifland, merchant, fend greet- 
ing: Know ye, that I the aforefaid Ros 
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BF 
bert King, for and in confideration of 
the fum of feventy pounds current mo- 
ney of the faid ifland, to me in hand. 
paid, and to the intent that a negro 
man-flave, named Guftavus Vafla, thall 
and may -become - free, have manu~ 
mitted, emancipated, enfranchifed, and 
fet free, and by thefe prefents do-manu- 
mit, emancipate, enfranchife, and fet 
free, the -aforefaid negro man-flave, 
named Guftavus Vafla, for ever, hereby 
giving, granting, atid releafing unto 
him, the faid Guftavus Vafla, all. right, 
title, deminion, fovereignty, and, pro- 


perty, which tas lord and mafter over 
the aforefaid: Gufttavus- Vafla, I-had, or 


now I have, or by any means whatfo- 


ever I may or can hereafter poffibly 
have over him the aforefaid negro, for 
ever. In.witnefs whereof I the above- 
faid Robert King’ have unto thefe pre- 
fents fet my hand and feal, this tenth 
day of July, inthe year of our Lord 

one 


Pao] 


Aix, 
Rosert Kixc. 


Signed, fealed, and delivered in the 
pretence of Tersylepay Mont- 
ferrat. 


Regiftered the within manumiffion at 


full length, this eleventh. day of Jeb, 
4766, in liber D, 


TERRYLE GAY, Regifters 


En) fhort, the fair aswell .as black: 


people immediately ftyled me by a new 
appellation, to-me the-moft defirable in: 
the world, -which was Freeman, andat. 
the dances | gave my Georgia fuper- 
fine blue clothes made no indifferent 
appearance,.asI thought. Some of the 
table females, who formerly food aloof, 
now began to relax and appear lefs coy ; 
but my heart was ftill.fixed on London, 
_ where 


ene thotfand -feven hundred and fixty-- 
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where I hoped to be ere, long. So 
that my worthy captain and his owner, 
my late mafter, finding that the bent of 
my mind was towards London, faid to 
me, * We hope you won't leave us, but — 
‘that you will ftill be with the veftels,’ 
Here gratitude bowed me down; and 
none but the generous mind can judge 
of my feelings, ftruggling between in- 
clination and duty. However, not- 
withftanding my with to be in London, 
I obediently anfwered my benefactors 
that I would go in the veffel, and not 
leave them; and from that day I was 
entered on board as an. able-bodied 
failor, at thirty-fix fhillings per month, 
befides what perquifites I could make, 


My intention was to. make a voyage or 


two, entirely to pleafe thefe my ho- 
noured patrons; but I determined that 
the year following, if it pleafed God, I 
would fee Old England once more, and 
furprife my old mafter, Capt. Pafcal, 

~ whe 
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who was hourly in my mind; forI ftill 
loved him, notwithftanding his ufage 
of me, and I pleafed myfelf with think- 


what the Lord had done for me in fo 
fhort a time, inftead of being, as he 


of reveries I ufed often to entertain my- 
felf, and fhorten the time till my return ; 
and now, being as in my original free 
African ftate, I embarked on board the 
Nancy, after having got all things 
ready for our voyage. In this flate of 
ferenity we failed for St. Euftatia ; and, 


we foon arrived there: after taking our 
While we were there, as ufual, I ufed to 
go for the cargo up the fivers in boats ; 


and on this bufinefs I have been fre- 


yery 


ing of what he would fay when he faw 


might perhaps fuppofe, under the cruel 
yoke of fome planter. With thefe kind 


having {mooth feas and calm weather, 


cargo on board; we proceeded to Sa-- 
vannah in Georgia, in Auguft, 1766. 


quently befet by alligators, which were 
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J 
“very numerous on that coaf, and: Ihave 
thot many of them when they have been 
near getting into our boats : which we 
-have with great’ difficulty fométimes 
prevented, and have béen very: much 
frightened at them, I have feena 
young. one fold in Georgia’ alive: for 
fix pence: During our fay at this place, 


one. evening.a flave belonging’ to Mer. 


Read, a-merchant of ‘Savannah, came 
near our-veflel, and. began to ufe me 


very ill, :L.entreated him, with all the 


patience'l:was mafter.of, todefift, ast 
knew. there was little or no law for a 


“free negro here; but ithe fellow, inftead 
-of taking my advice, perfevered in ‘his 


nfults, and-even ftrucksme. At this! 
oft! all temper, and fell-on hinvand 
‘beat himfoundly. The next morfing 
-his:mafter came tovour'veffel as we lay 
-alongtide the wharf, and: defired .me 
-tovcome: afhore that-he might ‘have me: 
‘flogged all-round the town, -for. beating 

I his 
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‘his negro flave. 1 told him he ‘had in- 
fulted me, and -had given the: provo- 

cation, by firft firiking.me. Jshad told 
my. captain alfo the whole affair that 
morning, and wifhed him to have gone. 
long. with me to Mr. Read, to prevent 
bad.confequences; but he faid that it 
did. not fignify,. and. if..Mr. Read daid 
any thing he would make. matters up, 
and had defired. me).to go to work, 


which I accordingly did. ‘he Captain 


being. on: board when Mr. Read came, 
Jhe-told: him:J was a free man; and. 
when’ Mr. Read ‘applied to him to-de~ 
diver me: up, he {aid he: knew nothing 
of the matter, IJ was aftonifhed and 
frightened at’ this, andi thought I had 
better keep where I wassthan go afhore 
and be flogged round the town; with- 
out judge or jury. J therefore refufed 
to flir; and Mre Read went away, 
wearing he would ‘bring all the»con- 
tables in thetowny for.he would have 
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fhe out of the veffel. When he was 
gone, I thought his threat might prove 
too true to my forrow; and I was con- 


firmed in this belief, as well by the 


many inftances I had feen of the treat- 
ment of free negroes, as from a fact 
that had happened within my own know- 
ledge here a fhort time before. There was 
a free black man, a carpenter, that 
I knew, who, for afking a gentle- 
man that he worked for for the money 
he had earned, was put into gaol; and 
afterwards this opprefled man was fent 
from Georgia, with falfe accufations, 
ef an intention to fet the gentleman’s 
houfe. on fire, and run away with his 
flaves. I was therefore much embar- 
raffled, and very apprehenfive of a 
fogging at leaft. I dreaded, of all 
things, the thoughts of being ftriped, 
as I never in my life had the marks of 
any violence of that kind. At that in- 
ftant a rage feized my foul, and fora 
3 little 
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little I determined to refift the firft man _ 
that fhould offer to lay violent hands on 


me, or bafely ufe me without a trial; 
for I would fconer die like a free man, 


than fuffer myfelf to be feourged by the 


hands of. ruffians, and my blood drawn 
like a flave. The captain and others, 


more cautious, advifed me to make hafte © 


and conceal myfelf; for they faid Mr. 


Read was avery fpiteful man, and he 
would foon come on board with con- 
ftablesand take me. At firft I refufed 
this counfel, being determined to fland 
my ground; but at length, by the 
prevailing entreaties of the captain 
and Mr. Dixon, with whom he lodged, 
I went to Mr. Dixon’s houfe, which was 


a little out of town, at a place called 
Yea-ma-chra.. I was but juft gone 
when Mr. Read, with the conftables, 
came for me, and fearched the vefiel ; 

but, not finding me there, he fwore he’ 
- would have me dead or alive. I was 
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fecreted about five days; however, the 
good character which my captain always 
gaveme as well as fome other gentlemen 
who alfo knew me, procured me fome 
friends. At laft fome of them told my 
captain that he did not ufe me well, in 
fuffering me thus to be impofed upon, 
and faid they would fee me redrefied, and 
get me on board fome other vefiel. My 
captain, on this, immediately went to 
Mr. Read, and told him, that ever fince 
I eloped from the veffel his work had 
been neglected, and he could not go on 
with her loading, himfelf and mate not 
being well; and, as ] had managed 
things on board for them, my abfence 
muft retard his voyage, and confe- 
quently hurt the owner; he therefore 
begged of him to forgive me, as he faid 
he never had any complaint of me be- 
fore, for the many years that I had been 
with him. After repeated entreaties, 
Mr. Read faid 1 might go to hell, and 
that 
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that he would not meddle with me; on 
which my captain came immediately 
to me at his lodging, and, telling me 
how pleafantly matters had gone on, he 
defired me to go on board. Some of 
my other friends then afked him if he 
had got the conftable’s warrant fron 
them; the captain faid, No. On this I 
was defired by them to ftay in the houfe; 
and they faid they would get me on 
board of fome other veffel before the 
evening. When the captain heard this 
he became almoft diftrafed. He went 
immediately for the warrant, and, after 
uling every exertion in his power, he 
at laft got it from my hunters; but I 
had all the expenfes to pay. After I 
had thanked all ‘my friends for their at- 
tention, I went on board again to my 
work, of which I had always plenty. 
We were in hafte to complete our lad- 
ing, and were to carry twenty head of 
cattle with us to the Weft Indies, where 
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they are a very profitable article. In 
order to encourage me in working, and 
to make up for the time I had loft, my 


‘captain promifed me the privilege of 


carrying two bullocks of my own with 
me; and this made me work with re- 
doubled ardour. As foon as I had got 
the veffel loaded, in doing which I was 
obliged to perform the duty of the mate 
as well as my own work, and that the 
bullocks were near coming on board, I 
afked the captain leave to bring my 
two, according to his promife ; but, to 
my great furprife, he told me there was 
no room for them. I then afked him 
to permit me to take one; but he faid 
he could not.» I was a good deal morti- 
Sed at this ufage, and told him I had 
no aun that he intended thus to im- 
pofe on me; nor could I think well of 
any man that was fo much worfe than 
his word. On this we had fome dif- 


agreement, and I gave him to under- 
ftand, 
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ftand, that I intended to leave the 
veffel. At this he appeared to be very 
much dejected; and our mate, who had 
been very fickly, and whofe duty had 
long devolved upon me, advifed him to 
perfuade me to flay: in confequence of 
which he fpoke very kindly to me, 
making many fair promifes, telling me 
that, as the mate was fo fickly, he could 
not do without me, ana that, as the 
fafety of the veffel and cargo depended 
sreatly upon me, he therefore hoped 
that I would not be offended at what 
had pafled between us, and fwore he 


would make up all matters when we 


arrived in the Weft Indies; fo I con- 
fented to flave onas before. Soon after 
this, as the bullocks were coming on 
board, one of them san at the captain, 
and butted him fo furioufly in the 
breaft, that he never recovered of the 
blow. In order to make me fome 


amends for his treatment about the bul- 
Cie locks, 
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locks, the captain now preffed me very 
much to take fome turkeys, and other 
fowls, with me, and gave me liberty to 
take as many as I could find room for: 
but I told him he knew very well I had 
never carried any turkeys before, as I 
always thought they were fuch tender 
birds that they were not fit to crofs the 
feas. However, he continued to prefs 
me to buy them for once; and, what 
was very furprifing to me, the more I 
was again{t it, the more he urged my 
taking them, infomuch that he enfured 

me from all loffes that might happen by 
them, and I was prevailed on to take 

.them; but I thought this very ftrange, 
as he had. never aéted fo with me be- 

fore. This, and not being able to dif- 

pofe of my paper-money in any other 
way, induced me at length to take four 
dozen. The turkeys, however, I was 
fo diffatisfied about that I determined 


to make no more voyages to this quar- 
ter, 


piety 


ter, nor with this captain, and was 


very apprehenfive that my free voyage 
would be the worft I had ever made, 
Wefet failfor Montferrat. The captain 
and mate had been both complaining of 
ficknefs when we failed, and as we pro- 
ceeded on our voyage they grew worle, 
This was about November, and we had 
not been long at fea before we began 
to meet with ftrong northerly gales and 
rough feas; and in about feven or 
‘eight days all the bullocks were near 
being drowned, and four or five of 
‘thém died. Our veffel, which had not 
‘been tight at firft, was much lefs fo 
now ; and, though we were but nine in 
‘the whole, including five failors and 
‘myfelf, yet we were obliged to attend to 
‘the pumps every half or three quarters 
of an hour. The captain and mate 
came on deck as often as they were 
able, which was now but feldom; for 
they declined fo faft, that they were not 
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well enough to make obfervations above 
four or five times the whole voyage. 
The whole care of the veffel refted, 
therefore, upon me, and I was obliged 
to dire& her by my former experience, 
not being able to work a traverfe. The 
captain was now very forry he had not 
taught me navigation, and protefied, if 
ever he fhould get well again, he would 
not fail to do fo; but in about feven- 
teen days his illnefs increafed fo much, 
that he was obliged to keep his bed, 
continuing fenfible, however, till the 
laft, conftantly having the owner’s inte- 

reft at heart; for this juft and benevo- 
lent man ever appeared much con- 
cerned about the welfare of what he 
was intrufted with. When this dear 
friend found the fymptoms of death 
approaching, he called me by my name; 
and, when I came to him, he afked 
(with almoft his laft breath) if he had 
ever done me any harm? ‘ God forbid 
‘ T fhould 


bowed 3: 


‘I fhould think fo,’ I replied, ¢ I fhould 
‘ then be the moft ungrateful of wretches 
© to the beft of benefators.’ While I was 
thus expreifing my affection and forrow 
by his bedtide, he expired without fay- 
ing another word; and the day follow- 
ing we committed his body to the 
deep. Every man on board loved this 
man, and regretted his death; but I 
was exceedingly affected at it, and J 
found that I did not know, till he was 
gone, the ftrength of my regard for 
him. Indeed I had every reafon in the 
world to be attached to him; for, befides 
that he was in general mild, affable, 
generous, faithful, benevolent, and juft, 
he was to me a friend and a father; 
and, had it pleafed Providence that he 
had died but five months before, I 
verily believe [ fhould not have obtained 
my freedom when I did; and it is not 
improbable that I might not have been 
able to get it at any rate afterwards. 
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The captain being dead, the mate came 
tn the deck, and made fuch obferv- 
ations as he was able, but to no pur- 
pofe. In the courfe of a few days more, 
the few bullocks that remained were 
found dead; but the turkies I had, 
though on the deck, and expofed to fo 
auch’ wet and bad weather, did well, 
and I afterwards gained near three bun- 
dred per cent. on the fale of them; fo 
that in the event it proved a happy cir- 
cumftance for .me that I jhad not 
bought the bullocks I intended, for 
they muft have perifhed with the reft ; 
and I could not help looking .on this, 
otherwife trifling circumftance, asa par- 
ticular providence of God, and I was 
thankful accordingly. The care of the 
veflel took up all my time, and engaged 
my attention entirely. As we were now 
out of the variable winds, I thought I 
hould not be much puzzled to hit upon 


the iflands. I was perfuaded I fleered 
right 
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right for Antigua, which I withed to 

reach, as the neareft to us; and inthe 

courfe of nine or ten days we made this. 
ifland, to our great joy; and the next 

day after we came fafe to Montferrat. 

Many were furprifed when they heard 

ef my conducting the floop into the 
port, and I now obtained a new appel- 

ation, and was called Captain. This 

elated me not a little, and it was quite 

flattering to my vanity to be thus ftyled 
by as high a title as any free man in this 

place poffeffed. When the death of the 

captain became known, he was much 

regretted by all who knew him; for he 

was a man univerfally refpected. Atthe 

fame time the fable captain loft no 

fame ; for the fuccefs I had met with 
increafed the affection of my friends in. 
no {mall meafure. 
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The author, to oblise Mr. King, once move 
embarks for Georgia in one of his veffels— 
A new captain is appointed —They fail, 
and fleer a new courfe—Three remarkable 
dreams-——The wveffel 1s foipwrecked. on 
the Babama bank, but the crew are 
preferved, principally by means of the 
author-—He fets out from the ifland with 
the captain, in a fmall boat, in queft of a 
foip — Their diftrels — Meet with a 

wrecker — Sail for Providence — Are 
overtaken again by a terrible florm, and 
are all near perifhing—Arrive at New 
Providence—The author, after fome time, 
fails from thence to Georgia—Meets witb 
another florm, and is obliged to put back 
and refit—Arrives at Georgia—Meets 
new impofitions—T wo white men attempt 
0 


eee 
io kidaap bim—Oficiates as a parfon at 
a funeral ceremony—Bids adieu to Geor- 
gia, and fails for Martinico. 


As I had now, by the death of my 
captain, loft my great benefactor and 
friend, I had little inducement to ‘re- 
main longer in the Weft Indies, except 
my gratitude to Mr. King, which | 
thought I had pretty well difcharged 
in bringing back his veffel fafe, and 
delivering his cargo to his fatisfaGtion. 
I began to think of leaving this part of 
the world, of which I had been long 
tired, and returning to England, where 
my heart had always been; but Mr. 
King ftill preffed me very much to 
{tay with his veffel; and he had done 
fo much for me that I found myfelf un- 
able te refufe his requefts, and con- 
fented to go another voyage to Georgia, 
as the mate, from his ill {tate of health, 
was quite ufelefs in the veffel. Accord 


ingly 
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ingly a new captain was appointed, 
whofe name was William Phillips, an 
old acquaintance of mine ; and, having 
refitted our veflel, and taken feveral 
flaves on board, we fet fail for St. 
Euftatia, where we flayed but a few 
days; and on the 3oth of January 1767 
we fteered for Georgia. Our new cap- 
tain boafted ftrangely of his fkill in 
navigating and conducting a veffels. 
and in confequence of this he fteered a 
new courfe, feveral points more to the 
weftward than we ever did before ; this 
appeared to me very extraordinary. 

On the fourth of February, which 
was foon after we had got into our new 
courfe, I dreamt the fhip was wrecked 
amidtt the furfs and rocks, and that I 
was the means of faving every one on 
board; and on the night following I. 
dreamed the very fame dream. Thefe 
dreams however made no impreilion on 
my mind; and the next evening, it be- 


ing 
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ing my watch below, I was pumping 
the veffel a little after eight o’clock, 
juft before I went off the deck, as is 
the cuftom; and being weary with the 
duty of the day, and tired atthe pump, 
(for we made a good deal of water) 
I began to exprefs my ,impatience, 
and I uttered with an oath, ‘ Damn the 
‘ veflel’s bottom out.’ But my con- 
fcience inftantly {mote me for the ex- 
prefion. When I left the deck I went 
to bed, and had fcarcely fallen afleep 
when I dreamed the fame dream again 
about the fhip that I had dreamt the 
two preceeding nights. At twelve 
o’clock the watch was changed ; and, 
as | had always the charge of the cap- 
tain’s watch, I then went upon deck. 
At half after one in the morning the 
man at the helm faw fomething under 
the lee-beam that the fea wafhed againit, 
and he immediately called to me that 
there was a grampus, and defired me 


to - 
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to look at it. Accordingly I ftood up 
and obferved it for fome time; but, 


when I faw the fea wath up againft it 


again and again, I faid it was not 
a fifh but a rock. Being foon certain 
of this, 1 went down to the captain, 
and, with fome confufion, told him the 
danger we were in, and defired him to 
come upon deck immediately. He 
faid it was very well, and I went up 
again. As foon as I was upon deck 
the wind, which had been pretty high, 
having abated a little, the veffel began 
to be carried fideways towards the rock, 
by means of the current. Still the 
captain did not appear. I therefore 
went to him again, and told him the 
veffel was then near a large rock, and 
defired he would come up with fpeed. 
He faid he would, and I returned to 
‘the deck. When I was upon the deck 
again 1 faw we were not above a piftol 
fhot from the rock, and I heard.the 
noife 
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-noife of the breakers all arounds us. I 


was exceedingly alarmed at this; and 
the captain having not yet come on the 
deck I loft all patience; and, growing 
quite enraged, J ran down to him again, 
and afked him why he did not come 
up, and what he could mean by all this ? 
« The. breakers,’ {aid I, ‘ are round us, 
‘and the veffel is almoft on the rock.’ 
With that he came on the deck with 
me, and we tried to put the veflel 
about, and get her out of the current, 
but. all to ne purpofe, the wind being 
very {mall. We then called all hands 
up immediately ; and after a little we 
got up one end of a cable, and faft- 
ened it to the anchor. By this time 
the furf was foaming round us, and 
made a dreadful noife on the breakers, 
and the very moment we let the an- 
chor go the veffel ftruck againft the 
rocks. One {well now fucceeded an- 
other, as it were one wave calling on 

its 
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its fellow: the roaring of the billows 
increafed, and, with one fingle heave 
of the fwells, the floop was pierced and 
transfixed among the rocks! Ina mo- 
ment a fcene of horror prefented itfelf 
to my mind, fuch as I never had’ con- 
ceived or experienced before. All my 
fins ftared me in'the face ; and: efpe- 
cially, I thought that’ God had hurled 
his direful vengeance on my guilty 
head for curfing the veffel-on which 
my life’ depended. “My fpirits at this 


forfodk me, and T expected’ every 'mo-. 
‘ment ‘to goto the bottom: I deter- 


mined if I fhould ftill be faved that I 
would never fwear again. And in’the 
midft of my diftrefs, while the dreadful 
furfs were dafhing with unremitting fury 
among the rocks, I remembered the 
Lord, though fearful that I was unde- 
ferving of forgivenefs, and I thought 
that as he had often delivered he might 
yet deliver; and, calling to mind the 
many 


a ae 


many mercies he had fhewn me in 
times paft, they gave me fome {mall 
hope that he might ftill help me. oI 
then began to think how we might be 
faved ; and I believe no mind was ever 
like mine fo replete with inventions 
and confufed with fchemes, though 
how to efcape death I knew not. The 
captain immediately ordered the hatches 
‘to be nailed down on the flaves in the 
hold, whete there were above twenty, 
all of whom muft unavoidably have pe- 
rifhed if he had been obeyed. ‘When 
he defired the man to nail down the 
hatches I thought that my fin was the 
caufe of this, and that God would 
charge me with thefe people’s blood. 
- This thought rufhed upon my mind 
‘that inftant with fuch violence, that it 
quite overpowered me, and I fainted. 
I recovered juft as the people were 
about to nail down the hatches; per- 
ceiving which, I defired them to ftop. 
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The captain then faid it muft be done: 
Jafked him why? He faid that every 


one would endeavour to get into the 
boat, which was but fmall, and thereby 
we fhould be drowned; for it would 
not have carried above ten at the molt. 
I could no longer reftrain my emotion, 
and I told him he deferved drowning 
for not knowing how to navigate the 
veffel; and I believe the people would 
have toffed him overboard if I had 


given them the leaft hint of it. How-- 


ever the hatches were not nailed down; 
and, as none ,of us could leave the 
veffel then on account of the darknefs, 
and as we knew not where to go, and 
were convinced befides that the boat 
could not furvive the furfs, we all faid 
we would remain on the dry part of 
the veffel, and truft to God till day- 
light appeared, when we fhould know 
better what to do. 

I then advifed to get the boat pre- 
pared 
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pared againft morning, and fome of us’ 


began to fet about it; but fome aban- 
doned all care of the fhip and them- 
felves, and fell to drinking. Our boat 
had a piece out of her bottom near 
two feet long, and we had no mate- 
rials to mend her; however, neceffity 


_ being the mother of invention, 1 took 


fome pump feather and nailed it to 
the broken part, and plaftered ‘it over 
with tallow-greafe. And, thus prepar- 
ed, with the utimoft anxiety of mind 
we watched for day-light, and thought 


every minute an hour till’ 46 appeared. . 


At laft it faluted our longing eyes, 


and kind Providence accompanied its 
approach with what was no {mall 


comfort to us; for the dreadful fwell 
began to fubfide; and the next thing 
that we difcovered to raife our droop- 
ing fpirits, was a {mall key or ifland, 
about five or fix miles off; but a barrier 


- foon prefented itfelf; for there was not — 
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water enough for our boat to go over 
the reefs, and this threw us again inte 
a fad confternation; but there was no 
alternative, we were therefore obliged. 
to put but few. in the boat at onces 
and, what is ftill worfe, all of us were 
frequently under the necefflity of get- 
ting out to drag and lift it over the 
reefs, This coft us much labour and 
fatigue; and, what was yet more dif- 
treffing, we could not avoid having 


-our legs cut and torn very much with 


the rocks. There were only four peo- 
ple that would work with me at the 
oars; and they confifted of three black 
men and a Dutch creole failor; and, 
though we went with the boat five 
times that day, we had no others to 
afift us. But, had we not worked in 
this manner, I really believe the peo- 
ple could not have been faved ; for not 
one of the white men did any thing to 
preferve their, lives; and. indeed they » 
a foon 
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foon got fo drunk that they were not 
able, but lay about the deck like {wine, 
fo that we were at laft obliged to lift 
them into the boat and carry them on 
fhore by force. This want of affiftance 
made our labour intolerably fevere; in- 
fomuch, that, by putting on fhore. fo 


often that day, the fkin was entirely 
—«Ctript off my hands, 


However, we continued all the day 


to toil and ftrain our exertions, till we 


had brought all on board fafe to the 
fhore; fo that out of thirty-two people 


we loft not one. My dream now re- 
turned upon my mind with all its force; 


it was fulfilled in every part; for our 
danger was the fame I had dreamt of : 


and I could not help looking on my- 


felf-as the. principal inftrument in ef- 
-fecting our deliverence ; for, owing to 


fome of our people getting drunk, the 


reft_ of us were obliged to double our 


exertions; and it was fortunate we 
did, 


‘ 


SS 


a 


ee 
SSS = —= = 


ees 


OPE Ba ape k AG, 
ses ae ty 


Ril 


did, for in a very little time longer 


the patch of leather on the boat would — 


have been worn out, and fhe would 


have been no longer fit for fervice. — 


Situated as we were, who could think 
that men fhould be fo carelefs of the 
danger they were in? for, if the wind 
had but raifed the fwell as it was when 
the vefiel ftruck, we muft have bid a 
final farewell to all hopes of deli- 
verance; and though, I warned the 
people who were drinking and en- 
treated them to embrace the moment 
of deliverance, neverthelefs they per- 
fitted, as if not pofleffed of the leaft 
{park of reafon. I could not help 
thinking, that, if any of thefe people 
had been loft, God would charge me 
with their lives, which, perhaps, was 
one caufe of my labouring fo hard for 
their prefervation, and indeed every 
one of them afterwards feemed fo fen- 
fible of the fervice I had rendered 
5 them, 
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them; and while we were on the key 
Lwasa kindof chieftain amonett thent, 
I brought fome limes, oranges,-and le- 
mons-afhore; and, finding it ‘to’ be'a 
good foil where we werey [' planted: fe 
veral of thenJas:a: token ‘to anyone 
that might. be caf away: hereafter: 
This key, as we afterwards found, was 
éne of the Bahama iflands, which ¢on- 
Gift of a clufter of large’ iflands; with 
fmaller ones or keys, as they are called's 
interfperfed among them. It was about 
a mile in-circumference, witha white 
fandy, beach rtinning in !a regular order 
along its, Om that :part of 1t where we: 
firft attempted to land» there :ftood. 
fome very:large birds, ‘called flamin= 
goes: thefe, from) the reflection of 
the fun, appeared to us at a little dif- 
tance as large.as men and, when they. 
walked backwards and forwards, we: 
could not conceive what they were: 
our captain fwore they were cannibals. 
| Vou. I. D This 
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This created a great panic among us} 
and we held a confultation how to a&. 
‘Zhe captain wanted to go to a key 
that was within fight, but a great way 
off; but -I. was againft it, as in fo 
doing we fhould not be able to fave 
all the people; § And therefore,’ faid I, 
‘let us go on fhore here, and perhaps 
‘ thefe cannibals may take to the water.’ 
Accordingly we fteered towards them; 
and when we approached them, to our 
very great joy and no lefs wonder, they 
walked off one after the other very de- 
kiberately ; and at laft they took flight 
and relieved us entirely from our fears. 
About the key thereiwere turtles and 
feveral forts of fifth in fuch abundance 
that we caught them without bait, 
which was a great relief to us after the 
falt provifions ‘on board. There was 
alfo a large rock on the beach, about 
ten feet high, which was in the form 
af a ‘punch-bowl at the top; this we 
M4 could 
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could not help thinking Providence 
jhad ordained to fupply us with rain- 
water : and it was fomething fineular 
that, ifwe did not take the water when 
it rained, in fome little time after it 
would turn as fale as fea-water. 

Our firft care, after refrefhment, 
was to make ourfelves tents to lodge in, 


which we did as well as we could with | 


fome fails we had brought from the 
fhip. We then began to think how 


we might get from this place, which 


was quite uninhabited; and we deter- 
mined to repair our boat, which was 
very much fhattered, and to put to fea 
in queft of a fhip or fome inhabited 


ifland. It took us up however eleven 


days before we could get the boat 
ready for fea in the manner we wanted: 
it, with a fail and other neceflaries. 
When we had got all things prepared 
the captain wanted me to ftay on fhore 
while he went to fea in queft of a +ef- 
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fel to takeall the people off the Key; 
but this I refufed; and the captain and 
myfelf, with five more, fet off in the 
boat towards New. Providence. We 
had no more than two mufket load of 
gun-powder with us if any thing fhould 
happen; and our ftock of provitions 
confifted of three gallons of rum, four 
of water, fome falt beef,, fome bifcuit ; 
and in this manner; we proceeded to 
fea, 
On the Bebe day of our voyage 
we came to an ifland called Obbico, 
the largeft.of the Bahama iflands.. We 
swere;much in, want of: water; for by 
this ‘time eur water was” expended, 
and we were exceedingly fatigued in 
pulling: two days in the heat of the 
fun;, and it being late in the evening 
we hauled the boat afhore to try fe 
water sand. remain during the night : 


when we came afhore we fearched for 


water, but could find none. When 
it 
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it was dark, we made a fire around us 
for fear of the wild beafts, as the place 
was an entire thick wood, and we took 
it by turns to watch. In this fituation 
we found very little reft, and waited 
with impatience’for the morning. As 
foon as the light appeared: we. fet off 
again with our boat, in hopes of find- 
ing affiftance ‘during the day... We 
_ were now much dejeéted and weakenéd 
by pulling the boat; for our fail was of 
no ufe, and we were almoft famithed for 
want of freth water to drink.: We had 
nothing left*to eat but falt beet, and 
that we could not ufe without water. 
In this fituation we toiled all day in 
fight of the ifland, which was-very longs 
inthe eveniig, feeing no relief, we 
made afhore again, and. faftened our 
boat. We then went to look for freth 
water, being quite faint for the want 
of it; and we dug and fearched about 
for fome all the remainder of the even- 
D 3 - ing, 
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ing, but could not find one drop, fo 
that our dejection at this period became 
exceffive,. and our terror fo great, that 
we expected nothing but death to de- 
liver us, We could not touch our 
beef, which was as falt as brine, with- 
out frefh water; and we were in the 
greate{t terror from the apprehenfion 
of wild beafts. When unwelcome 
night came we acted as on the night 


before ; and the next morning we tet. 


off again from the ifland in hopes of 
feeing fome veffel. In this manner we 
toiled as well as we were able till four 
o’clock, during which we pafled feve- 
ral keys, but could not meet with a 
fhip; and, ftill famifhing with thirft, 
went afhore on one of thofe keys again 
in hopes of finding fome water. Here 
we found fome leaves with a few drops 
of water in them, which we lapped 
with much .eagernels; we then dug in 


feveral places, but without fuccefs. 
hs Saeane 
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As we were digging holes in fearch of 
water there came forth fome very thick 
and black ftuff; but none of us could 
touch it, except the poor Dutch 
Creole, who drank above a quart of it 
as eagerly as if ithad beenwine. We 
tried to catch fith, but could not; and 
we now began to repine at our fate, 
and abandon ourtelves todefpair ; when, 
in the midit of our murmuring, the 
captain all at once cried out ‘ A fail! 
‘a fail! a fail! This gladdening 
found was like a reprieve to a con- 
vit, and we all inftantly turned to 
look at it; but ina little time fome.of 
us began to be afraid it was not a fail. 
However, at a venture, we embarked 
and fteered after it; and, in half an 
hour, to our unfpeakable joy, we plainly 
faw that it was a veffel. At this our 
_ drooping fpirits revived, and we made 
towards her with all the {peed ima- 
ginable. *When we came near to her, 
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swe found fhe was.a. little floop, about 
the; fize of a Gravefend hoy, and quite 
fall of people ;, a. circumftance which 
we could not make_out . the. meaning 
of, Our captains who was a Welch- 
ian, fwore that they. were pirates, and 
would kill, us, | I, faid, be that as it 
might t, we sty board her if we. were 
to die f for ifs and, af. they fhould not 
rece ve. us kindly, we mutt oppote 
then, as well as we “could ; for there 
was, ‘no alternative between. chai pe 
‘Tithing and our's., This counfel was 


‘immediately taken; and T really be- 


Neve that the captain, myfelf, and the 


‘Batchman,. would then have faced 
‘twenty men. We had “two cutlafies 


‘and. a mufquet, that I brought 3 in :.the 


‘boat ; “and, in this fituation, we rowed 
‘alongfide, and immédiately _ boarded 
her. I believe there were about forty 
hands on board ; but how great was 
our + furprife, as ea as Wwe got on 
sti 


ee 
board, to find that the major part of 
them were in the fame Zor ie tp as 
ourtelves! 

They belonged to a whaling fchoon- 
er that was wrecked two days. before 
us about nine miles to the north. of 
our veffel. When fhe was wrecked 
fome of them had taken to their boats 
and had left fome of their people and 
property on a key, in the fame manner 
as we had done; and were going, like 
us, to New Providence in queft of a 
fhip, when they met with this little 
floop, called a wrecker; their employ 
ment in thofe feas being to look. after 
wrecks. They were then going’ to 
take the remainder of the people bes 
longing to the fchooner;. for which 
the wrecker was to have all things ‘be- 


longing tothe veffel, and likewife their. 


people’s help to get what they .could 
out of her, and were then to carry the 
crew to New Providence, 
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We told the people of the wrecker 
the condition of our veffel, and we 
made the fame agreement with them 
as the {chooner’s people; and, on their 
complying, we begged of them to go 
to our key dire@tly, becaufe our people 
were in want of water. They agreed, 
therefore, to go along with us firlt; and 
in two days we arrived at the key, to 
the inexpreflible joy of the people that 
we had left behind, as they had been 
reduced to great extremities for want 
of water in our abfence. Luckily for 
us, the wrecker had now more people 
on board than fhe could carry or vic- 
tual for any moderate length of time; 
they therefore hired the {chooner’s 
people to work on our wreck, and 
we'left them our boat, and embarked 
for: New Providence. | 
. Nothing cowld have’ been more for- 
tunate than our “meeting with this 
wrecker, for New Providence was at 
| | fuch 
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fuch a diftance that. we never) could 
have reached *it:in our~ boats: ‘The 
ifland’. of ‘Abbico was much longer 
~than we expected; and it-was not: tll 
after failing for three or four days that 
we got fafe to the farther end of it, 
towards New Providence. Whent we 
arrived there we watered, and gota 
good many lobfters and other fhell- 
fifh; which proved a great elief to us, 
as‘ur provifions and water were almoft 
exhaufted. Wethen proceeded on our 
voyage; but the day after we left the 
ifland, late in the evening, and whilft 
we were yet among tt the Bahama 
keys, we were overtaken by a vio- 
lent gale of wind, fo that we were 
obliged to cut away the mafts. The 
veffel was very near _ foundering ; 
for fhe parted from her: anchors, 
and ftruck feveral times’ on the 
fhoals. Here we expected every mi- 
nute that fhe would have gone to 
pieces, and each moment to be our 
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‘Yafts fo much fo that my old captain 
-and fickly ufelefs mate, and feveral 
“others, fainted; and death ftared us in 
the face onevery fide. All the fwearers 
-on board. now began to call on the 
God of Heaven to affift them: and, 
fare enough, beyond our compre- 
henfion he did affift us, and in a mira- 
-culous: manner delivered us! In the © 
very height of our extremity the wind 
dulled for afew minutes; and, although 
the fwell was high beyond exprefiion, 
" two'mien,- who were expert fwimmers, 
attempted to go to the buoy of the an~ 
chor, which we ftill faw on the water, 
at fome diftance, in a little punt that 
‘belonged to the wrecker,. which was 
‘not large enough to carry more than 
twoi!? She filled different times in their 
endéavours to get into her alongfide of 
‘our veflel; and they faw nothing but 
death before them, as well as we; but 


they faid they might as well die that 
6 | way 
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way asany other. Acoil of very {mall , 
rope, with a little buoy, was put in 
along with them; and, at laft, with 
ereat hazard, they got the punt clear - 
from the veffel; and thefe two intrepid 
water heroes paddled away for life to- 
wards the buoy of the anchor. The 
eyes of us all were fixed on themall the 
time, expecting every minute to be 
their laft: and the prayers of all thofe 
that remained in their fenfes were of- 
fered up to God, on their behalf, for a 
{peedy deliverance; and for our own, 
which depended onthem; and he heard 
and anfwered us! Thefe two men at 
laft reached the buoy; and, having 
faftened the punt to it, they tied one 
end of their rope to the {mall buoy 
that they had in the punt, and {ent it 
adrift towards the veflel. Weon board 
obferving this threw out boat-hooks 
and leads faftened to lines, in order to 
catch the buoy: at laft we caught it, 
and 
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and faftened a hawfer to the end of the 
finall rope; we then gave them a fign 
to pull, and they pulled the hawler to 
them, and faftened ittothe buoy: which 
being done we hauled for our lives ; 
and, through the mercy of God, we got 
again from the fhoals into deep water, 
and the punt got fafe to the vefiel. 
It is impoffible for any to conceive our 
heart-felt joy at this fecond deliverance 
from ruin, but thofe who have fuf- 
fered the fame hardfhips. Thofe whofe 
ftrength and fenfes were gone came to 
themfelves, and were now as elated as 


they were before depreffed. | T'wo days 


after this the wind ceafed, and the 
water became fmooth. The punt 


then went on fhore, and we cut down 


fome trees; and having found our maft 
and mended it we brought it on board, 
and fixed it up. As foon as we had 
done this we got up the anchor, and 
away we went once more for New 
Providence, 
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Providence, which in three days more 
we reached fafe, after having been 
above three weeks in a fituation in 
which we did not expec to efcape 
with hfe. The inhabitants here were 
‘very kind tous; and, when they learned 
our fituation, fhewed us a great deal of 
hofpitality and friendfhip. Soon after 
‘this every one of my old fellow-fuf- 
ferers that were free parted from us, 
‘and fhaped their courfe where their 
inclination led them. One merchant, 
who had a large floop, feeling our con- 
‘dition, and knowing we wanted to go 
to Georgia, told four of us that his 
veffel was going ‘there; and, if we 
would work on board and load her, he 
would give us our paflage free. As 
we could not get any wages whatever, 
and found it very hard to get off the 
place, we were obliged to confent to 
his propofal; and we went on board 
and helped to load the floop, though 


we 
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we. had only our victuals allowed ws. 
When the was entirely loaded he told 
us fhe was going to, Jamaica. firft, 
where we mutt go if we went in her. 
This, however, I refufed; but my 
fellow-fufferers not haying :any mo- 


ney to help. themfelves with,. neceffity 
obliged them toaccept of the offer, and 


to fteer that. courfe, though faey ms 


‘not like it. 


We ftayed in New Presvidenak ie ut 
feventcen or eighteen days ; >. during 
which time. 1 met with many friends, 


who gave me encouragement to ftay 


there with them: but I declined its 


_ though, had not my heart been fixed 


on England, I fhould have flayed, as I 
liked the place extremely, and there 
were fome free black people here who 
‘were very happy, and we pafled our 
time pleafantly together, with the me- 
lodious found of the catguts, under 
the lime and lemon trees. At length 
| 3) Captain 
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Gaptain Phillips hired a floop'to carry 
him» and fome of the flaves that he 
could not fell to Georgia; and I agreed: 
to go with him in this veffel, meaning 


now to take my farewell of that place. | 


When the veffel was ready we all em- 
barked ; »and I took my:leave of New 
Providence, not withouturegret.. "We 
failed about four o’clock in the morn 
ig, with a fair wind, for Georgia; and 
about. eleven. o’clock: the fame morn 
\ig@ {hort ;and fudden gale fprung-up 
and: ;blew! away moft of our fails; andy 
as we were ftill amongft the keys, ‘in 
a very fewrminutes it dafhed the floop 
againtt., thé. rocks. Luckilysfot usithe 
water ‘was-deep ; and» the, fea was not 


fo angry but that, after having for 


fome time laboured hard, and being 
many in number, we were faved 
through God’s mercy; and, by ufing, 
our greateft exertions, we got the vef-. 
fel off. The next day we returned to, 
Providence, 
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Providence, where we foon got her 
again refitted. Some of the people 
{wore that we had fpells fet upon us by 
fomebody in Montferrat; and others - 
that we had witches and wizzards- 
amoneft the poor helplefs flaves; and 
that we never fhould arrive fafe at 
Georgia. But thefe things did not de- 
ter me; | faid, ‘ Let us again face the 
‘ winds and feas, and {wear not, but 
* truft to God, and he will deliver us.’ 
‘We therefore once more fet fail; and, 
with hard labour, in feven day’s time 
arrived fafe at Georgia. 

After our arrival we went up to the 
town of Savannah; and the fame even- 
ing I went to a friend’s houfe to lodge, 
whofe name was Mofa, a black man. 
We were very happy at meeting each 
other; and after fupper we had a light 
till it was between nine and ten o’clock 
at night. About that time the watch 
or patrol came by; and, difcerning a 
light 


. * -are a) a te ie pe te 
Pepe ee sr ae ee tes aes eas 


t 
i 
l 


Lae J 
light in the houfe; they knocked at the 
door: we openedit; and they came in 
and fat down, and drank fome punch 
with us: they alfo begged fome limes 
of me, as they underftood I had fome, 


‘which I readily gave them. A little 


after this they told me Imuft go to the 


watch-houfe with them: this furprifed 


me a good deal, after our kindnefs 
tothem; and I] aiked them, Why fo? 
They faid that all negroes who had 


light in their houfes after nine o’clock 
-were to be taken into cuftody, and 
either pay fome dollars or be flog- 
ged. Some of thofe people knew 
that I was a free man; but, as the 
man of the houfe was not free, and had 


his mafter to protect him, they did not 


take the fame liberty with him they 


did with me. I told them that I was 


a free man, and juft arrived from Provi- 
dence ;_ that we were not making any 
noite, and that I was not a ftranger in. 


ae that 
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that place, but was very well known 


there: © Befides,’ faid I, “qwhat will you 


© do with the ?’—* That: you thall fee,’ 
‘replied they, ‘ but you mult go to the 
© watch-houfe with us.’ Now whether 
they meant to get money from me’ or 


not I was at’a lofs to know 3: but I 


thought immediately of the oranges 


and limes at Santa. Cruz: and-feeing 
that nothing would’ pacify them 1 went 


‘with them to the watch-houfe, where I 


remained during the night. Early:ghe 
the next morning thefe’ impofing wot; 


_fians fogged a negro-man and woman 
that they had in the watch-houfe,. and 
-then.they told) me that dD) mutt be 
‘flogged too. Tafked why? andit there 


-was no law for free men? © And: told 


them if there was I would have it put 
in force ‘againft ‘them. .But-this only 


-exafperated them the mores.and ine 


{tantly they {wore they would ferve: me 


as Doctor Perkins had done 5, and they 


were 
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were going to lay violent hands on me;. 
‘when one of them, more humane than 
the reft, fard that as I was a free man. 
they could, not juftify ftripping me by 
daw. «1; then immediately fent for. 
Doctor Brady, who was known to be 
ar honeft and worthy man ; and on his 
coming to my affiftance they let me go. _ 
| This was not the only difagreeable 
incident I met with while I was in this. 
| place; ; ‘for, one day, while I was alittle 
way out of the town of Savannah, I 
was, befet by two white men, who meant 
to. play. their ufual tricks with me in 
the sway of kidnapping. _ As. foon as 
thefe men accofted me, one of them faid 
‘to the other, ¢ This is the very fellow 
/< we-are looking for that you loft:’” 
and, the other {wore immediately that 
? ‘was the identical perfon. ‘On this 
they made, “up to me, and were about 
to handle me; but I told them to be 
pil ee Keep off ; for I had feen thofe 
‘ae belts cir es 
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{ind of tricks played upon other free — 
blacks, and they muft not think to ferve 
me fo. At this they paufed a litle, 
and one faid to the other—it will not 
do; and the other anfwered that I - 
talked too good Englifh. I replied, 1 
believed 1 did; and I had alfo with me 
a revengeful flick equal to the occafion; 
and my mind was likewife good, Hap- 
pily however it was not ufed; and, 
after we had talked together a little in 
this manner, the rogues left me.) 1 
{tayed in Savannah {ome time, anxi- 
oufly trying to get to Montferrat once — 
more to fee Mr. King, my old matter, 
and then to take a final farewell of the — 
American quarter of the globe. At 
faft I met with a floop called the Speed- 
well, Captain John Bunton, which be-. 
longed to Grenada, and was bound to ' 
Martinico, a French ifland, with a 
cargo of rice, and I fhipped myfelf on 
board of her. Before I left Georgia a 
black. 


«ple, 


4 a ¥4 “ Ve ze 
SRB FS. Ce. Seas San mS 


a cd 


Eye” 3 
black woman; who had a child lying 
dead, being very tenacious of the churcl 


L 
burial fervice, and not 


able to get any 

White perfon to perform it, applied to 
me for that purpofe. I told her I was 
ho parton ; and befides, that the fervice 
over the dead did not affe@ the foul. 
‘This however did not fatisfy her; fhe 
ftill urged me very hard: I therefore 
complied with her earne{t entreaties, 
and at laft confented te a@ the parfon 
for the firft time in my life. As fhe 
was much refpected, there was a great 
company both of white and black 
people at the grave. I then accord- 
ingly affumed My New vocation, and 
performed the funeral ceremony to the 
fatisfacion of all prefent ; after which 
T bade adieu to Georgia, and failed for 
Mattinico, . i 
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The author arrives at Martinico—Meets 
with new difficulties — Gets to Monat- 


ferrat, where he takes leave of bis old 


mafier, and fails for England—Meets 


Capt. Pafeal— Learns the French boru— 
Hires bimfelf wiih Doétor Irving, where 
he learns to frefben’ fea water — Leaves 
the doktor, and goes a voyage 10 Turkey 
and Poriugal s and afterwards goes a 
voyage. 10 Grenada, awd another to 
Famaica— Returns 10 the Dottor, and 
they embark fogetber on a voyage to the 


North Pole, with the Hon. Capt. 


Phipps—Some accouat of that voyages 
and the: dangers the author was in—He 
returns to England. : ‘j 


I rHvs took a final leave of Georgia; 


for the treatment | had received in it 


difgufted | 
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difgufted me’ very much againft the 
place; and when I left it and failed for 


~~ tarowecir to ilvit. QUE, dia aAih my Se ose 
other friends there, in time to fail for 
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difgufted me’ very much againft the 
place; and when I left it and failed for 
Martinico | determined never more to 
revifit it. My new captain conducted 
his veffei fafer than my former one; 
and, afteran agreeable voyage, we got 
fafe to our intended port. While I was 
on this ifland I went about a good deal, 
and found it very pleafant: in parti- 
cular 1 admired the town of St. Pierre, 
which is the principal one in the 
ifland, and built more like an European 
town than any I had feen in the Weft 
Indies. In general alfo, flaves were 
better treated, had more holidays, and. 
looked better than thofe in the Enelith 
iflands. After we had done our bu- 
finefs here, I wanted my difcharge, 
which was neceflary; for it was then 
the month of May, and I wifhed 
much to be at Montferrat to. bid 
farewell to Mr. King, and all my 
other friends there, in time to fail for 
Vou. ll, E Old 
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Old England in the July fleet. But, 
alas! J had puta great ftumbling block 
in my own way, by which | was near 
lofing my paflage that feafon to Eng- 
land. I had lent my captain fome mo= 
ney, which I now wanted to enable me 
to profecute my intentions: This I 
told him; but when I applied for it, 
though I urged the neceflity of my 
occafion, I met with fo much fhuffling 
from him, that 1 began at laft to be 
afraid of lofing my money, as I could 
not recover it by law: for I have 
already mentioned, that throughout the 
Weft Indies no black man’s teftimony 
is admitted, on any occafion, againft any 
white perfon whatever, and therefore 
my own oath would have been of no ule. 
I was obliged, therefore, to remain with 
him till he might be difpofed to return 
it tome. Thus we failed from Marti- 
nico for theGrenades. I frequently prefi- 
ing the captain for my money to no 


purpote ; 
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purpofe; and, to render my condition 
worfe, when we got there, the captain 
and his owners quarrelled ; fo that my 
fituation became daily more irkfome : 
for befides that we on board had little 
or no victuals allowed us, and I could 
not get my money nor wages, I could 
then have gotten my paflage free to 
Montferrat had I been able to accept it. 
The worft of all was, that it was growing 
late in July, and the fhips in the iflands 
muft fail by the 26th of that month. At 
laft, however, witha great many entrea- 
ties, I got my money from the captain, 
and took the firft veflel I could meet with 
for St. Euftatia. From thence I went in 
another to Baffeterre in St. Kitts, where I 


arrived on the 1gth of July. On the 


22d, having met with a veffel bound to 
Montferrat, | wanted to go in her; but 
the captain and others would not take 
me on board until I fhould advertife 
ciel and give notice of my going off 

i 2 the 
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the ifland. I told them of my hafte to 
be in Montferrat, and that the time 
then would not admit of advertifing, it 
being late in the evening, and the cap- - 
tain about to fail; but he intifted it 
was neceflary, and otherwife he faid he 
would not take me, ‘This reduced me 
to great perplexity; for if I fhould be 
compelled to fubmit to this degrading 
neceffity, which every black freeman is 
under, of advertifing himfelf like a 
flave, when he leaves an ifland, and 
which I thought a grofs impofition upon 
any freeman, I feared I fhould mifs that 
opportunity of going to Montferrat, and 
then.I could not get to England that 
year, ‘The veffel was juft going off, 
and no time could be loft; I imme- 
diately therefore fet about, with a heavy 
heart, to try who I could get to befriend 
me in complying with the demands 
of the captain. Luckily I found, ina 
few minutes, fome gentlemen of Mont- 
, ferrat 
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ferrat whom I knew; and, having told 
them my fituation, I requefted their 
friendly affiftance in helping me off the 
land. Some of them, on this, went 
with me to the captain, and fatisfied 
him of my freedom; and, to my very 
great joy, he defired me to go on board. 
We then fet fail, and the next day, the 
23d, I arrived at the wifhed-for place, 
-after an abfence of fix months, in 
which I had more than once experi- 
enced the delivering hand of Provi- 
dence, when all human means of efcap- 
ing deftruction feemed hopelefs. Ifaw 
my friends with a gladnefs of heart 
which was increafed by my abfence 
and the dangers I had efcaped, and I 


was received with great friendfhip by 


them all, but particularly by Mr. King, 
to whom I related the fate of his floop, 
the Nancy, and the caufes of her being 
wrecked. I now learned with extreme 
forrow, that his houfe was wathed away 
Sat during 
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during’ my abfence, by the burfting of 
a pond at the top of a mountain that 
was oppofite the town of Plymouth, It 
fwept great part of the town away, and. 
Mr. King loft a great deal of property 
from the inundation, and nearly his life. 
When I told him I intended to go to. 


‘London that feafon, and that 1 had 


come to vifit him before my departure, 
the good man exprefied a great deal of 
affection for me, and forrow that [ 
fhould leave him, and warmly advifed 
me to ftay there; infifting, as I was 
much refpected by all the gentlemen in, 
the place, that I might do very well, 
and in a fhorttime have land and flaves. 
of my own. I thanked him for this’ 
inftance of his friendfhip; but, as [| 
wifhed very much to be in London, I 
declined remaining any longer there, 
and begged he would excufe me. I 
then requefted he would be kind enough 
to give me a certificate of my behavi- 
Our 
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eur while in his fervice, which he very 
readily complied with, and gave me the 
following : 


Montferrat, January 26, 17676 
¢ The bearer hereof, Guftavus Vafla, 
‘was my flave for upwards of three 
‘years, during which he has always 
‘ behaved himfelf well, and difcharged 

* his duty with honefty and affiduity. 
‘Ropert Kina. 

¢ To all whom this may concern.’ 


Having obtained this, I parted from 
my kind mafter, after many fincere 
profeffions of gratitude and regard, 
and prepared for my departure for Lon- 
don. J immediately agreed to go with 
one Capt. John Hamer, for feven gul- 
neas, the paffage to London, on board 
a fhip called the Andromache; and on 
the 24th and 2sth I had free dances, 
as they are. called, with fome of my 
ae. 4 country- 
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countrymen, previous to my fetting 
off; atter which I took leave of all my 
friends, andon the 26th I embarked for 
London, exceedingly glad to fee myfelf 
once more on board ofa fhip ;-and ftill 
more fo, in fteering the courfe I had 
long withed for. Witha licht heart I 
bade Montferrat farewell, and never 
had my feet on it fince; and with it I 
bade adieu to the found of the cruel 
whip, and all other dreadful inftruments 
of torture; adieu to the offenfive fight 
of the violated chaftity of the fable 
females, which has too often accofted 
my eyes ; adieu to oppreffions (although 
to me lefs fevere than moft of my 
countrymen); and adieu to the angry 
howling, dafhing furfs. I withed for a 
grateful and thankful heart to’ praife the 
Lord God on high for all his mercies ! 
We had a moft profperous voyage, 
and, at the end of feven weeks, arrived 
at Cherry-Garden ftairs. Thus were 


my 
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my longing eyes once more gratified 
with a fight of London, after having 
been abfent from it above four years. 
I immediately received my wages, and 
I never had earned feven guineas fo 
quick in my life before; I had thirty- 
feven guineas in all, when I got cleared 
of the fhip. I now entered upon a 
{cene, quite new to me, but full of 
hope. In this fituation my firft thoughts 
were to look out for fome of my former 
friends, and amongft the firft of thofe 
were the Mifs Guerins. Asfoon, there- 
fore, asI had regaled myfelf I went in 


queft of thofe kind ladies, whom I was 


very impatient to fee; and with fome 


difficulty and perfeverance, I found 


them at May’s-hill, Greenwich. They 
were moft agreeably furprifed to fee 
me, and I quite overjoyed at meeting 
with them. I toldthem my hiftory, at 
which they exprefled great wonder, and 
freely acknowledged it did their coufin, 
i st Capt. 
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Capt. Pafcal, no honour. He them 
vifited there frequently ; and I met him 
four or five days after in Greenwich 
park. When he faw me he appeared 
a good deal furprifed, and afked me 
how I came back? I anfwered, ‘Ina 
‘fhip.” To which he replied dryly, 
‘1 fuppofe you did not walk back to 
‘ London on the water.’ As I faw, by 
his manner, that he did not feem to be 
forry for his behaviour to me, and that } 
had not much reafon to expect any 
favour from him, I told him that he 
had ufed me very ill, after I had been 
fuch a faithful fervant to him for fo 
many years; on which, without faying 
any more, he turned about and went 
away. A few days after this 1 met 
Capt. Pafcal at Mifs Guerin’s houfe, 
and afked him for my prize-money. 
He faid there was none due to me; for, 
if my prize money had been 10,000]. 
he had aright to it all, [told himI 
was 


was informed otherwife; on which he 
bade me defiance ; and, in a bantering 
tone, defired me to commence a law- 
fuit againft him for it: ° There are law- 
« yers enough,’ faid he, ‘ that will take 
¢ the caufe in hand, and you had better 
I told him then that I would 
try it, which enraged him very much 
however, out of regard to the ladies, I 
remained ftill, and never made any far- 
ther demand of my right. 
afterwards thefe friendly ladies afked 
me what I meant to do with myfelf, 
and how they could aifift me. I thanked 
them, and faid, if they pleafed, I would 
be their fervant; but if not, as I had. 
thirty-feven guineas, which would fup- 
port me for fome time, 1 would be 
much obliged to them to recommend 
me to fome perfon who would teach me 
a bufinefs whereby I might earn my: 
living. They anfwered me very po- 
litely, that they were forry it did not 
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fuit them to take me as their fervant, 
and afked me what bufinefs I fhould 


like to learn? I faid, hair-dreffing. - 
They then promifed to affift me in 


this; and foon after they recommended 
me to a gentleman whom I had known 
before, one Capt. O‘Hara, who treated 
me with much kindnefs, and procured 
me a matter, a hair-dreffer, in Coventry- 


_court, Haymarket, with whom he placed 


me. I was with this man from Septem- 
ber till the February following. In that 
time we hada neighbour in the fame 
court who taught the French horn. He 
ufed to blow it fo well that I was. 
charmed with it, and agreed with him 
to teach me to blow it. Accordingly 
he took me in hand, and began to in- 
ftru& me, and I foon learned all the 
three parts. I took great delight in 
blowing on this inftrument, the evenings 
being long; and befides that I was fond 
ef it, I did not like to be idle, and it 
filled 
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filled up my vacant hours innocently, 
At this time alfo I agreed with the 
~ Rey. Mr. Gregory, who lived in the 
fame court, where he kept an academy 
and an evening-fchool, to improve me 
in arithmetic, ‘This he did as far as 
barter and alligation; fo that all the 
time I was there I was entirely em- 
ployed. In February 1768 I hired 
myielf to Dr. Charles Irving, in Pall- 
mall, fo celebrated for his fuccefsfyl 
experiments in making fea water freth ; 
and here [ had plenty of hair-dreffing 
to improve my hand. This gentleman 
was an excellent mafter; he was exceed- 
ingly kind and good tempered; and 
allowed me in the evenings to attend 
my {chools, which I efteemed a ereat 
bleffing ; therefore I thanked God and 
him for it, and ufed all my diligence 
to improve the opportunity. ‘This dili- 
gence and attention recommended me 
to the notice and care of my three pre- 
ceptors, 
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¢eptors, who on their parts beftowed 2 
ereat deal of pains in my inftruction, 
and befides were all very kind to me. 
My wages, however, which were by 
two thirds lefs than I ever had in my 
life (for I had only 121. per annum) I 
foon found would not be fufficient to 
defray this extraordinary expenfe of 
mafters, and my own neceflary ex- 
penfes; my old thirty-feven guineas 
had by this time worn all away to one. 
I thought it beft, therefore, to try the 
fea again in queft of more money, 4s I 
had been bred to it, and had hitherto 
found the profeffion of it fuccefsful. I 
had alfo a very great defire to fee 
Turkey, and I now determined to gra- 
tify it. Accordingly, in the month of 
May, 1768, I told the doctor my with 
to go to fea again, to which he made 
no oppofition ; and we parted on friendly 
terms. The fame day I went into the 
city in queft of a mafter, 1 was’ ex- 
tremely 
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tremely fortunate in my inquiry ; for F 
foon heard of a gentleman who had a 
fhip going to Italy and Turkey, and he 
wanted a man who could drefs hair well, 
I was overjoyed at this, and went imme- 
diately on board of his fhip, as I had 
been diref&ted, which I found to be 
fitted up with great tafte, and | already 
foreboded no {mall pleafure in failing 
in her. Not finding the gentleman on 
board, J was directed to his lodgings, 
where I met with him the next day, 
and gave him a fpecimen of my dreffing. 
He liked it fo well that he hired me 
immediately, fo that I was perfectly 
happy; for the fhip, mafler, and 
voyage, were entirely to my mind. 
The fhip was called the Delawar, and 
my mafter’s name was John Jolly, a 
neat {mart good humoured man, juft 
fuch an one as I withed to ferve. We 
failed from England in July following, 
and our voyage was extremely pleafant, 
4 We 
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We went to Villa Franca, Nice, and: 
Leghorn ; and in all thefe places I was: 
charmed with the richnefs and beauty 
of the countries, and ftruck with the 
elegant buildings with which they 
ebound. We had always in them 
plenty of extraordinary good wines and 
rich fruits, which J was very fond of. 
and I had frequent occafions of gratify- 
ing both my tafte and curiofity ; for 
my captain always lodged on fhore in. 
thofe places, which afforded me oppor- 
tunities to fee the country around. I. 
alfo learned navigation of the mate,, 
which I was very fond of. When we: 
left Italy we had delightful failing: 
among the Archipelago iflands, and 
from thence to Smyrna in Turkey. 
This is a very ancient city; the houfes. 
are built of ftone, and moft of them. 
have graves adjoining to them ; fo that 
they fometimes prefent the appearance 
of church-yards, Provifions are very 
plentiful 
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plentiful in this city, and good wine 
lefs than a penny a pint. ‘The grapes, 
pomegranates, and many other fruits, 
were alfo the richeft and largeft I ever 
~tafted. The natives are well looking 
and {trong made, and treated me al- 
ways with great civility. In general 
I believe they, are fond of black 
people; and feveral of them gave me 
prefliurg invitations to flay amongtt 
them, although they keep the franks, or 
Chriftians, feparate, and do not fuffer 
them to dwell immediately amongtt 
them. I was aftonithed in not feeing 
women in any of their fhops, and very 
rarely any in the ftreets; and when- 
ever I did they were covered with a 


veil from head to foot, fo that I could ~ 


not fee their faces, except when any of 
them out of curiofity uncovered them 
to look at me, which they fometimes 
did. I was furprifed to fee how the 
- Greeks are, in fome meafure, kept un- 
deg 
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der by the Turks, as the negroes are 
in the Weft Indies by the white people. 
The lefs refined Greeks, as I have al- 
ready hinted, dance here in the fame 
manner as we do inmy nation. On the — 
whole, during our ftay here, which was 
about five months, I liked the place and 
the Turks extremely well. Icould not 
help obferving one very remarkable 
circumftance there: the tails of the 
fheep are flat, and fo very large, that 
I have known the tail even of a lamb 
to weigh from eleven to thirteen pounds. 
The fat of them is very white and rich, 
and is excellent in puddings, for which 
it is much ufed. Our fhip being at 
length richly loaded with filk, and 
other articles, we failed for England. 

In May 1769, foon after our return, 
from Turkey, our fhip made a delight- 


-ful voyage to Oporto in Portugal, 


where we arrived at the time of the- 
earnival. On our arrival, there were 
fent 
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fent on board to us thirty-fix articles to 
obferve, with very heavy penalties if 
we fhould break any of them; and 
none of us even dared to go on board 
any other vefflel or on fhore till the In- 
quifition had fent on board and fearched 
for every thing illegal, efpecially bibles, 
Such as were produced, and certain 
other things, were fent on fhore till 
the fhips were going away; and any 
perfon in whofe cuftody a bible was 
found concealed was to be im prifoned 
and flogged, and fent into flavery for 
fen years. I faw here many very mag- 
nificent fights, particularly the garden of 
Eden, where many of the clergy and laity 
went in proceffion in their feveral orders 
with the hoft, and fung Te Deum. I had 
@ great curiofity to go into fome of their 
churches, but could not gain admittance 
without ufing the neceflary fj prinkling of 
holy water at my entrance. From curi- 
ofity, and awith to be holy, I therefore 
complied 


age 


complied with this ceremony; -but its 
virtues were loft on me, for I found my- 
felf nothing the better for it. This 
place abounds with plenty of all kinds” 
of provifions. The town is well built 
and pretty, and commands a fine pro. 
fpec&t. Our fhip having taken ina load 
of wine, and other commodities, we 
failed for London, and arrived in July 
following. Our next voyage was to the 
Mediterranean. The fhip was again got 
ready, and we failed in September for 
Genoa. This is one of the finefl cities [- 
ever faw; fome of the edifices were of 
beautiful marble, and made a moft noble 
appearance; and many had very curious 
fountains before them. ‘The churches 
were rich and magnificent, and curi- 
oufly adorned both in the infide and 
out. But all this grandeur was in my 
eyes difgraced by the galley flaves, 
whofe condition both there and in other 


parts of Italy is truly piteous and wretch- 
ede 
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ed. After we had ftayed there fome 


weeks, during which we bought many 


different things which we wanted, and 
got them very cheap, we failed to 
Naples, a charming city, and remark- 
ably clean. The bay is the moft beau- 
tiful I ever faw ; the moles for fhip- 
ing are excellent. I thought it ex- 
traordinary to fee grand operas acted 
here on Sunday nights, and even at- 
tended by their majefties. I-too, like 
thefe great ones, went to thofe fights, 
and vainly ferved God in the day while 
_T thus ferved mammon effectually at 
night. ‘While we remained here there 
happened an eruption of mount Vefu- 
vius, of which I had a perfect view. It 
was extremely awful; and we were fo 
hear that the afhes from it ufed to be 
thick on our deck. After we had tranf- 
acted our bufinefs at Naples we failed 
with a fair wind once more for Smyrna, 
where we arrived in December. A {e- 
: rafkier 
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vafkier or officer took a liking to me 

here, and wanted me to ftay, and of- 

fered me two wives; however I refufed 

the temptation. The merchants here 
travel in caravans or large companies. 

I have feen many caravans from India, 

with fome hundreds of camels, laden” 
with different goods. ‘he people of 
thefe caravans are quite brown. Among _ 
other articles, they brought with them 
a great quantity of locufts, which are a 
kind of pulfe, fweet and pleafant to the 
palate, and in fhape refembling French 
beans, but longer. Each kind of goods © 
is fold in a ftreet by itfelf, and i 
always found the Turks very honetft 
in their dealings. ‘They let no Chrif- 
tans into their mofques or churches, 
‘for which I was very forry; as I was 
always fond of going to fee the different 
modes of worfhip of the people where- 
ever 1 went. The plague broke out 
while we were in Smyrna, and we 
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ftopped taking goods into the fhip till 
itwasover. She was then richly laden, 
and we failed in about March 1770 for 
England. One day in our paflage we 
met with an accident which was near 
burning the fhip. A black cook, in 
melting fome fat, overfet the pan into 
the fire under the deck, which immedi« 
ately began to blaze, and the flame went 
up very high under the foretop. With 
the fright the poor cook became almoft 
white, and altogether fpeechlefs, Hap- 
pily however we got the fire out withe 
out doing much mifchief. After va- 
rious delays in this paflage, which was 
tedious, we arrived in Standgate creek 
in July ; and, at the latter end of the 
year, fome new event occurred, fo that 
my noble captain, the fhip, and I all 
- feparated. 

In April 1771 I thipped myfelf as a 
fteward with Capt. Wm. Robertfon of 
| ‘the fhip Grenada Planter, once more to 


try 
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vy my fortune in the Weft Indies ; and 
we failed from London for Madeira, 
Barbadoes, and the Grenades. When 
we were at this lafl place, having fome 
coods to fell, 1 met onc emore with my 
former kind of Weft India cuftomers. 
A white man, an iflander, bought 
fome goods of me to the amount of 
fome pounds, and made me many fair 
promifes as ufual, but without any in- 
tention of paying me. He had like- 
wife bought goods from fome more of 
our people, whom he intended to ferve 
in the fame manner ; but he {till amuf- 
ed us with promifes. However, when 
our fhip was loaded, and near failing, 
this honeft buyer difcovered no inten- 
tion or fign of paying for any thing he 
had bought of us; but on the contrary, 
when I afked him for my money he 
threatened me and another black man 
he had bought goods of, fo that we 
found we were like to get more blows 
| than 
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than payment. On this we went te 
complain to one Mr. M‘Intofh, a juf- 
tice of the peace; we told his worfhip 
of the man’s villainous tricks, and beg- 
eed that he would be kind enough to 
fee us redrefled: but being negroes, 
although free, we could not get any 
remedy ; and our fhip being then juft 
upon the point of failing, we knew 
not how to help ourfelves, though we 
thought it hard to lofe our property in 
this manner. Luckily for us however, 
this man was alfo indebted to three 
white failors, who could not get a far- 
thing from him ; they therefore readily 
joined us, and we all went together in 
earch of him. When we found where 
he was, 1 took him out of a houfe 
and threatened him with vengeance ; 
on which, finding he was likely to be 
handled roughly, the rogue offered 
each of us fome fmall allowance, but 
nothing near our demands. This ex- 
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afperated us much more; and fome 
were for cutting his ears off; but he 
begged hard for mercy, which was at 
laft granted him, after we had entirely — 
tripped him. We then let him go, for 
which he thanked us, glad to get off 
fo eafily, and ran into the buthes, after 
having wifhed usa good voyage. We 
then repaired on board, and fhortly 
after fet fail for England. I cannot 
help remarking here a very narrow 
ef{cape we had from being blown up, 
owing to a piece of negligence of mine. 
Jutt as our fhip was under fail, I went 
down into the cabin to do fome bufi- 
nefs, and had a lighted candle in my 
hand, which, in my hurry, without 
thinking, I held in a barrel of gun- 
powder. It remained in the powder 
until it was near catching fire, when 
fortunately I obferved it and f{natched 
it out in time, and providentially no 
harm happened; but I was fo over- 
come 
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‘come with terror that I immediately 
fainted at this deliverance. 

In twenty-eight days time we arriv- 
ed in England, and I got clear of this 
fhip. But, being ftill of a roving dif- 
pofition, and defirous of feeing as many 
different parts of the world as I could, 
{ thipped myfelf foon after, in the fame 
year, as fteward on board ofa fine large 
{hip, called the Jamaica, Captain David 
Watt; and we failed from England in 
Decémber 1771 for Nevis and Jamaica. 
I found Jamaica to be a very fine large 
ifland, well peopled, and the moft con- 
fiderable of the Weft India iflands. 
‘There was a vaft number of negroes 
here, whom I found as ufual exceed. 
ingly impofed upon by the white peo- 
ple, and the flaves punifhed as in the 
other iflands. There are negroes whofe 
bufinefs it is to flog flaves; they go 
about to different people for employ- 
ment, and the ufual pay is from one to 
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four bits. I faw many cruel punifh- 
ments inflicted on the flaves in the 
fhort time I ftayed here. In particular 
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I was prefent when a poor fellow was 
tied up and kept hanging by the wrifts 
_ at fome diftance from the ground, and 
then fome half hundred weights were 
fixed to his ancles, in which pofture he 
vas flogged moft unmercifully. ‘There 
were alfo, as I heard, two different maf- 
ters noted for cruelty on the ifland, 
who had ftaked up two negroes naked, 
and in two hours the vermin ftung them 
to death. I heard a gentleman I well 
knew tell my captain that he paffed fen- 
tence ona negro man to be burnt alive 
for attempting to poifon an overfeer. 
I pafs over numerous other inftances, 
in order to relieve the reader by a 
milder fcene of roguery. - Before I had 
been long on the ifland, one Mr. Smith 
at Port Morant bought goods of me to 
the amount of twenty-five pounds fter- 
ling ; 
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ling; but when I demanded payment 
from him, he was going each time to 
beat me, and threatened that he would 
put me in goal. One time he would 
fay. Iwas going to fet his houfe on 
fire, at another he would {wear I was 
going torun away with his flaves. I 


was aftonifhed at this ufage from a per- 


fon who was in the fituation of a gen- 


tleman, but I had noalternative; 1 was 


therefore obliged to fubmit. When I 
came to Kingfton, I was furprifed to 
fee the number of Africans who were 


_affembled together on Sundays; parti- 


cularly at a large commodious place, 
called Spring Path. Here each diffe- 
rent nation of Africa meet and dance 
after the manner of their own country. 
They ftill retain moft of their native 
cuftoms: they bury their dead, and 
put victuals, pipes and tobacco, and 
other things, in the grave with the 
corps, in the fame manner as in Africa. 
ia Our 
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Our fhip having got her loading we 
failed for London, where we arrived 
ain the Auguft following. On my re- 
turn to London, I waited on my old 
and good mafter, Dr. Irving, who | 
made me an offer of his fervice again. 
Being now tired of the fea I gladly ac- 
cepted it. I was very happy in living 
with this gentleman once more; dur- 
ing which time we were daily employ- - 
ed in reducing old Neptune’s domi- 
nions by purifying the briny element 
and making it frefh. ‘Thus I went on 
till May 1773, when I was roufed by 
the found of fame, to feek new adven- 
tures, and to find, towards the north 
pole, what our Creator never intended 
we fhould, a paffage to India. An 
expedition was now fitting out to ex- 
plore a north-eaft pafflage, conducted 
by the Honourable John Conftantine 
Phipps, fince Lord Mulgrave, in his 
Majefty’s floop of war the Race Horfe. 
My 
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My mafter being anxious for the re- 
putation of this adventure, we therefore 
prepared every thing for our voyage, 
and I attended him on board the Race 
Horfe, the 24th day of May 1773- 
We proceeded to Sheernefs, where we 
were joined by his Majefty’s floop 
the Carcafs, commanded by Captain 
Lutwidge. On the 4th of June we 
{failed towards our deftined place, the 
pole; and on the 15th of the fame 
month we were off Shetland. On this 
day I had. a great and unexpected de- 
liverance from an accident which was 
near blowing up the fhip and deftroy- 
ing the crew, which made me ever — 
after during the voyage uncommonly 
cautious. The fhip was fo filled that 
there was very little room on board 
for any one, which placed me in a very 
aukward fituation. I had refolved to 
keep a journal of this fingular and in- 
terefling voyage; and I had no other 
Pid place 
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place for this purpofe but a little 
cabin, or the doétor’s ftore-room, 
where I flept.: This little place was 
ftuffed with all manner of combuftibles, | 
particularly with tow and aquafortis, 
and many other dangerous things. Un- 
fortunately it happened in the evening 
as.I was writing my journal, that I had 
occafion to take the candle out of the 


Janthorn, and a fpark having touched 


a fingle thread of the tow, all the reft 
caught the flame, and immediately the 
whole was ina blaze. I faw nothing 


‘but prefent death before me, and ex- 


pected to be the firft to perifh in the 
flames. In a moment-the alarm was 
f{pread, and many people who were 
near ran to affift in putting out the 
fire. All this time I was in the very 
midft of the flames; my fhirt, and the 


handkerchief on my neck, were burnt, 


and I was almoft {mothered with the 
fmoke. However, through God's 
mercy, 
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mercy, as I was nearly giving up all 
hopes, fome people brought blankets 
and mattreffes and threw them on the 
flames, by which means in a fhort time 
the fire was put out. I was feverely 
reprimanded and menaced by fuch of 
the officers who knew it, and ftrictly 
charged never more to go there with a 
light: and, indeed, even my own fears 
made me give heed to this command 
for alittle time ; but at laft, not being 
able to. write my journal in any other 
part of the fhip, I was tempted again 
to venture by ftealth with alight in 
the fame cabin, though not without 
confiderable fear and dread on my 
mind. On the zoth of June we began 
to ufe Dr. Irving’s apparatus for mak- 
ing falt water frefh; I ufed to attend 
the diftillery: I frequently purified 
from twenty-fix to. forty gallons a day. 
The water thus diftlled was perfectly 
pure, well tafted, and free from fale ; 
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and was ufed on various occafions of 
board the fhip. On the 28th of June, 
being in lat. 78, we made Greenland, 
where I was furprifed to fee the fun 
did not fet. The weather now became 
extremely cold; and as we failed be- 
tween north and eaft, which was our 
courfe, we faw many very high and 
curious mountains of ice; and alfoa 
great number of very large whales, 
which ufed to come clofe to our thip, — 
and blow the water up to a very great 
height in the air. One morning we 
had vaft quantities of fea-horfes about 
the fhip, which neighed exaétly like 
any other horfes. We fired fome har- 
poon guns amonegft them, in order to 
take fome, but we could not get any. 
The 3oth, the captain of a Greenland 
fhip came on board, and told us of 
three fhips that were loft in the ice; - 
however we {till held on our courfe till 
July the 11th, when we were ftopt by 
one 
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one compact impenetrable body of 
ice. We ran along it from eaft to weft 
above ten degrees; and on the 27th 
we gotas far north as 80, 373; and in 
19 or 20 degrees eaft longitude from 
London. On the 29th and 3oth of 
July we faw one continued plain of 
{mooth unbroken ice, bounded only by 
the horizon; and we faftened to a 
piece of ice that was eight yards eleven 
inches thick. We had generally fun- 
fhine, and conftant daylight; which 
gave cheerfulnefs and novelty to the 
whole of this ftriking, grand, and un- 
common fcene; and, to heighten it 
ftill more, the reflection of the fun from 
the ice gave the clouds a moft beau- 
‘tifulappearance. We killed many dif- 
ferent animals at this time, and among 
the reft nine bears. Though they had 
nothing in their paunches but water yet 
_ they were all very fat. We ufed to 
decoy them to the fhip fometimes by 
| F 6 burning 
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burning feathers or fkins. I thought 
them coarfe eating, but fome of the 
fhip’s company relifhed them very 
much. Some of our people once, in 
the boat, fired at and wounded a fea- 
horfe, which dived immediately ; and, 
in a little time after, brought up with 
it anumber of others. They all joined 
in an attack upon the boat, and were 
with difficulty prevented from ftaving 
or overfetting her; but a boat from the 
Carcafs having come to affift ours, and 
joined it, they difperfed, after having 
wrefted an oar from one of the men. 

One of the fhip’s boats had before 
been attacked in the fame manner, but 

happily no harm was done. Though 

we wounded feveral of thefe animals 

we never got but one. We remained 

hereabouts until the 1ft of Auguft; 
when the two fhips got completely 
faftened in the ice, occafioned by the 
loofe ice that fet in from the fea. ‘This 
made 
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made our fituation very dreadful and 
alarming; fo that on the 7th day we 
were in very great apprehenfion of 
having the fhips fqueezed to pieces. 
The officers now held a council to 
know what was beft for us to do in 
order to fave our lives; and it was de- 
termined that we fhould endeavour to 
efeape by dragging our boats along 
the ice towards the fea; which, how- 
ever, was farther off than any of us 
thought. This determination. filled 
us with extreme dejection, and con- 
founded us with defpair; for we had 
very little profpect of efcaping with 
life. However, we fawed fome of the 
ice about the fhips to keep it from 
hurting them; and thus kept them in 
a kind of pond. We then began to 
drag the boats as well as we could to- 
wards the fea; but, after two or three 
days labour, we made very little pro- 
prefs; fo that fome of our hearts to- 
tally 
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tally failed us, and I really began to give 
up myfelf for loft, when I faw our fur- 
rounding calamities. While we were 
at this hard labour I once fell into a 
pond we had made amongft fome loofe 
ice, and was very near being drowned; 
but providentially fome people were near 
who gave me immediate affiftance, and 
thereby I efcaped drowning. Our de- 
plorable condition, which kept up the 
conftant apprehenfion of our perifhing 
in the ice, brought me gradually to 
think of eternity in fuch a manner as I 
never had done. before. I had the 
fears of death hourly upon me, and 
fhuddered at the thoughts of meeting 
the grim king of terrors in the xatu- 
val {tate I then was in, and was ex- 
‘ceedingly doubtful of a happy eternity 
if I fhould die in it. I had no hopes 
of my life being prolonged for any 
time; for we faw that our exiftence 


could not be long on the ice after leav- 
ing 
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“ing the fhips, which were now out of 
fight, and fome miles from the boats, 


Our appearance now became truly la- 
mentable; pale dejection feized every 
countenance; many, who had been 
before blafphemers, in this our diftrefs 
began to call on the good God of hea- 
ven for his help; and in the time of 
our utter need he heard us, and againft 
hope or human probability delivered 
us! It was the eleventh day of the 


fhips being thus faftened, and the 


fourth of our drawing the boats in this 
manner, that the wind changed to the 
E.N.E. The weather immediately 
became mild, and the ice broke to- 
wards the fea, which was to the S. W. 
of us. Many of us on this got-on 
board again, and with all our might 
we hove the fhips into every open 
water we could find, and made all the 
fail on them in our power; and now, 
having a profpect of fuccefs, we made 

fignals 
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fionals for the boats and the remainder 
of the people. This feemed to us like 
a reprieve from death; and happy was 
the man who could firft get on board 
of any fhip, or the firft boat he could 
meet. We then proceeded in this 
manner till we got into the open water 
again, which we accomplifhed in about 
thirty hours, to our infinite joy and 
gladnefs of heart. As foon as we were 
out of danger we came to anchor and 
refitted; and on the rgth of Auguft 
we failed from this uninhabited extre- 
mity of the world, where the inhof- 
pitable climate affords neither food 
nor fhelter, and not a tree or fhrub of 
any kind grows amongft its barren 
rocks; but all is one defolate and ex- 
panded wafte of ice, which even the 
conftant beams of the fun for fix 
months in the year cannot penetrate 
or diffolve. The fun now being on 
the decline the days fhortened as 
we 
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we failed to the fouthward; and, on 
the 28th, in latitude 73, it was dark 
by ten o’clock at night. September 
the roth, in latitude 58-59, we meta 
very fevere gale of wind and high feas, 
and fhipped a great deal of water in the 
fpace of ten hours. This made us 
work exceedingly hard at all our pumps 
a whole day; and one fea, which 
{truck the fhip with more force than 
any thing I ever met with of the kind 
before, laid her under water for fome 
time, fo that we thought fhe would have 
gone down. Two boats were wafhed 
from the booms, and the long-boat 
_ from the chucks: all other moveable 
things on the deck were alfo wafhed | 
away, among which were many curious 
things of different kinds which we had 
brought from Greenland; and we 
were obliged, in order to lighten the 
fhip, to tofs fome of our guns over- 
Hoard. We fawa fhip, at the fame 
time, 
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time, in very great diftrefs, and her 
ma{ts were gone; but we were unable 
to affift her. We now loft fight of the 
Carcafs till the 26th, when we faw 
land about Orfordnefs, off which place 
fhe joined us. From thence we failed 
for London, and onthe 3oth came up 
to Deptford. And thus ended our 
Arétic voyage, to the no fmall joy of 
all on board, after having been abfent 
four months; in which time, at the 
imminent hazard of our lives, we exe 
plored nearly as far towards the Pole 
as 81 degrees north, and 20 degrees 
eaft longitude; being much farther, 
by all accounts, than any navigator had 
ever ventured before; in which we 
fully proved the impratticability of 
finding apaflage that way to India. 
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The author leaves Doctor Irving and en- 
gages on board a Turkey fhip—Account 
of a black man’s being kidnapped on 
board and fent to the Weft Indies, and 
the authors fruitlefs endeavours to pro- 
cure bis freedaom—Some account of the 
manner of the author's converfion to the 


faith of Fefus Chrift 


Our voyage to the North Pole be- 
ing ended, I returned to London with 
Doétor Irving, with whom I continued 
for fome time, during which I began 
ferioufly to reflect on the dangers I had 
efcaped, particularly thofe of my laft 
voyage, which made a lafting impreffion 
on my mind, and, by the grace of God, 

proved afterwards a mercy to me; it 
cauled 


Figen 6 . 
caufed me to reflect deeply on my 
eternal ftate, and to feek the Lord with 
full purpofe of heart ere it was too 
late. I rejoiced greatly; and heartily - 
thanked the Lord for directing me to 
London, where I was determined to 
work out my own falvation, and in fo 
doing procure a title to heaven; not 
knowing, agreeable to the word of 
truth, that it is God who worketh in 
us both to will and to do. 

In procefs of time I left my mafter, 
Doctor Irving, the purifier of waters. 
I lodged in Coventry-court, Hay- 
market, where I was continually op- 
prefled and much concerned about the 
falvation of my foul, and was deter- 
mined (in my own ftrength) to be a 
firft-rate Chriftian. I ufed every means 
for this purpofe; and, not being able 
to find any perfon amongft thofe with 
whom I was then acquainted that ac- 
quiefced with me in point of religion, 
or, 
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er, in fcripture language, that would 
fhew me any good, I was much de- 
jected, and knew not where to feek 
rehef; however, I firft frequented the 
neighbouring churches, St. James’s, and 
others, twoorthree timesa day, for many 
weeks: ftill I came away diflatisfied ; 
fomething was wanting that I could not 
get at, and I really found more heart- 
felt relief in reading my bible at home 
than in attending the church; and, be- 
ing réefolved to be faved, I purfued other 
methods. Firft I went among the 
quakers, where the word of God was 
neither read or preached, fo that I re- 
mained as much in the dark as ever, 
I then fearched into the Roman catholic 
principles, but was not in the leaft edi- 
fied. I at length had recourfe to the 
Jews, and that availed me nothing, as 
the fear of eternity daily harafled my 
mind, and I knew not where to feek 
thelter from the wrath to come. How- 
ever 
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ever this was my conclufion, at all 
events, to read the four evangelifts, and 
whatever feé or party I found adhering 
thereto fuch I would join. Thus J went 
on heavily without any guide to direct 
me the way that leadeth to eternal life. 
I afked different people queftions about 
the manner of going to heaven, and was 
told different ways. Here I was much 
flaggered, and could not find any at 
that time more righteous than myfelf, 
or indeed fo much inclined to devotion. 
{ thought we fhould not all be faved 
(this is agreeable to the holy {criptures), 
nor would all be damned. I found 
none among the circle of my acquaint- 
ance that kept wholly the ten command- 
ments. So tighteous was I in my own 
eyes, that I was convinced I excelled 
many of them in that point, by keeping 
eight out of ten ; and finding thofe who 
in general termed themfelves Chriftians 
not fo honeft or fo good in their morals as 
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the Turks, I really thought the Turks 
were in a fafer way of falvation than 
my neighbours: fo that between hopes 
and fears I went on, and the chief com- 
forts I enjoyed were in the mufical 
French horn, which I then pradtifed, 
and alfo dreffing of hair. Such was 
my fituation fome months, experiencing 
the difhonefty of many people here. I 
determined at laft to fet out for Turkey, 
and there to end my days, It was now 
early in the {pring 1774. I fought for 
a mafter, and found a captain John 
flughes, commander of a fhip called 
Anglicania, fitting out in the river 
Thames,and bound toSmyrnainTurkey. 
1 fhipped myfelf with him asa fteward ; 
at the fame time I recommended to him 
a very clever black man, John Annis, 
as a cook. This man was on board the 
fhip near two months doing his duty: 
he had formerly lived many years with 
Mr, William Kirkpatrick, a gentleman 
of 
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of the ifland of St. Kitts, from whom 
he parted by confent, though he after- 
wards tried many fchemes to inveigle 
the poor man. He had applied to many 
captains who traded to St. Kitts to tre-_ 
pan him; and when all their attempts 
and fchemes of kidnapping proved 
abortive, Mr. Kirkpatrick came to our 
fhip at Union Stairs on Eafter Monday, 
April the fourth, with two wherry 
boats and fix men, having learned that 
the man was on board; and tied, and 
forcibly took him away from the fhip, 
in the prefence of the crew and the 
chief mate, who had detained him after 
he had information to come away. I 
believe this was a combined piece of 
bufinefs: but, be that as it may, it 
certainly reflected great difgrace on the 
mate and captain alfo, who, although 
they had defired the opprefied man to 
ftay on board, yet this vile act on the 
man who had ferved him, he did not — 

in 
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im the leaft affift to recover him, or pay 
mea farthing of his wages, which was 
about five pounds. I proved the only 
friend he had, who attempted to regain 
him his liberty if poffible, having known 
the want of liberty myfelf. 1 fent as foon 
asI could to Gravefend, and got know- 
ledge of tne fhipin which he was; but un- 
luckily the had failed the firft tide after 
he was put on board. My intention was 
then immediately to apprchend Mr. 
Kirkpatrick, who was about fetting off 
for Scotland; and, having obtained a 
habeas corpus for him, and got a tipftaff 
to go with me toot. Paul’s church-yard, 
where he lived, he, fufpecting fome- 
thing of this-kind, fet a watch to look 
out. My being known to them occa- 
fioned me to ufe the following decep- 
tion: 1 whitened my face, that they 
might not know me, and this had 
its defired effect. He did not go out of 
his houfe that night, and next morning 
OL Is G | con- 
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I contrived a well plotted flratagem 
notwithftanding he had a gentleman in 
his houfe to perfonate him. My direc- 
tion to the tipftaff, who got-admittance . 
into the houfe, was to conduct him to a> 
judge, according to the writ. When 
he came there, his plea was, that he had 
not the body in cuftody, on which he 
was admitted to bail. I proceeded im- 
mediately to that philanthropift, Gran- 
ville Sharp, Efq. who received me with 
the utmoft kindnefs, and gave me 
every inflruétion that was needful on 
the occafion, I left him in full hope 
that I fhould gain the unhappy man 
his liberty, with the warmeft fenfe of 
gratitude towards Mr. Sharp for his 
kindnefs; but, alas! my attorney proved 
unfaithful; he took my money, lof 
me many months employ, and did 
not do the leaft good in the caufe: and 
when the poor man arrived at St. Kitts, 
he was, according to cuftom, ftaked to 
6 the 
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the ground with four pins through a 
cord, two on his wriits, and two on 
his ancles, was cut and flogged moft 
unmercifully, and afterwards loaded 
cruelly with irons about his neck. [ 
had two very moving letters from 
him, while he was in this fituation; 
and alfo was told of it by fome very 
refpectable families now in London, 
who faw him in St. Kitts, in the fame 
ftate in which he remained till kind 
death releafed him out of the hands of 
his tyrants. During this difagreeable 
bufinefs I was under ftrone convictions of 
fin, and thought that my ftate was worfe 
than any man’s; my mind was unac- 
countably difturbed ; I often wifhed for 
death, though at the fame time con- 
vinced | was altogether unprepared for 
that awful fummons. Suffering much by 
villains in the late caufe, and being much 
concerned about the ftate of my foul, 
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brought me very low; fo that I became . 
a burden to myfelf, and viewed all 
things around me as emptinefs and va- 
‘nity, which could give no fatisfaction to | 
a troubled confcience. I was again 
determined to go to Turkey, and re- 
folved, at that time, never more to 
return to England. Jengaged as fteward 
on board a Turkeyman (the Wefter 
Hall, Capt. Linna); but was prevented 
by means of my late captain, Mr, 
Hughes, and others. All this appeared 
to be againft me, and the only comfort 
I then experienced was, in reading the 
holy fcriptures, where I faw that ‘ there 
‘is no new thing under the fun,’ 
Ecclef. i. 9; and what was appointed for 
me 1 muft fubmit to. Thus I continued 
to travel in much heavinefs, and fre- 
quently murmured againft the Al- 
mighty, particularly in his providential 
dealings; and, awful to think! I bes 
gan to blaipheme, and withed often to 
be 
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be any thing but a human being, In 
thefe fevere conflicts the Lord anfwered | 
me by awful ‘ vifions of the night, 
‘ when deep fleep falleth upon men, in 
‘ flumberings upon the bed,’ Job XXXL. 
1s. He was pleafed, in much mercy, 
to give me to fee, and in fome meafure 
to underftand, the great and awful 
fcene of the judgment-day, that ‘ no 
unclean perfon, no unholy thing, can 
“enter into the kingdom of God,’ 
Eph. v. 5. I would then, if it had been 
poffible, have changed my nature with 
the meaneft wormonthe earth; and was 
ready to fay to the mountains and rocks 
£ fall on me,’ Rev. vi. 16; but all in 
vain. I then requefted the divine Creator 
that he would grant me a {mall fpace of 
time to repent of my follies and vile 
iniquities, which I felt were grievous. © 
The Lord, in his manifold mercies, was 
pleafed to grant my requeft, and being 
G 3 | yet 
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yet ina ftate of time, the fenfe of God’s 
mercies was fo great on my mind when! 
awoke, that my ftrength entirely fatled 
me for many minutes, and I was exceed- 
ingly weak, ‘This was the firft {piritual 
mercy I ever was fenfible of, and being 
on praying ground, as foon asl reco- 
vered a little ftrength, and got out of 
bed and dreffed myfelf, [invoked Hea- 
ven from my inmoft foul, and fervently 
begged that God would never again 
permit me to blafpheme his moft holy 
name. The Lord, who is long-fuffer- 
ing, and full of compaffion to fuch poor 
rebels as we are, condefcended to hear 
and anfwer. I felt that I was alto- 
gether unholy, and faw clearly what a 
bad ufe I had made of the faculties I 
was endowed with; they were given 
me to glorify God with; I thought, 
therefore, | had better want them here, 
and enter into life eternal, than abufe 
them 
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them and be caft into hell fire. I 
prayed to be diredted, if there were 
any holier than thofe with whom I 
was acquainted, that the Lord would 
point them out to me. I appealed 
to the Searcher of hearts, whether 
I did not with to love him more, 
and ferve him better, Notwithftanding 
all this, the reader may eafily difcern, . 
if he is a believer, that I was ftill in 
nature’s darknefs, At length I hated 
the houfe in whichI lodged, becaute 
God’s moft holy name was blafphemed 
init; then I faw the word of God veri- 
fied, viz. ‘ Before they call, I will an- 
‘ {wer ; and whilethey are yet {peaking, 
« I will hear.’ 

I had a great defire to read the bible 
the whole day at home; but not having 
a convenient place for retirement, I left 
the houfe in the day, rather than ftay 
amongft the wicked ones ; and that day 
as I was walking, it pleafed God to 
G4 direct 
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direét me to a houfe where there was an 
cld fea-faring man, who experienced 
much of the love of God fhed abroad in 
his heart. He began to difcourfe with - 
me; and, as I defired to love the Lord, 
his converfation rejoiced me greatly ; 
and indeed I had never heard before 

‘the love of Chrift to believers fet forth 
in fuch.a manner, and in fo clear a point 
of view. Here I had more gueftions to 
put to the man than his time would per- 
mit him to anfwer; and in that memor- 
abie hour there came in a diffenting 
minifter; he joined our difcourfe, and 
-alked me. fome few queftions; among 
others, where J heard the gofpel 
preached. I knew not what he meant 
by hearing the gofpel; I told him I had 
read the gofpel: and he afked where [ 
went to church, or whether I went at 
all or not. ‘To which I replied, «I 
* attended St. James’s, St. Martin’s, and 
“ St. Ann’s, Soho ;’—=* So,’ faid he, ‘ you 
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€are a churchman.’ I anfwered, I 
was. He then invited me to a love- 
feaft at his chapel that evening. [I ac- 
cepted the offer, and thanked him ; 
and foon after he went away, I had 
fome further difcourfe with the old Chrit- 
tian, added to fome profitable read- 
ing, which made me exceedingly happy. 
When I left him he reminded me of 
coming to the feaft; I affured him I 
would be there. Thus we parted, and 
I weighed over the heavenly conver- 
fation that had paffed between thefe two 
men, which cheered my then heavy and 
drooping fpirit more than any thing | 
had met with for many months. How- 
ever, | thought the time long in going 
to my fuppofed banquet. 1 alfo wifhed 
much for the company of thefe friendly 
men; their company pleafed me much; 
and I thought the gentlemen very kind, 
in afking me, a ftranger, to a feat ; 
but how fingular did it appear to me, to 
G 5 have 
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have itin a chapel! When the wifhed- 
for hour came | went, and happily the 
old man was there, who kindly feated 
me, as he belonged to the place. Iwas 
much aftonifhed to fee the place filled 
with people, and no figns of eating and 
drinking. There were many minifters 
in the company. At laft they began 
by giving out hymns, and between the 
finging the minifter engaged in prayer; 
in fhort, I knew not what to make of 
this fight, having never feen any thing 
of the kind in my life before now. 
Some of the guefts began to {peak their 
experience, agreeable to what I read 
in the Scriptures; much was faid by 
every fpeaker of the providence of 
God, and his unfpeakable mercies, to 
each of them, ‘This I knew ina great 
meafure, and could moft heartily join 
them. But when they fpoke of a future 
fiate, they feemed to be altogether cer- 
tain of their calling and election of God; © 
and 
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and that no one could ever feparate 
them from the love of Chrift, or pluck... 
them out of his hands. This filled me 
with utter confternation, intermingled 
with admiration. I was fo amazed as 
not to know what to think of the com- 
pany; my heart was attracted and my 
affeGtions were enlarged. I wifhed to be 
as happy as them, and was perfuaded in 
my mind that they were different fromthe 
world ‘that lieth in wickednefs,’ 1 John 
v. 19. Their language and finging, 
&c. did well harmonize; I was entirely 
overcome, and wifhed to live and die 
thus. Laftly, fome perfons inthe place 
produced fome neat bafkets full of buns, 
which they diftributed about; and each 
perfoncommunicated with his neighbour, 
and fipped water out of different mugs, 
which they handed about to all who were 
prefent, ‘This kind of Chriftian fellow- 
fhip | had never feen, nor ever thought 
of fecing on earths it fully reminded me 
G 6 of 
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of what I had read in the holy fcrip- 
tures, of the primitive Chriftians, who 
loved each other and broke bread. 
In partaking of it, even from houfe 
to houfe, this entertainment (which 
lafted about four hours) ended in fing- 
ing and prayer. It was the firft foul 
feaft I ever was prefent at. This laft 
twenty-four hours producel me things, 
fpiritual and temporal, flzeping and 
waking, judgment and mercy, that I 
could not but admire the goodnefs of 
God, in direéting the blind, blafphem- 
ous finner in the path that he knew not 
of, even among the juft; and inflead of 
judgment he has {hewed mercy, and will 
hear and anfwer the prayers and fup- 
plications of every returning prodigal: 


Q! to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm conftrain’d to be ! 


Af:er this I was refolved to win Hea- 
ven if poffible; and if I perifhed I 
thought 
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thought it thould be at the feet of Jefus, 
in praying to him for falvation. After 
having been an eye-witnefs to fome of 
the happinefs which attended thofe who 
feared God, I knew not how, with any 
propriety, to return to my lodgings, 
‘where the name of God was continually 
‘profaned, at which I felt the greateft 
horror, I paufed in my mind for fome 
time, not knowing what to do; whe- 
ther to hire a bed elfewhere, or g0 
home again. At laft, fearing an evil 
report might arife, | went home, with 
a farewell to card-playing and vain jeft- 
ing, &c. I faw that time was very 
fhort, eternity long, and very near, and 
I viewed thofe perfons alone blefied 
who were found ready at midnight call, 
or when the Judge of all, both quick 
and dead, cometh. 

The next day I took courage, and 
went to Holborn, to fee my new 
and worthy acquaintance, the old man, 
Mir, 
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; he, with his wife, a gra- 


Mr. C 
cious woman, were at work at filk - 
weaving; they feemed mutually happy, 
and both quite glad to fee me, and I 
more fo to fee them. I fat down, and 
we converfed much about foul matters, 
&c. Their difcourfe was amazingly de- 
lightful, edifying, and pleafant, I knew 
not at laft how to leave this agreeable 
pair, till time fummoned me away. As 
I was going they lent mea little book, 
entitled ** The Converfion of an In- 
«‘ dian.” It was in queftions and 
an{wers. ‘lhe poor man came over the 
fea to London, to inquire after the 
Chriftian’s God, who, (through rich ~ 
mercy) he found, and had not his jour- 
ney in vain. The above book was of 
great ufe to me, and at that time was a 
means of ftrengthening my faith; how- 
ever, in parting, they both invited me 
to call on them when I pleafed. ‘This 


delighted me, and I took care to make 
all : 
cs 
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all the improvement from it I could; 
and fo far I thanked God for fuch com- 
pany and defires. I prayed that the 
many evils | felt within might be done 
away, and that [ might be weaned from 
my former carnal acquaintances. ‘This 
was quickly heard and anfwered, and I 
was foon connected with thofe whom the 
{cripture calls the excellent of the earth, 
I heard the gofpel preached, and the 
thoughts of my heart and actions were 
laid open by the preachers, and the way 
of falvation by Chrift alone was evi- 
dently fet forth. hus I went on hap- 
pily for near two months; and I once 
heard, during this period, a reverend 
gentleman {peak of a man who had de- 
parted this life in full affurance of 
his going to glory. I was much afto- 
nifhed at the affertion; and did very 
deliberately inquire how he could get , 
at this knowledge. I was anfwered 
fully, agreeable to what I read in the 
oracles 
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ofacles of truth; and was told alfo, that 
if I did not experience the new birth, | 
and the pardon of my fins, through the 
blood of Chrift, before I died, I could 
not enter the kingdom of heaven. I 
knew not what to think of this report, 
as | thought I kept eight commandments 
out of ten; then my worthy interpreter 
told: me I did not do it, nor could 1; 
and he added, that no man ever did or 
could keep the commandments, with- 
out offending in one point. I thought 
this founded very ftrange, and puzzled 
me much for many weeks; for Ithought 
it a hard faying. I then ‘afked my ~ 


friend, Mr. L- d, who was a clerk 
in a chapel, why the commandments of 
God were given, if we could not be 
faved by them? To which he replied, 
‘ The law is a fchoolmafter to bring us 
‘to Chrift,’ who alone could and did 
keep the commandments, and fulfilled 
all their requirements for his elect 


people, 
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people, even thofe towhom he had given 
a living faith, and the fins of thofe 
chofen veffels were already atoned for and 
forgiven them whilft living; and if I 
‘did not experience the fame before 
“my exit, the Lord would fay at that 
‘great day to me ‘ Go ye curfed,’ &c. 
&c. for God would appear faithful in his 
‘judgments to the wicked, as he would 
be faithful in thewing mercy to thole 
-who were ordained to it before the world 
‘was; therefore Chrift Jefus feemed to be 
all in all to that man’s foul. Iwas much 
“wounded at this difcourfe, and brought. 
into fuch a dilemma as I never expected. 
‘Jafked him, if be wasto die that moment, 
‘whether he was fure to enter the king- 
dom of God? and added, ‘ Do you 
‘know that your fins are forgiven 
‘you?’ He anfwered in the affirmative. 
Then confufion, anger, and difcontent 
feized me, and I ftaggered much at this 
fort of doctrine; it brought me toa 
fland, 
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ftand, not knowing which to believe, 
whether falvation by works or by faith 
only in Chrift. I requefted him to tell 
me how I might know when my fins 
were forgiven me. He affured me he 
could not, and that none but God alone 
could do this. I told him it was very 
myfterious; but he faid it was really 
matter of fact, and quoted many por- 
tions of feripture immediately to the 
point, to which I could make no reply. 
He then defired me to pray to God to 
fhew me thefe things. I anfwered, 
that I prayed to God every day? He 
faid, ‘I perceive you are a church- 
‘man.’ I anfwered I was. He then 
entreated me to beg of God to fhew me | 
what I was, and the true ftate of my 
foul. I thought the prayer very fhort 
and odd; fo we parted for that time. 
I weighed all thefe things well over, 
_ and could not help thinking how it was 
pofiible for a man to know that his fins 
were 
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were forgiven him in this life. I withed 
that God would reveal this felf fame 
thing unto me. Ina fhort time after 
this I went to Weftminfter chapel; 
the Rev. Mr. P—-— preached, from 
Lam. iti. 39. It was a wonderful fer- 
mon; he clearly fhewed that a living 
man had no caufe to complain for the 
punifhment of his fins; he evidently 
juftified the Lord in all his dealings 
with the fons of. men; he alfo thewed 
the juftice of God in the eternal punith- 
ment of the wicked and impenitent, 
the difcourfe feemed to me like a two- 
edged {word cutting all ways; it afforded 
me much joy, intermingled with many 
fears, about my foul; and when it was 
ended, he gave it out that he intended, 
the enfuing week, to examine all 
thofe who meant to attend the Lord’s 
table. Now I thought much of my 
good works, and at the fame time was 
doubtful of my being a proper object 
; to 
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to receive the facrament ; I was full of 
meditation till the day of examining. 
However, I went to the chapel, and, ~ 
though much diftreffed, I addrefled the 
reverend gentleman, thinking, if I was 
not right, he would endeavour to con- 
vince me of it. When I converfed with 
him, the firft thing. he afked me was, | 
what I knew of Chrift? I told him I 
believed in him, and had been baptized — 
in his name. ‘ Then,’ faid he, ‘ when 
‘ were you brought to the knowledge of 
“God? and how were you convinced of 
‘fin’? I knew not what he meant by 
thefe queftions; I told him I kept eight 
commandments out of ten; but that I 
fometimes fwore on board fhip, and 
fometimes when on fhore, and broke the 
fabbath. He then afked me if I could 
read? I anfwered, ‘ Yes.’—‘ Then,’ 
faid he, ‘ do you not read in the bible, ° 
‘ he that offends in one point is guilty 
“or valle a’ Ts faid,:** * Y-e5.°" Taare 
affured 
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afflured me, that one fin unatoned for was 
as fuficient todamn a foul as one leak was 
to fink afhip. Here! was ftruck withawe; 
for the minifter exhorted me much, and 
reminded me of the fhortnefs of time, 
and the length of eternity, and that no 
unregenerate foul, or any thing unclean, 
could enter the kingdom of Heaven. 
He did not admit me as a communi- 
cant; but reccommended me to read the 
{criptures, and hear the word preached, 
not to neglect fervent prayer to God, 
who has promifed to hear the fuppli- 
cations of thofe who feek him in godly 
fincerity; fo I took my leave of him, 
with many thanks, and refolved to fol- 
low his advice, fo far as the Lord would 
condefcend to enable me. During this » 
time I was out of employ, nor was I 
likely to get a fituation fuitable for me, 
which obliged me to go once more to 
fea. I engaged as fteward of a fhip 
called the Hope, Capt. Richard Strange, 


bound 
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bound from London to Cadiz in Spain. 
In a fhort time after I was on board I 
heard the name of God much blaf- 
phemed, and I feared greatly, left I 
{hould catch the horrible infection. [| 
thought if J finned again, after having 
life and death fet evidently before me, 
I thould certainly goto hell. My mind 
was uncommonly chagrined, and I mur- 
mured much at God’s providential deal- 
ings with me, and was difcontented. 
with the commandments, that I could 
not be faved by what I] had done; I 
hated all things, and withed [ had never 
been born; confufion feized me, and I 
wifhed to be annihilated. One day I 
was ftanding on the very edge of the 
ftern of the fhip, thinking to drown — 
myfelf; but this {cripture was inftantly 
impreffed on my mind—‘ that no mur- 
‘derer hath eternal life abiding in 
‘him,’ 1 John it. 15. Then I paufed, 
and thought myfelf the unhappieft 
man 
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man living, Again I was convinced 
that the Lord was better to me than I de- 
ferved, and | was better off in the world 
than many. | After this I began to fear 
death ; I fretted, mourned, and prayed, 
till I became a burden to others, but 
more fo to myfelf. At length I con- 
cluded to beg my bread on fhore rather 
than go again to fea amongft a people 
who feared not God, and I entreated 
the captain three different times to dif- 
Charge me; he would not, but each 
time gave me greater and greater encou- 
ragement to continue with him, and all 
on board fhewed me very great civility : 
notwithftanding all this I was unwilling 
to embark again. At laft fome of my 
religious friends advifed me, by faying 
it was my lawful calling, confequently 
it was my duty to obey, and that God 
was not confined to place, &c. &c. par- 
ticularly Mr. G. S. the governor of To- 
thil-fields Bridewell, who pitied my. 
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cafe, and read the eleventh chapter of: 
the Hebrews to me, with exhortations. 
He prayed for me, and I believed that 
he prevailed on my behalf, as my bur- 
den was then greatly removed, and I 
found a heartfelt refignation to the will 
of God, ‘The good man gave me a 
pocket Bible and Allen’s Alarm to the 
unconverted. We parted, and the next 
day I went on board again. We failed 
for Spain, and 1 found favour with the 
@aptain. It was the fourth of the month 
of September when we failed from Lon- 
don; we had a delightful voyage to 
Cadiz, where we arrived the twenty- 
third of the fame month, The place 

is trong, commandsa fine profpect, and ~ 

is verytich, ‘The Spanish galloons fre- 

quent that port, and fome arrived 

whilft we were there. I had many op-— 

portunities of reading the {criptures. I 

wreftled hard with God in fervent 

prayer, who had declared in his word 

) that 
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shat le would hear the groanings and 
deep fighs of the poor in {pirit. I found 
this verified to my utter aftonifhment 
and comfort in the following manner: 

On the morning of the 6th of October, 
(I pray you to.attend) or all that day, I 
thought that I fhould either fee or hear 
fomething’fupernatural. 1 had a fecret 
impulfe on my mind of fomething that 
was to take place, which drove me con- 
tinually for that time to a throne of 
grace. It pleafed God to enable me to 
wreftle with him, as Jacob did : I prayed 
that if fudden death were to happen, 
and I perifhed, it might be at Chrift’s 


Tee. 
In the evening of the fame day, as I 


was reading and meditating on the fourth 
chapter of the Adis, twelth verfe, under 
‘the folemn apprehenfions of eternity, 
and reflecting on my paft actions, I be- 
gan to think I had lived a moral life, 
and that J had a proper ground to believe - 
Vou, Il. Hi Thad 
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Y had an intereft in the divine favours 
but ftill meditating on the fubjet, not 
knowing whether falvation was to be 
had partly for our own good deeds, or 
folely as the fovereign gift of God; in 
this deep confternation the Lord was. 
pleafed to break in upon my foul with 
his bright beams of heavenly light; and. 
in an inftant as it were, removing the 
veil, and letting light into a dark place, 
I {aw clearly with the eye of faith the 
crucified Saviour bleeding on the -crofs. 
on mount Calvary: the fcriptures be- 
came an unfealed book, I faw myfelf 
a condemned criminal under the law, 
which came with, its full force to my 
confcience, and when ¢ the command-- 
‘ment came fin revived, and] died,’ J] 
faw the Lord Jefus Chrift in his humilia- 
tion, loaded and bearing my reproach, 
fin, and fhame. [| then clearly perceived — 
that by the deeds of the law no fleth liy= 
ing could be juftified. 1 was then con-" 
| | ~-vinced 
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vineed that by the firt Adam fin came, 
and by the fecond Adam (the Lord Jefus 
Chrift) all that are faved muft be made 
alive. It was given me at that time to 
know what it was to be born again, 
John iii, 5. 1 faw the eighth chapter to 
the Romans, and the doctrines of God’s 
decrees, verified agreeable to his eternal, 
everlafting, and unchangeable purpofese 
The word of God was fweet to my 
tafte, yea fweeter than honey and the 
honeycomb. Chrift was revealed to 
my foul as the chiefeft among ten 
thoufand. Thefe heavenly moments 
were really as life to the dead, and what 
John calls an earneft of the Spirit*, 
This was indeed unfpeakable, and I 
firmly believe undeniable by many. 
Now every leading providential cir- 
cumftance that happened to me, from 
the day I was taken from my parents 
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to that hour, was. then in my view, 
as if it had but juft then occurred, 
I was fenfible of the invifible hand 
of God, which guided and proteéted me 
when in truth I knew it not: fill the 
Lord purfued me although I flighted 
and difregarded it; this mercy melted 
me down. When I confidered my poor 
wretched flate I wept, feeing what a 
great debtor I was to fovereign free 
grace. Now the Ethiopian was willing to 
be faved by Jefus Chrift, the finner’s only 
furety, and alfo to rely on none other per- 
fon or thing for falvation. Self was ob- 
noxious, and good works he had none, for 
it is God that worketh in us both to will 
andto do, The amazing things of that 
hour can never be told—it was joy in 
the Holy Ghoft! I felt an aftonifhing 
change; the burden of fin, the gaping 
jaws of hell, and the fears of death, 
that weighed me down before, now loft 
their horror; indeed I thought death 


would 
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would now be the beft earthly friend I 
ever had, Such were my grief and joy 
as 1 believe are feldom experienced, I 
was bathed in tears, and faid, What am 
I that God fhould thus look on me the 
vile of finners? I felt a deep concern 
for my mother and friends, which occa- 
fioned me to pray with frefh ardour; 
and, in the abyfs of thought, I viewed 
the unconverted people of the world in 
a very awful. ftate, being without God 
and without hope. weg 

_ It pleafed God to pour out on me the 
Spirit of prayer and the grace of ‘fup- 
plication, fo that in loud acclamations I 
was enabled to praife and glorify his 
moft holy name. When I got out of 
the cabin, and told fome of the people 
what the Lord had done for me, alas, 
who could underftand me or believe my 
report!—None but to whom the arm of 
the Lord was revealed. I became a bar- 
barian to them in talking of the love of 
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Chrift : his name was to me as ointment 
poured forth; indeed it was fweet to my 
foul, but to them a rock of offence. | 


thought my cafe fingular, and every } 


hour a day until I came to London, for 
I much longed to be with fome to whom 
I could tell of the wonders of God’s love 
towards me, and join in prayer to him 
whom my foulloved and thirfted after. | 


-had uncommon commotions within, fuch 


as few can tell aught about. Now the 
bible was my only companion and com- 
fort; I prized it much;- with many 
thanks to God that I could read it for my-_ 
felfaad was not leftto be toffed about or 
led by man’s devices and notions. . The 
worth of a foul cannot ‘be told.— May 
the Lord give the reader an underftand- 
ing in this. Whenever I looked jn the 
bible I faw things new, and many texts 
were immediately applied to me with 


great comfort, for I knew that to me 


was the word of falvation fent. Sure I 
was 


or 
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owas that the Spirit which indited the 
word opened my heart to receive the 
truth of it as it is in Jefus—that the fame 
Spirit enabled me to at faith upon the 
promifes that were {fo precious to me, 
and enabled me to believe to the falva- 
tion of my foul. By free grace I was per- 
fuaded that I had a part in the firft refur- 
rection, and was * enlightened with the 
‘light of .the living,’ Job xxxill. 30. 
I withed fora man of God with whom, I 
might. converfe: my foul was like the 
chariots of Aminidab, Canticles Vi. 12. 
-'Thefe, among others, were the precious 
promifes that were fo powerfully ap- 
plied to me: ¢ All things whatfoever ye 
‘ fhall afk in prayer, believing, ye fhail 
* receive,’ Mat. xxi, 22. * Peace I 
‘ leave with you, my peace I give unto 
‘you,’ John xiv. 27. Ifaw the bleffed 


Redeemer to be the fountain of life, and 


the well of.falvation. I experienced 
him all inall; he had brought me by a 
Hi 4 way 
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way that I knew not, and he had made 
crooked paths ftraight. Chen in his name 
‘T fet up my Ebenezer, faying, Hitherto 
he hath helped me: and could fay tothe. 
finners about me, Behold what a Sa- 
‘viour I have! Thus I was, by the 
‘teaching of that all-glorious Deity, the 
great One in Three, and Three in One, 
confirmed in the truths of the bible, 

-thofe oracles of everlafting truth, on 
which every foul livine muft ftand 
or fall eternally, agreeable to A&@s 
iv. 12. ‘ Neither is there falvation in 
‘any other, for there is none other 
* name under heaven given among men 

‘whereby we muft be faved, but only 

*Chrift Jefus.” May God give the reader 

a right underftanding in thefe faéts! To 
him that believeth all thi ings are pof- 
fible, but to them that are unbelieving 
nothing is pure, Titus 1. 15. During 
this period we remained at Cadiz until 
our fhip got laden. We failed about 

the 
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the fourth of November; and, having 
a good paflage, we arrived in London 
the month following, to my conifort, 
with heartfelt gratitude to God for his 
rich and unfpeakable mercies. On 
my return | had but one text which 
puzzled me, or that the devil endeavour- 
ed to buffet me with, viz. Rom. xi. 6: 
and, as I had heard of the Reverend 
Mr. Romaine, and his great knowledge 


‘in the {criptures, I withed much to hear 
him preach. One day | went to Black- 


friars church, and, to my great fatif- 


faction and furprife, he preached from 


that very text. He very clearly fhewed 
the difference between human works 
and free election, which is according 
to God’s fovereign will and pleafure. 
Thefe glad tidings fet me entirely at 
liberty, and I went out of the church 
rejoicing, feeing my fpots were thofe 
of God’s children. I went to Weftmin- 
fer Chapel, and faw fome of my old 

H5 friends, 
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friends, who were glad when they per- 
ceived the wonderful change that the 
Lord had wrought in me, ‘Particularly - 
Mr. G— S—, my worthy acquaintance, 
who was a man of a choice fpirit, and 
had great zeal for the Lord’s fervice, 
I enjoyed his correfpondence till he 
died in the year 1784. I was again ex~ 
amined at that fame chapel, and was 
received into church fellowfhip amongft 
them : I rejoiced in fpirit, making me- 
lody in my heart to the God of all my 
mercies. Now my whole with was to 
be diffolved, and to be with Chrit{— 


but, alas! I muft wait mine appointed 
time, 


MISCELLANEOUS 
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MICELLANEOUS VERSES, 


OR 


Reflections on the State of my mind 
during my firft Convictions ; of the 


Neceffity of believing the Truth, 
and experiencing the ineftimable 


Benefits of Chriftianity. 


We tt may I fay my life has been 
One fcene of forrow and of pain ; 
From early days I griefs have known, 
And as I grew my griefs have grown: 


Dangers were always in my path; 
_ And fear of wrath, and fometimes death ; 
While pale dejection in me reign’d 
I often wept, by grief conftrain’d. 


When taken from my native land, 
By an unjuft and cruel band, 

How did uncommon dread prevail ! 
My fighs no more I could conceal. 


« To eafe my mind I often ftrove, 

‘ And tried my trouble to remove: 

« I fung, and utter’d fighs between— 
¢ Affay’d to ftifle guilt with fin. . 
AAS H6 3 
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*« But O! not all that I could do 

* Would ftop the current of my woes 

« Conviction ftill my vilenefs fhew’d ; 

* How great my guilt-—how loft from God? 


« Prevented, that £ could not die, 
* Nor might to one kind refuge fly ; 
An orphan ftate I had to mourn,— 
Forfook by all, and'left forlorn.’ 


a 


ry 


Thofe who beheld my downcaft mien 
Could not guefs at my woes unfeen : 
‘They by appearance could not know 
The troubles that I waded through. 


« Luft, anger, blafphemy, and pride, 

‘ With legions of fuch ills befide, 

« Troubled my thoughts,’ while doubts and fears. 
Clouded and darken’d moft my years.. 


< Sighs now no more would be confin’d— 

‘ They breath’d the trouble of my mind: 
« J wifh’d for death, but check’d the word,, 
« And often pray’d unto the Lord.’ 


Unhappy, more than fome on earth, 

I thought the place that gave me birth— 
Strange thoughts opprefs’d—while I replicd 
«© Why not in Ethiopia died 2” 


And 
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And why thus fpared, nigh to hell ?>— 
God only knew—TI could not tell! 
* A tott’ring fence, a bowing wall,’ 
* I thought myfelf ere fince the fall.’ 


a 


Oft times I mufed, nigh defpair, 

While birds melodious fill’d the air : 
Thrice happy fongfters, ever free, 

How blefs’d were they compar’d to me !? 


aA 


A 


a 


Thus all things added to my pain, 

While grief compell’d me to complain $ 
When fable clouds began to rife 

My mind grew darker than the fkies. 


The Englifh nation call’d to leave, 

How did my breaft with forrows heave ! 

{ long’d for reft—cried «* Help me, Lord? 
«© Some mitigation, Lord, afford !” 


Yet on, dejected, ftill 1 went— 
Heart+throbbing woes within were pent 5 
Nor land, nor fea, could comfort give, 
Nothing my anxious mind relieve. 


Weary with travail, yet unknown 
To all but God and felf alone, 
Numerous months for peace I ftrove, 
And numerous foes I had to prove. 
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Your’d to dangers, griefs, and woes, 
Train’d up ’midft perils, deaths, and-foes, 
I faid <* Muft it thus ever be ?— 

<¢ No quiet is permitted me.” 


Hard hap, and more than heavy lot! 

I pray’d to God <* Forget me not— 

«« What thou ordain’it willing I'll bear ; 
«© ButO! deliver from defpair !?? 


Strivings and wreftlings feem’d in vain ; 
Nothing I did could eafe my pain : 

Then gave I up my works and will, 
Confefs’d and’ own’d my doom was hell! 


Like fome poor pris’ner at the bar, 
Confcious of guilt, of fin and fear, 
Arraign’d, and felf-condemned, I ftood— 
« Loft in the world, and in my blood !? 


Yet here, ’midft blackeft clouds confin’d, 
"A beam from Chrift, the day-ftar, fhin’d 
Surely, thought I, if Jefus pleafe, 

He can at once fign my releafe. 


I, ignorant of his righteoufnefs, 

Set up my labours 1m its place ; 

‘ Forgot for why his blood was fhed, 
*« And pray’d and fafted in its ftead.? 
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He dy’d for finners —-I am one! 
Might not his blood for me atone ? 
Tho’ Lam nothing elfe but fin, 
Yet furely he can make me clean! 


Thus light came in, and I believ’d ; 
Myfelf forgot, and help receiv’d! 

My Saviour then I know I found, 

Por, eas’d from guilt, no more I groan’d. 


O, happy hour, in which I ceas’d 
To mourn, for then I found a reft! 
My foul and Chrift were now as one— 
Thy. light, O Jefus, in me fhone! 


Blefs’d be thy name, for now I know 

I and my works can nothing do; 

«« The Lord alone can ranfom man— 

«¢ For this the fpotlefs Lamb was flain |? 


When facrifices, works, and pray’r, 
Prov’d vain, and ineffectual were, 

«© Lo, thenI come !”’ the Saviour cry’d, 
And, bleeding, bow’d his head and dy’d! 


He dy’d for all who ever faw 

No help in them, nor by the law :— 
I this have feen; and gladly own 

‘* Salvation is by Chrift alone *!” 
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The author embarks ou board a fhip bouna 
for Cadiz—Is near being fhipwrecked 
Goes to Malaga—Remarkable. fine 
cathedral there—The author difputes 
witha pepifh prieft—Picking up eleven 
miferable men at fea in returning to 
England—Engages again with Dottor 
Irving to accompany him to famaica 
and the Mofquito Shore—Meets with an 
Indian prince on board—The author at- 
rempts to inftruél him in the truths of 
the Gofpel—Fruftrated by the bad ex- 
ample of fome in the fhip—They arrive 
on the Mofquito Shore with fome flaves 
ibey purchafed at Famaica, and begin to 
cultivate a plantation—Some account of 
the manners and cufloms of. the Mofquito 


Indians—Snuccefsful device of the au- 
thor’s 


. Y wa a a pes... ie > plait la i te ~~ 
peagere Sey tk OS ae 


Sp eee Re. ae b 
Ps Oe Pi IN AL 


iL. we of 


ibor’s to quell a riot among them—Cit~ 
rious entertainment given by them to 
Do€tor I rving and the author, who leaves 
the foore and goes for Famaica—TIs bar» 
baroufly treated by a man with whom be 
engaged for bis paffage—Efcapes and 
foes to the Mofquito admiral, who treats 
him kindly—He gets another veffel and 
§0eS on board—Inftances of bad treat- 
ment—Meets Dottor Irving—-Gets to 
Jamaita—Is cheated by his captain— 
Leaves the Dottor and goes for Linge 
land. | 


WHEN our fhip was got ready for 
fea again, I was entreated by the cap- 
tain to go in her once more; but, as I 
felt myfelf now as happy as I could 
with to be in this life, I for fome time 
refufed ; however, the advice of my 
friends at laft prevailed; and, in full 
refignation to the will of God, I again 
embarked for Cadiz in March 1775. 

| We 


{ g62 4] 
We hada very good paflage, without 
any material accidents until we arrived 
off the Bay of ‘Cadiz; when one Sun- 
day, juft as we were going into the har- 
bour, the fhip ftruck againft a rock - 
and knocked off a garboard plank, 
which is the next to the keel. In an 
jnftant all hands were in the greateit 
confufion, and began with loud cnes 
‘to call on God to have mercy on them. 
Although: I could not fwim,- and faw 
no way of efcaping death, | felt. no 
dread in my then fituation, having no — 
defire to live. I even rejoiced in 
{pirit, thinking this death would be 
fudden glory. But the fulnefs of ume 
was not yet come. The people near to 
me were much aftonifhed in feeing me 
thus calm and refigned; but I told 
them of the peace of God, which 
through fovereign grace I enjoyed, and 
thefe words were that inftlant in my 


mind ‘ ‘3 
«: Chrift 


Eiths 
** Chrift is my pilot wife 
«© My foul each ftorm 
“Lord, 
** T truft his faithfulnefs and power, 
** To fave me in the trying hour, 
** Though rocks and quickiands dee 
“* my paflage lie, 
“* Yet Chritt thall fafely keep and guide me with 
** his eye, 
** How can I fink with facha prop, 
** ‘That bears the world and all things up?” 


» my compa{s is his word ; 
defies, while I have fuch a 


p through all 


_ At this time there were many large 
Spanith flukers or pafiage-veffels full 
of people croffing the channel; who 
feeing our condition, a number of them 
came alongfide of us. As many hands 
as could be employed began to work; 
fome at our three pumps, and the reft 
unloading the fhip as fat as poffible. 
There being only a fingle rock called 
the Porpus on which we ftruck, we foon 
got off it, and providentially it was then 
high water, we therefore run the fhip 
afhore at the neareft place to keep her 
from finking. Aiter many tides, with 
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a great deal of care and indufiy, we 
got her repaired again. When we had 
difpatched our bufinefs at Cadiz, we 
went to Gibraltar, and from thence to» 
“Malaga, a very pleafant and rich city, 
where there is one of the fineft cathe- 
drals I hadever feen. It had been above 
fifty years inbuilding, as Lheard, though 
‘+ was not then quite finifhed; great 
part of the infide, however, was com- 
pleted and highly decorated with the 
richeft marble columns and many fu-- 
perb paintings ; it was lighted occa- 
fionally by an amazing number of wax - 
tapers of different fizes, fome of which 
were as thick as a man’s thigh; thefe, 
however, were only ufed on fome of 
their grand feftivals. a 
I was very much fhocked at the 
cuftom of bull-baiting, and other di- 
verfions which prevailed here on Sun-- 
day evenings, to the great fcandal of © 


Chriftianity. and morals. J ufed to ex- 
| ; prefs 
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prefs my abhorrence of it to a priett 
whom I met with. I had frequent 
contefts about religion with the reve- 
rend father, in which he took great 
pains to make a profelyte of me to his 
church ; and I no lefs-to convert him 
to mine. On thefe occafiens I ufed to 
produce my Bible, and thew him in 
what points his church erred. He 
then faid he had been in England, and 
that every perfon there read the Bible, 
which was very wrong ; but I anfwer- 
ed him that Chrift defired us to fearch 
the Scriptures. In his-zeal for my con- 
verfion, he folicited me to eo to one 
of the univerfities in Spain, and de- 
clared that I fhould have my educa- 
tion free ; and told me, if I got my- 
felf made a prieft, I might in time 
become even pope; and that Pope 
Benedict was a black man. As I was 
ever defirous of learning, I paufed for 
fome time upon this temptation; and 
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thought by being crafty I might catch 
fome with guile; but I began to think 
that it would be only hypocrify in me 
to embrace his offer, as I could not 
in confcience conform to the opinions 
of his church. I was therefore enabled 
to. regard the word of God, which 
fays, ‘ Come out from amongft them,’ 
and refufed Father Vincent’s offer. So 
we parted without conviction on either 
fide. 

Having taken at this place fome 
fine wines, fruits, and money, we pro- 
ceeded to Cadiz, where we took about 
two tons more of money, &c. and then 
failed for England in the month of 
June. When we were about the north 
‘Jatitade 42, we had contrary wind for 
feveral days, and the fhip did not make 
in that time above fix or feven miles 
ftraight courfe. This made the cap 
tain exceeding fretful and peevifh: 
and I was very forry to hear God’s 
moft 
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moft holy name often blafphemed by 


him, One day, as he was in that im- 


pious mood, a young gentleman on 
board, who was a patlenger, reproached 
him, and faid he a@ed Wrong; for we 
ought to be thankful to God for all 
things, as we were not in want of any 
thing on board; and though the wind 
was contary for us, yet it was fair for 
fome others, who, perhaps, ftood in 
pee ited of ie than we,” T time 
diately feconded this young gentleman 
with fome boldnefs, and faid we had 
not the leaft caufe to murmur, for 
that the Lord was better to us than we 
_deferved, and that he had done all 
things well. I expected that the cap- 
_ tain would be very angry with me for 
{peaking, but he replied not a word. 
However, before that time on the fol- 
lowing day, being the arft of June, 
-Much to our great joy and aftonifh- 
ment, we faw the providential hand of 
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our 


foil Gehho as 
our benign Creator, whofe ways with 
his blind creatures are paft finding out. 
The preceding night I dreamed that | 
faw.a boat immediately off the ftarboard. 
main fhrouds; and exactly at half pait 
one o'clock, the following day at noon, 
while I was below, jufl as we had 
dined in the cabin, the man at the 
helm cried out, A boat! which bronght 
my dream that inftant into my mind. 
I was the firft man that jumped on 
the deck; and, looking from the 
fhrouds onward, according to my dream, 
{ defcried a little boat at fome diftance; 
but, as the waves were high, it was as 
much as we could do fometimes to dif- 
cern her ; we however ftopped the fhip’s 
way, and the boat, which was extremes» 
ly fimall, came alonefide with eleven mi- 
{erable men, whom we took on board 
immediately. ‘To all human appear- 
ance, thefe people muft have perifhed 
in the courfe of one hour or lefs, 
I the 
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the boat being fmall, it barely con- 
tained them. When we took them up 
they were half drowned, and had no 
victuals, compafs, water, or any other 
neceflary whatfoever, ard had only one 
bit of an oar to fteer with, and that 


aight before the wind; fo that they 


were obliged to truft entirely to the 
mercy of the waves. As foon as we 
got them all on -board, they bowed 
themfelves on their knees, and, with 
hands and voices lifted up to hea~ 
yen, thanked God for their delive- 
rance; and I truft that my prayers were 
not wanting amoneft them at the fame 
time. This mercy of the Lord quite 
melted me, and I recollected his words, 
which I faw thus verified in the 107th 
Pialm ‘ O give thanks unto the Lord, 
‘ for he is good, for his mercy endureth 
‘forever. Hungry and thirfty, their 
* fouls fainted in them. ‘ They cried 
* unto Lord in their trouble, and he 
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© delivered them out of: their diftreffes, 
‘And he led them forth by the right 
‘ way, that they might go to a city of 
© habitation. O that men would praife 
‘ the Lord for his goodnefs and for his — 
€ wonderful works to the children of 
‘men! For he fatisfieth the longing. 
© foul, and filleth the hungry foul with 
* goodnefs. 

« Such as fit in darknefs and in tis 
‘ fhadow of death : 

« Then they cried unto the Jord in 
¢ their trouble, and he faved them out 
© of their diftreffes, They that go down 
to the fea in fhips; that do bufinefs 
‘in great waters: thefe fee the works 
< of the Lord, and his wonders in the - 
‘deep. Whofo is wife and will ob- 
¢ ferve thefe things, even they fhall 

¢ underftand the loving kindnefs of the 
iB cieerecmtae 

The poor diftrefled captain Gaia 
“ that the Lord is good; for, fecing - 
© that 
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* that [ am not fit to die, he there- 
‘ fore gave me a fpace of time to 
* repent.’. I was very glad to hear this 
expreffion, and took an opportunity 
when convenient of talking to him on 
the providence of God. They told us 
_ they were Portuguefe, and were in a 
brig loaded with corn, which fhifted 
that morning at five o’clock, owing to 
which the veffel funk that inftant with 
two of the crew; and how thefe eleven 
got into the boat (which was lafhed te 
the deck) not one of them could tell. 
We provided them with every necef- 
fary, and brought them all fafe to Lon- 
don: and I hope the Lord gave them 
repentance unto life eternal. | 
I was happy once more amongft my 
friends and brethren, till November, 
when my old friend, the celebrated 
‘Doctor Irving, bought a remarkable 
fine floop, about 150 tons. He had a 
mind for a new adventure in cultivat- 
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ing a plantation at Jamaica and the 
Mufquito Shore; afked me to go with 
him, and faid that he would truft 
me with his eftate in preference to any 
one. By the advice, therefore, of my 
friends, I accepted ef the offer, know- 


ing that the harveft was fully ripe in 
thofe parts, and hoped to be the in- 
ftrument, under God, of bringing fome 
poor finner to my well beloved matter, 
Jefus Chrift. Before I embarked, I 
found with the Do&or four Mufquite 
Indians, who were chiefs in their own 
country, and were brought here by 
fome Englith traders for fome felfith 
ends. One of them was the Mufquito 
kine’s fon ; a youth of about eighteen 
years of age ; and whilft he was here 
he was baptized by the name of 
George. They were going back at the 
eovernment’s expenfe, after having 
been in England about twelve months, 
during which they learned to- fpeak 
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pretty good Enghfh. When I came 
to talk to them about eight days before 
we failed, I was very much mortified 
in finding that they had not frequented 
any churches fince they were here, to 
be baptized, nor was any attention 
paid to their morals. I was very forry 
for this mock Chriftianity, and had juft 
an opportunity to take fome of them 
once to church before we failed. We 
embarked in the month of Novem- 
ber 1775, on board of the floop Morn- 
ing Star, Captain David Miller, and. 
failed for Jamaica. In our paflage, I 
took all the pains that I could to inftru@ 
the Indian prince in the doétrines of 
Chriftianity, of which he was entirely 
ignorant; and, to my great joy, he was 
quite attentive, and received with glad- 
nefs the truths that the Lord enabled 
me to fet forth to him. J taught him in 
the compafs of eleven days all the let- 
ters, and he could put even two or 
I3 three 
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three of them together and fpell them. 
I had Fox’s Martyrology with cuts, 
and he ufed to be very fond of looking 

“into it, and would afk many queftions 
about the papal cruelties he faw de- 

“tpicted there, which I explained to him. 
I made fuch progrefs with this youth, 
-efpecially in religion, that when I ufed 
to go to bed at different hours of the 

night, if he was in his bed, he would 
eet up on purpofe to go to prayer with 
me, without any other clothes than his 
fhirt; and before he would eat any of 

“his meals amongft the gentlemen in 
the cabin, he would firft come to me 
to pray, as he called it. I was well 
‘pleafed at this, and took great delight 
in him, and ufed much fupplication to 
-God for his converfion. I was in full 

hope of feeing daily every appearance 
of that change which I could with; not > 
knowing the devices of fatan, who had 
many of his emiffaries to fow his tares” 

ag 
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as fatt as I fowed the good feed, and 
pull down as faft as I built up. ‘Thus 
we went on nearly four fifths of our 
paflage, when fatan at laft got the up- 
per hand. Some of his meffengers, 
feeing this poor heathen much ad- 
vanced in piety, began to afk him 
whether I had converted him to 
Chriftianity, laughed, and made their 
jeft at him, for which I rebuked them 
as much as I could; but this treatment 
caufed the prince to halt between two 
opinions. Some of the true fons of 
Belial, who did not believe that there 
was any hereafter, told him never to 
fear the devil, for there was none 
exifting ; and if ever he came to the 
prince, they defired he might be 
fent to them. Thus they teazed the 
poor innocent youth, fo that he would’ 
not learn his book any more! He would 
not drink nor caroufe with thefe un- 
godly actors, nor would he be with me, 

I 4 even. 
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even at prayers. This grieved me very 
much, 1] endeavoured to perfuade him 
as well as I could, but he would not 
come ; and entreated him very much to 
tell me his reafons for acting thus. At> 
laft he afked me, ‘ How comes it that 
* all the white men on board who can 
‘read and write, and obferve the fun, 
‘and know all things, yet fwear, lie, 
‘and get drunk, only excepting your- 
“felf2’ I anfwered him, the reafon. 
was, that they did not fear God; and 
that if any one of them died fo they 
could not go to, or be happy with God. 
He replied, that if thefe perfons went 
to hel! he would go to hell too. I was. 
forry to hear this; and, as. he fome- 
times had the tooth-ach, and alfo fome 
other perfons in the fhip at the fame 
time, I afked him if their toothach made _ 
his eafy: he faid, No. Then I told. 
him if he and thefe people went to hell 


together, their pains would not make 
his 
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his any lighter. This anfwer had 
great weight with him: it depreffed 
his fpirits much; and he became ever 
after, during the paflage, fond of being 
alone. When we were in the latitude 
of Martinico, and near making the 
land, one morning we had a brik gale 
of wind, and, carrying too much fail, 
the main-maft went over the fide. 
Many people were then all about the 
deck, and the yards, mafts, and rigging, 
came tumbling all about us, yet there 
was not one of us in the leaft hurt, 
although fome were within a hair’s 
breadth of being killed: and, particu- 
larly, I faw two men then, by the pro- 
vidential hand of God, moft miracu- 
loufly preferved from being fmafhed to 
pieces. On the fifth of January we 
made Antigua and Montferrat, and ran’ 
along the reft of the iflands: andon’ | 
the fourteenth we arrived at Jamaica.” 
One Sunday while we were there I took 
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the Mufquito Prince George to church, 
where he faw the facrament adminif- - 
tered. When we came out we faw all 
kinds of people, almoft from the church 
door for the fpace of half a mile down 
to the waterfide, buying and felling all 
kinds of commodities: and thefe acts 
afforded me great matter of exhortation 
to this youth, who was much aftonifhed. 
Our veffel being ready to fail for the 
Mufquito fhore, I went with the Doctor 
on board a Guinea-man, to purchafe 
{ome flaves to carry with us, and cul- 
tivate a plantation; and I chofe them 
all my own countrymen. On the twelfth 
of February we failed from Jamaica, 
and on the eighteenth arrived at the 
Mufquito fhore, at a place called Du- 
peupy.. All our Indian guefts now, 
after | had admonifhed them and a few 
cafes of liquor given them by the Doc- 
tor, took an affectionate leave of us, and 

went afhore, where they were met by 
the 
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the Mufquito king, and we never faw 
one of them afterwards. We then failed 
to the fouthward of the fhore, to a 
place called Cape Gracias a Dios, where 
there was a large lagoon or lake, 
which received the emptying of two 
or three very fine large rivers, and 
abounded much in fifh and land tortoife. 
Some of the native Indians came on 
board of us here; and we ufed them 
well, and told them we weré come to 
dwell amongft them, which they feemed 
pleafed at. So the Dodtor and I, with 
fome others, went with them afhore; 
and they took us to different places to 
view the land, in order to choofe a 
place to make a plantation of. We fixed 
on a fpot near a river’s bank, in a rich 
foil; and, having got our neceflaries out 
of the floop, we began to clear away 
the woods, and plant different kinds of 
vegetables, which had a quick growth. 
While we were employed in this man- 
16 net, 
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ner, our veflel went northward to Black 
River to trade. While the was there, 
a Spanifh guarda cofta met with and 
took her, This proved very hurtful, 
‘and a great embarraffment to us. How- 
ever, we went on with the culture of 
the land. We ufed to make fires every 
night all around us, to keep off wild 
beafts, which, as foon as it was dark, 
fet up a moft hideous roaring. Our 
habitation being far up in the woods, 
we frequently faw different kinds of 
animals ; but none of them ever hurt us, 
except poifonous fnakes, the bite of 
which the Doctor ufed to cure by giving 
to the patient, as foon as poffible, about 
half a tumbler of ftrong rum, with a 
good deal of Cayenne pepper init. In 
this manner he cured two natives and 
one of his own flaves. The Indians were 
exceedingly fond of the Doétor, and they 
had good reafon for it ; for I believe they 
never had fuch an ufeful man amongtt 
| them. 
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them. They came from all quarters to 
our dwelling; and fome qwookwvow, or 
flat-headed Indians, who lived fifty or 
fixty miles above our river, and this fide 
of the South Sea, brought us a good 
deal of filver in exchange for our goods, 
The principal articles we could get 
from our neighbouring Indians, were 
turtle oil, and fhells, little fitk gra{s, 
and {ome provifions; but they would 
not work at any thing for us, except 
fifhing ; and a few times they affift- 
ed to cut fome trees down, in order 
to build us houfes; which they did 
exactly like the Africans, by the joint 
Jabour of men, women, and children, 
I do not recolle& any of them to have 
had more than two wives, Thefe always 
accompanied their hufbands when they 
came to our dwelling; and then they 
generally carried whatever they brought 
to us, and always fquatted down behind 
their hufbands. Whenever we gave 
them 
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them any thing to eat, the men and their 
wives ate it feparate. I never faw the 
leaft fign of incontinence amongft 
them. ‘he women are ornamented with 
beads, and fond of painting themfelves ; 
the men alfo paint, even to excefs, both 
their faces and fhirts: their favourite 
colour is red. ‘The women generally 
cultivate the ground, and the men are 
all fifhermen and canoe makers. Upon 
the whole, [never met any nation that 
were {0 fimple in their manners as thefe 
people, or had fo little ornament in their 
‘ houfes. Neither had they, as I ever 
could learn, one word expreffive of an 
oath. The worft word [ ever heard 
amongft them when they were quarrel- 
ing, was one that they had got from the 
Englifh, which was, ‘ you rafcal.’ [never 
faw any mode of worfhip among them; — 
but in this they were not worfe than 
their European brethren or neighbours: 
for I am forry to fay that there was not 

one 
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one white perfon in our dwelling, nor 
any where elfe that I faw in different 


places I-was at on the fhore, that was 


better or more pious than thofe unen- 
lightened Indians; but they either 
worked or flept on Sundays: and, to 
my forrow, working was too much Sun- 
day’s employment with ourfelves; fo 
much fo, that in fome length of time 
we really did not know one day from 
another. ‘This mode of living laid the 
foundation of my decamping at laft, 
The natives are well made and warlike; 
and they particularly boaft of having 
never been conquered by the Spaniards, 
They are great drinkers of ftrong 
liquors when they can get them. We 
ufed to diftil rum from pine apples, 
which were very plentiful here; and 
then we could not get them away from 
our place. Yet they feemed to be fin- 
gular, in point of honefty, above any 
other nation I was ever amongft. The 
country 
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country being hot, we lived under an 
open fhed, where we had all kinds of © 
‘goods, without a door or a lock to any 
one article; yet we flept in fafety, and 
never loft any thing, or were difturbedy 
This furprifed us a good deal; and the 
Dodétor, myfelf, and others, ufed to fay, if 
we were to lie in that manner in Europe 
we fhould have our throats cut the firft 
night. The Indian governor goes once 
in a certain time all about the province 
or diftrict, and has a number of men 
with him asattendants and affiftants. He 
fettles all the differences among the 
people, like the judge here, and is 
treated with very great refpect. He took 
care to give us timely notice before he 
came to our habitation, by fending his 
ftick as a token, for rum, fugar, and gun- 
powder, which we did not refufe fend- 
ing; and at the fametime we made the ut- 
moft preparation to receive his honour 
and histrain. Whenhecame with histribe, 
and 
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and all our neighbouring chieftains, we 
expected to find him a grave reverend 
judge, folid and fagacious; but inftead 
of that, before he and his gang camein 
fight, we heard them very clamorous ; 
and they even had plundered fome of 
our good neighbouring Indians, having 
intoxicated themfelves with our liquor. 
When they arrived we did not know 
what to make of our new guefts, and 
would gladly have difpenfed with the 
honour of their company. However, 
having no alternative, we feafted them 
plentifully all the day till the evening ; 
when the governor, petting quite drunk, 
grew very unruly, and ftruck one of 
our moft friendly chiefs, who was our 
neareft neighbour, and alfo took his 
gold-laced hat from him. At this a 
great commotion taken place; and the 
Doctor interfered to make peace, as 
we could all underftand one another, 
but to no purpofe; and at laft they 
became 
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became fo outrageous that the Doctor, 
fearing he might get into trouble, 
left the houfe, and made the beit 
of his way to the neareft wood, | 
leaving me to do as well as I could 
among them, I was fo enraged with 
the Governor, that I could have with- 
ed: to have feen him tied faft to a 
tree and flogged for his behaviour; but 
I had not people enough to cope with 
his party. I therefore thought of a 
firatagem to appeafe the riot. Recol- 
lecting a paflage I had read in the life 
of Columbus, when he was amongft the 
Indians in Mexico or Peru, where, on 
fome occafion, he frightened them, by 
telling them of certain events in the 
heavens, I had recourfe to the fame 
expedient; and it fucceeded beyond 
my moft fanguine expectations. When 
I had formed«my determination, I went 
in the midft of them; and, taking hold 
of the Governor, I pointed up to the 
heavens, 
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heavens. JI menaced him and the reft: 
‘Itold them God lived there, and that 
he was angry with them, and they muft 
not quarrel fo; that they were all bro- 
thers, and if they did not leave off, and 
go away quietly, I would take the book 
‘(pointing to the Bible), read, and ‘eli 
God to make them dead. This was 
fomething like magic. ‘The clamour 


immediately ceafed, and I gave them 
fome rum and a few cther things; after 
which they went away peaceably ; and 
‘the Governor afterwards gave our neigh- 
bour, who was called Captain Plafmyah, 
his hat again. When the Doctor re- 
turned, he was exceedingly glad at my 
fuccefs in thus getting rid of our trouble- 
fome guefts. ‘The Mufquito people within 
.our vicinity, out of refpect to the Doctor, 
myfelf and his people, made entertain- 
ments of the grand kind, called in their 
tongue fourrie or dryckbot. “Phe Englith 
of this expreffion is, a feafi of drinking 
about, 
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about, of whieh it feems a corruption of 
language. The drink confifted of pine 
apples roafted, and cafades chewed © 
or beaten in mortars; which, after lying 
fome time,» ferments, and becomes, fo 
{trong as to intoxicate, when drank in 
any quantity. We had timely notice 
given to us of the entertainment. A 
white family, within five miles of us, 
told us how the drink was made, and I 
and two others went before the time 
to the village, where the mirth was 
appointed to be held; and there we 
faw the whole art of making the 
drink, and alfo the kind of animals 
that were to be eaten there. I cannot 
fay the fight of either the drink or the 
meat were enticing to me. ‘They had 
fome thoufands of pine apples roafting, 
which they fqueezed, dirt and all, . . 
into a canoe they had there for the 
gurpofe. The cafade drink was in 
beef barrels and other vefiels, and 

: looked. 
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looked exactly like hog-wafh. Men, 
women, and children, were thus em- 
ployed in roafting the pine apples, and 
fqueezing them with their hands. For 
food they had many land torpins or 
tortoifes, fome dried turtle, and three 
large alligators alive, and tied faft to the 
trees. I afked the people what they 
were going to do with thefe alligators ; 
and I was told they were to be eaten. 
I was much furprifed at this, and went 


home, not a little difgufted at the pre- 
parations.. When the day of the feaft 


was come, we took fome rum with us, 
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and went tothe appointed place, where 
we found a great affemblage of thefe 
people, who received us very kindly. 
The mirth had begun before we came; 
and they were dancing with mufic: and 
the mufica!l inftruments were nearly the 
_ fame as thote of any other fable people ; 
but, as I thought, much lefs melodious 
than any other nation I ever knew. They 
had 
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had many curious geftures in dancing, 
and a variety of motions and poftures of 
their bodies, which to me were in no wife 
attracting. he males danced by them- — 
felves, and the females alfo by them- 
felves, as with us. ‘The Doétor fthewed 
his people the example, by immediately 
joining the women’s party, though not 
by their choice. On perceiving the 
women difgufted, he joined the males. 
At night there were great illuminations, 
by fetting fire to many pine trees, while 
the dryckbot went round merrily by ca-_ 
labafhes or gourds: but the liquor might 
more juftly be called eating than drink- 
ing. One Owden, the oldeft father in the 
vicinity, was dreffed in a ftrange and 
terrifying form, Around his body were 
{kins adorned with different kinds of 
feathers, and he had on his head a very 
large and high head-piece, in the form 
of a grenadier’s cap, with prickles like 
a porcupine; and he made a certain 
noife 
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noife which refembled the cry of an 
alligator. Our people fkipped amoneft 
them out of complaifance, though fome 
could not drink of their tourrie; but our 
rum met with cuftomers enough, and was 
foon gone. ‘The alligators were killed 
and fome of them roafted. ‘Their man- 
ner of roafting is by digging a hole in 
the earth, and filling it with wood, 
which they burn to coal, and then they 
lay {ticks acrofs, on which they fet the 
meat. I had a raw piece of the alliga- 
tor in my hand: it was very rich: | 
thought it looked like frefh falmon, and 
it had a moft fragrant fmell, but I could 
not eat any of it. This merry-making 
at laft ended without the leaft difcord 
in any perfon in the company, although 
it was made up of different nations and 
complexions. The rainy feafon came 
on here about the latter end of May, 
which continued till Auguft very 
heavily; fo that the rivers were over- 
flowed, 
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flowed, and our provifions then in the 
ground were wafhed away. I thought 
this was in fome meafure a judgment 
upon us for working on Sundays, and it. 

hurt my mind very much. I often | 
wifhed to leave this place and fail for 
Europe ; for our mode of procedure and 
living in this heathenith form was very 
irkfome to me. The word of God 
faith, ‘ What does it avail-a man if 
“he gain the whole world, and lofe 
* his own foul? This was much and 
heavily imprefied on ‘my mind; and, 
though I did not know how to {peak to 
the Doctor for my difcharge, it was dif- 
agreeable for me to ftay any longer. 
But about the middle of June I took 
courage enough to afk him for it. He 
was very unwilling at firft to grant. 
my requeft; but I gave him fo many 
reafons for it, that at laft he confented 
to my going, and gave me the follow- 
ing certificate of my behaviour: __ 
| ‘The 
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‘ferved me feveral years with trict 
‘ honetty, fobriety, and fidelity. Ican, 
* therefore, with juitice recommend him 
< a thefe qualifications ; and indeed in 
every refpect I confider him as an ex- 
‘cellent fervant. Ido hereby certify 
¢ that he always behaved well, and that 
¢ he is perfectly truft-worthy. 
‘CHaR_es InvING. 


Mufquito Shore, June 1S, 17675, 


* The bearer, Guftavus 


Though Iwas much attached to the 
doGtor, 1 was. happy when he-confented, 
I-got every thing ready for my depart- 
ure, and iced fome Indians, witha large 
canoe, to carry me off. All my poor 
countrymen, the flaves, when they 
heard of my leaving them, were very 
forry, as I had always treated them with 
care and affeGtion, and did every thing 
I could to comfort the poor creatures, 
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and render their condition eafy. Hav 
ing taken leave of my old friends and 
companions, on the 18th of June, ac- 
companied by the doétor, I left that 
{pot of the world, and went fouthward 
above twenty miles along the river. 
There I found a floop, the captain of 
which told me he was going to Jamaica. 
Waving agreed for my paflage with 
him and one of the owners, who was 
alfo on board, named Hughes, the 
doctor and I parted, not without fhed- 
ing tears on both fides. ‘The veffel 
then failed along the river till night, 
when fhe ftopped in a lagoon within the 
fame river. During the night a fchooner 
belonging to the fame owners came in, 
and, as fhe was in want of hands, 
Hughes, the owner of the floop, afked 
me to go in the fchooner as a failor, 
and faid he would give me wages. I 
thanked him; but I faid I wanted to 
goto Jamaica, He then immediately 
| changed 


at betes 
changed his tone, and fwore, and abufed 
me very much, and afked how I came 
to be freed. I told him, and faid that 
I came into that vicinity with Dr. 
Irving, whom he had feen that day. ‘This 
account was of no ufe; he fill {wore 
exceedingly at me, and curfed the 
mafter for a fool that fold me my free- 
dom, and the dedtor for another in let» 
ing me go from him. Then he defired 
me to go in the fchooner, or elfe I 
fhould not go out of the floop as a free- 
man, I faid this was very hard, and 
begged to be put on fhore again; but 
he {wore that I fhould not. I faid I had 
been twice amongft the Turks, yet had 
never feen any fuch ufage with them, 
and much lefs could I have expected 
any thing of this kind amongft Chrif- 
tians. T his incenfed him exceedingly ; 
and, witha volley of oaths and impre- 
cations, he replied, * Chriftians! Damn 
‘you, you are one of St. Paul’s men; 
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‘but by G—, except you have St. 
‘ Paul’s or St..Peter’s faith, and walk 
* upon the water to the fhore, you thall 
* not go out of the veflel;’ which I now. 
found was going amongft the Spaniards 
towards Carthagena, where he fwore he © 
would fell me. I fimply afked him 
what right he had to fell me? but, | 
without another word, he made fome 
of his people tie ropes round each of 
my ancles, and alfo to each wrift, and 
another rope round my body, and 
hoifted me up without letting my feet 
touch or reft upon any thing. ‘Thus J 
hung, without any crime committed, 
and without judge or jury; merely be- 
caufe I was a free man, and could not 
by the law get any redrefs froma white 
perfon in thofe parts of the world. I 
was in great pain from my fituation, 
and cried and begged very hard for 
fome mercy; but all in vain. My 
tyrant, ina great rage, brought a muf- 
quet 
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quet’ out of the cabin, and loaded it 
before me and the crew, and {wore that 
he would fhoot me if [ cried any more. 
~ I had now no alternative; J therefore 
remained filent, feeing not one white 
man on board who’ faid a word’ on 
thy behalf. I hung im that manner 
‘ from between ten’ and’ eleven’ o’clock 
at night till about one in the morning 5 
when, finding my cruel abufer faft 
afleep, I begged fome of his flaves to 
flack the rope that was round my body, 
that my feet might reft on fomething. 
This they did at the rifk of being 
cruelly ufed by their mafter, who beat 
~fome of them feverely at firft for not 
tying me when he commanded them. 
~ Whilft I remained in this condition, till 
between five and fix o’clock next morn- 
ing, I truft I prayed to God to forgive 
this blafphemer, who cared not what 
he did, but when he got up out of his 
‘fleep in the morning was of the very 
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fame temper and difpofition as when 
he left me at night. When they got 
wp the anchor, and the veffel was getting 
under way, I once more cried and 


begged to be releafed ; and now, being» 


fortunately in the way of their hoifting 
the fails, they releafed me. When | 
was let down, I {poke to one Mr. Cox, 
a carpenter, whom I knew on board, 
on tke impropriety of this conduct. 
He alfo knew the doctor, and the good 
opinion he ever had of me, This man 


then went to the captain, and told him 


not to carry me away in that manner; 
that I was the doctor’s fteward, who 
regarded me very highly, and would 
refent this ufage when he fhould come 
to know it. On which he defired a 
young man to put me afhore in a {mall 
canoe I brought with me. This found 
gladdened my heart, and I got haftily 
into the canoe and fet off, whilft my 
tyrant was down in the cabin; but he 
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foon fpied me out, when I was not 
above thirty or forty yards from the 
veffel, and, running upon the deck with 
a loaded mufket in his hand, he pre- 
fented it at me, and {wore heavily and 
dreadfully, that he would fhoot me that 
inftant, if I did not come back on 
board. AsI knew the wretch would 
have done as he faid, without hefitation, 
I put back to the veffel again; but, as 
the good Lord would have it, juft as- 
I was alonefide he was abufing the cap- 
tain for letting me go from the vetfel ; 
which the captain returned, and both 
of them foon got into a very great heat. 
The young man that was with me now 
got out of the canoe; the veflel was 
failing on faft with a {mooth fea: and 
_1 then thought it was neck or nothing, 
fo at that inftant I fet off again, for 
my life, in-the canoe, towards the 
fhore; and fortunately the confufion 
was fo great amongft them on board, 
K 4. that. 
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that got out of the reach of the muf- 
~ quet thot unnoticed, while the veffel 
“failed on with a fair wind a different 
way; fo that they could not overtake. 
me without tacking : but even before 
that could be done I fhould have been 
on fhore, which I foon reached, with 
many thanks to God for this unéx- 
pected deliverance. I then went and 
told the other owner, who lived near 
that fhore (with whom I had agreed for | 
my pafiage) of the ufage I had met 
with. He was very much aftonithed, 
and appeared very forry for it. After 
treating me with kindnefs, he gave me 
fome refrefhment, and three heads of 
roafted Indian corn, for a voyage of 
about eighteen miles fouth, to look for 
another veffel. He ‘then direed me 
to an’ Indian chief of a diftrid, who 
was alio the Mufquito admiral, and had 
once been at our dwelling ; after which 
J fet off with the canoe acrofs a large 
} lacoon 
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lagoon alone (for I could not get any 
‘one to affift me), though I was much 
jaded, and had pains in my bowels, by 
means of the rope | had hung by the 
night before. I was therefore at different 
times unable to manage the canoe, 
for the paddling was very laborious. 
However, a little before dark I got to 
my deftined place, where fome of the 
Indians knew me, and received me 
kindly. I afked for the admiral; and 
they conduéted me’ to his dwelling. 
He was glad to fee me, and refrefhed 
me with fuch things: as: the. place 


afforded; and I had a hammock to 


fleep in. They acted towards me more 
like Chriftians. than thofe whites 1 was 
amonegft the laft night, though they 
had been baptized. I told the admiral 
I wanted to go to the next port to get 
aveffel to carry me to Jamaica;. and 
requefted him to fend the canoe back 
which I then had, for which I was to 
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J 
pay him. He agreed with me, and 
fent five able Indians with a large canoe 
to carry my things to my intended 
place, about fifty miles; and we fet off 
the next morning. When we got out 
of the lagoon and went along fhore, 
the fea was fo high that the canoe was 
oftentimes very near being filled with 
water. We were obliged to go afhore 
and drag acrofs different necks of land; 
we were alfo two nights in the fwamps, 
which fwarmed with mufquito flies, 
and they proved troublefome to us. 
‘This tirefome journey of land and wa- 
ter ended, however, on the third day, 
to my great joy; and I got on board of 
a floop commanded by one Captain 
Jenning. She was then partly loaded, 
and he told me he was expecting daily 
to fail for Jamaica; and having agreed 
with me to work my paflage, I went 
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to work accordingly. I was not many 
days on board before we failed ; but to 
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my forrow and difappointment, though 
ufed to fuch tricks, we went to the 
fouthward: along the Mufquito fhore, 
inttead of fteering for Jamatea. I was 
compelled to affift in cutting a great 
deal of mahogany wood on the fhore as 
we coated along it, and load the veffel 
with it, before fhe failed. This fretted 
me much; but,-as I did not know how 
to help myfelf among thefe deceivers, I 
thought patience was the only remedy 
I had left, and even that was forced. 
There was much hard work and little 
viuals on board, except by good luck 
we happened to catch turtlés. On this 
coaft there was alfo a particular kind of 
fith called manatee, which is moft ex- 
cellent eating, and the flefh is more 
like beef than fith; the fcales areas 
large as a fhilling, and the fkin thicker 
than I ever faw that of any other fifi 
Within the brackifh waters along fhore 
there were likewife vaft numbers of alli 
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gators, which made the fith fearce. 
was on board this floop fixteen days, 
during which, in our coafting, we came 
to another place, where there was a 
imaller floop called the Indian Queen, 
commanded by one John Baker. He 
alfo was an Enelifhman, and had been 
a long time along the thore trading for 
turtle fhells and filver, and had got a 
sood quantity of each on board. He 
wantedf{ome hands very much; and, un- 
derftanding I wasa free man, and wanted 
to goto Jamaica, he told me if he could 
get one or two, that he would fail im- 
mediately for that ifland: he alfo pre- 
tended to me fome marks of attention 
and refpect, and promifed to give me 
forty-five fhillings fterling a month if 
{ would go with him. | thought this 
much better than cutting wood for no- 
thing. L.therefore told the other cap- 
tain that I_ wanted to go to Jamaica: in 
the other veffel; but he would not 
ro 16 ; diflen 
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liflen tome: and, feeing me refolyed to 
go in a day or two, he got the veffel'to 
fail, intending to carry me away avainft 
my will. This treatment mortified me 
extremely. I immediately, according 
to am agreement I had made with the 
captain of the Indian Queen, called for 
her boat, which was lying near us, 
and it came alongfide; and, by the 
means of a north-pole fhipmate which 
I met with in the floop I was in, } got 
ny things into the boat, and went on 
board of the Indian Queen, July the 
roth. A few days after I was ther é, 
we got all things ready and failed: but 
again, to my great mortification, this 
vetfel full went to the fouth, nearly as 
far as Carthagena, trading along the 
coalt, inftead of going to Jamaica; as 
the captain had promifed me: and), 
what was worft of all, he was a very 
cruel and BIbaeea atta ded man, and was. 
@ horrid blafphemer, Among others 


he 
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fhe had a white pilot, one Stoker, 
whom he beat often as feverely as he 
did fome negroes he had on board. One 
night in particular, after he had beaten 
this man moft cruelly, he put him into 
the boat, and made two negroes row 
him to a defolate key, or {mall ifland; 
and he loaded two piftols, and {wore 
bitterly that he w ould fhoot the negroes 
if they brought Stoker on board again. 
There was not the leaft doubt but that 
he would: do as he faid, and the two 
poor fellows were obliged to obey the 
cruel mandate; but, when the captain 
was afleep, the two negroes took a 
blanket and carried it to the unfortu- 
nate Stoker, which 1 believe was the 
means of faving his life from the an- 
noyance of infects. A great deal of 
entreaty was ufed with the captain the 
next day, before he would confent to 
tet Stoker come on board; and when 
the poor man was brought on board he 
was 


A + Bee 
—s wD 


[ 207 ] 
was very ill, from his fituation during 
the night, and he remained fo till he 
was drowned a little time after. As we 
failed fouthward we came to many un- 
inhabited iflands, which were over- 
grown with fine large cocoa nuts. As 
I was very much in want of provifions, 
1 brought a boat load of them on 
board, which lafted me and others for 
feveral weeks, and afforded us many a 
delicious repaft in\ our {carcity. One 
day, before this, I could not help ob- 
ferving the providential hand of God, 
that ever fupplies all our wants, though 
in the ways and manner we know not, 
I had been a whole day without food, 
and made fignals for boats to come off, 
but in vain. I therefore earneftly prayed 
to God for relief in my need; and at 
the clofe of the evening I went off the 

deck. Juft as I laid down I heard a 

noife on the deck ; and, not knowing 

what it meant, I went directly on the 

the deck again, when what fhould I 
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fee but a fine large fifh about fever or 

eight pounds, which had jumped 

aboard !. I took it, and admired, with 
thanks, the good hand of God; and, 

what I confidered as not lefs extraor- 
dinary, the captain, who was very ava- 
ricious, did not attempt to take it'from 
me, there being only him and I: on 
board; for the reft were all gone afhore 
trading. Sometimes the people did not 
come off for fome days: this ufed to 
fret the captain, and then he would 
vent his fury on me by beating me, or 
making me feel in other cruel ways. 
One day efpecially, in his wild, wicked, 
and mad career, after flriking me fe- 
verat times with different things, and 
once acrofs my mouth, even with 
a red burning ftick out of the fire, 
he got a barrel of gunpowder on the 
deck, and fwore that he would blow 
up the veffel. I was then at my wit’s 
end, and earneftly prayed to God to 
direct me. The head was out of the 
| barrel, 
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barrel; and the captain took a lighted 
{tick out of the fire to blow himfeif 
and me up, becaufe there was a veffel 
then in fight coming in, which he fup- 
pofed was a Spaniard, and he was afraid 
of falling into their hands. Seeing 
this I got an axe, unnoticed by him, 
and placed myfelf between him and 
the powder, having refolved in myfelf 
as foon as he attempted to put the fire 
in the barrel to chop him down that 
-inftant.. I was more than an hour in 
this fituation ; during which he fruek 
me often, {till keeping the fire in his 
hand for this wicked purpofe. I really 
fhould have thought myfelf juftifiable 
in any other part of the world if I had 
killed him, and prayed to God, who 
gave me a mind which refted folely on 
himfelf. 1 prayed for refignation, that 
his will might be done; and the follow- 
ing two portions of his holy word, 
which. occurred to. my mind, buoyed. 


up 
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up my hope, and kept me from taking 
the life of this wicked man. ‘£ He 
‘ hath determined the times before ap- 
© pointed, and fet bounds to our habi-. 
“ tations,’ Acts xvil.26, And, ‘ Who 
< is there amongft you that feareth the 
Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his 
‘ fervant, that walketh in darknefs and. 
« hath no light? let him truft in the 
¢ name of the Lord, and flay upon his. 
* God,’ Tfaiah 1.10. And thus by the 
grace of God I was enabled to do. I 
found him a prefent help in the time 
of need, and the captain’s fury began 
to fubfide as the night approached ; 
but I found, 


- « That he who cannot ftem his anger’s tide 
6‘ Doth a wild horfe without.a bridle ride.” 
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The next morning we difcovered that 
the veffel which had caufed fuch a 
fury in thecaptain was an Englifh floop. 
They foon came to an anchor where we 
were, and, to my no {mall furprife, I 
learned: 
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learned that Do¢tor Irving was.on boar®™ 
of her on his way from the Muf{quito 
thore to Jamaica. I was for going im- 
mediately to fee this old mafter and 
friend, but the captain would nox fuffer 
me to leave the veffcl. I then informed 
the doctor, by letter, howI was treated, 
and begged that he would take me out of 
the floop: but he informed me that it 
was not in his power, as he was a pafe 
fenger himfelf; but he fent me fome 
rum and fugar for my ownufe. I now 
learned that after I had left the eftate 
which I managed for this gentleman 
on the Mufquito fhore, during which 
the flaves were well fed and comfort- 


able, a white overfeer had fupplied my J 
place: this man, through inhumanity uf 
and ill-judged avarice, beat and cut i 
the poor flaves moft unmercifully ; and ae 
the confequence was, that every one. ' 


got into a large Puriogua canoe, and 4 
endeavoured to efcape; but not know- | 
ing it 
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ing where to go, or how to manage 
the canoe, they were all drowned; in 
‘confequence of which the doctor’s plan- 
tation was left uncultivated, and he was 
now returning to Jamaica to purchafe 
more flaves and ftock itagam. Onthe 
rath of Oétober the Indian Queen ar- 
rived at Kingfton in Jamaica. When 
we were unloaded [I demanded my 
wages, which amounted _to eight pounds ~ 
and five fhillings fterling; but Captain 
Baker refufed to give me one farthing, 
‘although it was the hardeft-earned mo» 
ney I ever worked for in my life. T 
found out Doétor Irving upon this, 
and acquainted him of the captain's 
‘knavery.. He did all he could to: help 
me to get'my money; and we went to 
every magiftrate in Kingfton (and there 
“were nine), but they all refufed to-do 
any thing for me, and faid my’ oath 
could not be admitted againft ‘a white 
qan.-. Nor’ was this: all; for Baker 
3 threatened | 
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threatened that he would beat- me fe- 
verely if he could catch me for attempt-. 


ing to demand.my money; and this 
he would havedone, but that I got, by 
means of Dr. Irving, under the protec- 
tion of Captain Douglas of the Squirrel 
man of war. I thought this exceedingly 
hard ufage; though indeed I found 
it to be too much the practice there to 
pay free men for their labour in this 
manner. One day I went with a free 
negroe taylor, named Joe Diamond, to 
one Mr. Cochran, who was indebted to 
him fome trifling fum; and the man, 
not being able to get his money, be- 
gan to murmur. The other immmedi- 
ately took a horfe-whip to pay him with. 
it; but, by the help of a good pair of 
heels, the taylor got off. Such oppref- 
fions as thefe made me feek for a 
veflel to get off the ifland as fait as I 
could ; and by the mercy of God I 
found a fhip: in November bound for 
England, 
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Fengland, when I embarked with 4 
convoy, after having taken a laft fare- 
well of Doétor Irving. When f left 
Jamaica he was employed in refining fu- 
gars ; and feme months after my arrival 
in England I learned, with much fot- 
row, that this my amiable friend was 
dead, owing to his having eatén fome 
poifoned fifh. We had many very 
heavy gales of wind in our paflage; in 
the courfe of which no material inci- 
dent occurred, except that an American 
privateer, falling in with the fleet, was 
captured and fet fire to by his Ma- 
jefly’s fhip the Squirrel. On January 
the feventh, 1777, we arrived at Ply- 
mouth. I was happy once more to 
tread upon Englifh ground 5 and, after 
paffing fome little time at Plymouth: 
and Exeter among fome pious friends, 
whom I was happy to fee, I went to 
London with a heart replete with thanks 
to God for all paft mercies. | 
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Different tranfaétions of the author's life 
“ill the prefent time—His application to 
the late Bifbop of London to be appointed 
a miffonary to Africa—Some account of 
his hare in the conduét of the late expe» 
dition to Sierra Leona—Petition to the 
Queen—Conclufion. 


Sucu were the various fcenes which 
Twas a witnefs to, and the fortune I 
experrenced until the year 1777. Since 
that peried my life has been more uni+ 
form, and the incidents of it fewer, 
than in any ether equal number of 
years preceding; I therefore haften to 
the conclufion of a narrative, which I 
fear the reader my think already fuffi- 
ciently tedious. 
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I had fuffered fo many impofitions 


Gn my commercial tranfactions in dif- 


ferent parts of the world, that I became _ 
heartily difgufted with the feafaring 
life, and I was determined not to re- 
urn to it, at leaft for fome time. I 
therefore once more engaged in fervice 
fhortly after my return, and continued » 
for the moft part in this fituation until 
1784. | 
Soon after my arrival in. London, I 
{aw a remarkable ‘circumftance relative 
to African complexion, which I thought 
{o extraordinary, that I beg leave jut 
to mention it: A white negro woman, 
that I had formerly feen in London 
and other parts, had married a white 
‘man, by whom fhe had three boys, 
and they were every one mulattoes, and 
yet they had fine light hair. In 1779 
1 ferved Governor Macnamara, who 
had been a confiderable time on the 


coaft of Africa. In the time of my 
fervice 
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Service, Lufed to afk frequently other 
fervants to join me in family prayers s 
but this only excited their mockery. 
However, the Governer, underitanding 
that I was of a religious.turn, wifhed 
to know of what religion I was; I told 
him I was a proteftant of the church 
of England, agreeable to the thirty- 
wine articles of that church, and that 
whomfoever I found to preach accord- 
ing to that doctrine, thofe f would hear. 
A few days after this, we had fome more 
difeourfe on the fame fubje& : the Go- 
vernor {poke to me on it again, and faid 
that he would, if I chofe, as he thought 
I might be of fervice in converting my 
countrymen to the Gofpel faith, get 
me fent out as a mifflionary to Africa. 
I at firft refufed going, and told hin 
how I-had been ferved.on a like occa- 
fion by fome white people the lat 
voyage I went to Jamaica, when I at- 


tempted (if it were the will of God) to be 
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the means of converting the Indian 


prince; and I faid I fuppofed they would 


ferve me worfe than Alexander the 
copperfmith did St. Paul, if I thould 
attempt to go amongft them in Africa. - 
He told me not to fear, for he would 
apply to the Bifhop of London to get 
me ordained. On thefe terms I con- 
fented to the Governor’s propofal to go 
to Africa, in hope of doing good if 
poffible amongft my countrymen; fo, 
in order to have me fent out properly, 
we immediately wrote the following let- 
ters to the late Bifhop of London: 


Jo the Right Reverend Father in Gods 
ROBERT, Lord Bifbop of London: 


‘The MEMORIAL of Gustavus Vassa 


SHEWETH, 
THAT your memorialift 


as a native of Africa, and has a know- 


ledge of the manners and cuftoms of 
the inhabitants of that country. — 
That 


That your memorialift has refided 
in different parts of Europe for twenty- 
two years laft paft, and embraced the 
Chriftian faith in the year 1759. 

That your memorialift is defirous of 
returning to Africa as a miffionary, if 
encovraged by your_Lordthip, in hopes 
of being able to prevail upon his 
countrymen to become Chriftians ; and 
your memorialift is the more induced 
to undertake the fame, from the fuccefs 
that has attended the like undertakings 
when encouraged by the Portuguefe 
through their different fettlements on 
the coaft of Africa, and alfo by the 
Dutch: both governments encourag- 
ing the blacks, who, by their educa- 
tion are qualified to undertake the 
fame, and are found more proper than 
European clergymen, unacquainted 
with the language and cuftoms of the 
country. 

Your memorialift’s only motive for 

L2 foliciting 
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{olicitine the office of a miffionary is, 
that he may be a means, under God, 
of reforming his countrymen and per- 


mc. , | 


{uading them to embrace the Chriftian 
religion. ‘Therefore your memorialitt 
humbly prays your Lordfhip’s encou-; 
ragement and fupport in the undertak- 
ing. apr 

bry GUSTAVUS. VASSA. 


At Mr. Guthrie’s, taylor, 
No. 17, Hedge-lane. 


My Lorp, 


I nave refided near fe- 
ven years on the coaft of Africa, for 
moft part of the time as commanding 
oficer.. From the knowledge ‘I have 
of the country and it’s inhabitants, I 
am inclined to think that the within 
plan will be attended with great fuc- 
cefs, if countenanced by your Lord- 
fhip. I beg leave further to reprefent 
to your Lordfhip, that the like attempts, 
when encouraged by other govern- 

| Ae ments, 
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tients, have met with uncomuton fic 
-. cefs; and at this very time IL know a 
very refpectable character a black priett 
at Cape Coaft Caftle. I know the 
within named Guftavus Vafla, and be- 
lieve him a moral good man. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordthip’s 
Humble and obedient fervant, 


MATT. MACNAMARA. 
Grove, r1th March 1779. 


This letter was alfo accompanied by 
the following from Doctor Wallace, 
who had refided in Africa for many 
years, and whofe fentiments on the 
fubject of an African miflion were the 
fame with Governor Macnamara’s. 


March 13, 1779+ 
My Lorn, as 


, I have refided near five years 
on Senegambia on the coaft of Africa, 
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and have had the honour of filling very 
confiderable employments in that pro- 
vince. I do approve of the within. 
plan, and think the undertaking very 
laudable and proper, aud that it deferves 
your Lordfhip’s protection and encou- 
ragement, in which cafe it muft be at- 
tended with the intended fuccefs. 
lise; 
My Lord, 
} Your Lordthip’s 
Humble and obedient fervant, | 
FHOMAS WALLACE: 


With thefe letters, I waited on the 
Bifhop by the Governor’s defire, and 
prefented them to his Lordfhip. He 
received me with much condefcenfion 
and politenefs; but, from fome certain 
fcruples of delicacy, declined to.ordain 
me. 

My fole motive for thus dwelling on 
this tranfaction, or inferting thefe pa- 


pers, 
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papers, is the opinion which gentlemen 
of fenfe and education, who are ac- 
quainted with Africa, entertain of the 
probability of converting the inhabit- 
ants of it to the faith of Jefus Cheift, 
if the attempt were countenanced by. 
the legiflature. 

Shortly after this I left the Governor, 


and ferved a nobleman in the Devon- a 
fhire militia, with whom I was en- i 
camped at Coxheath for fome time; " 
but the operations there were too mi- | 
pute and uninterefting to make a de- a 
tail of. ip 


es 
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In the year 1783 I vifited eight 
counties in Wales, from motives of 
curiofty. While 1 was in that part of 
the country I was led to go down into 
a coal-pit in Shropfhire, but my curi- 
ofity nearly coft me my life; for while 
I was in the pit the coals fell in, and 
buried one poor man, who was not far 
from me: upon this I got out as faft 
L 3 as 
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as T could, thinking the furface of the 
earth the fafeft part of it. one 

In the fpring 1784 I thouehe of 
vifiting old ocean again. In confe- 
quence of this I embarked as fteward 
on board a fine new fhip called the 
| London, commanded by ‘Martin Hop- 
kin, and failed for New-York. Iad- 
mired this city very much ; it is large 
and well-built, and abounds with pro- 
vifions of all kinds. While we lay 
here a circumftance happened which I 
thought extremely fingular :---One day 
a mailefactor was to be executed on a4 
gallows; but with a condition that if 
any woman, having nothing on but her 
fhift, married the man under'the gal- 
‘lows, his life was to be faved. This 
extraordinary privilege was claimed ; 
@ woman prefented herfelf; and the 
marriage ceremony was performed. 
Our fhip having got laden we returned 
to London in January 1785. When 
ize fhe 
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fhe was ready again for another voyage, 
the captain being an agreeable man, 
I failed with him from hence in the 
fpring, March 1785, for Philadelphia. 
On the fifth of April we took our de- 
parture from the Land’s-end, with a 
pleafant gale; and about nine o’clock 
that night the moon fhone bright, and 
the fea was {mooth, while. our fhip 
was going free by the wind, at the rate 
of about four or five miles an hour. 
At this time another fhip was going 
nearly as faft as we on the. oppofite 
point, meeting us right in the teeth, 
yet none on board obferved either fhip 
until we ftruck each other. forcibly 
head and head, ‘to the aftonifhment 
and confternation of both crews. -She’ 
did .us much damage, but I be- 
lieve we did her more; for when we 
paffled by each other, which we did 
very quickly, they called to us to bring 
to, and hoift out our boat, but we 
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had enough to do to mind ourfelves ; 
and in about eight minutes we faw no 
more of her. We refitted as well as we. 
‘could the next day, and proceeded on 
our voyage, and in May arrived at 
Philadelphia. I was very glad to fee 
this favourite old town once more; and 
my pleafure was much increafed in fee- 
ing the worthy quakers freeing and 
‘eafing the burthens of many of my op- 
prefled African brethren. It rejoiced 
my heart when one of thefe friendly 
people took me to fee a free-fchool 
they had ereéted for every denomina- 
‘tion of black people, whofe minds ‘are — 
cultivated here and forwarded to virtue 
and thus they are made ufeful mem- 
bers of the community. Does not the 
fuccefs of this practice fay loudly to the 
planters in the language of {cripture— 
‘* Go ye and do likewife?” | 

In O&ober 1785 I was accompanied 
by fome of the Africans, and prefented 
this 
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this addrefs of thanks to the gentle- 
men called Friends or Quakers, in 
Gracechurch-Court Lombard-Street : 


GENTLEMEN, 

By reading your book, en- 
titled a Caution to Great Britain. and 
her Colonies, concerning the Calamit- 
ous State of the enflaved Negroes: 
We the poor, oppreffed, needy, and 
much-degraded negroes, defire to ap- 
proach you with this addrefs of thanks, 
with our inmoft love and warmeft ac- 
knowledgment ; and with the deepeft 
fenfe of your benevolence, unwearied 
labour, and kind interpofition, towards 
breaking the yoke of flavery, and to 
adminifter a little comfort and eafe to 
thoufands and tens of thoufands of very 
grievoufly afflicted, and too heavy 
burthened negroes. 

Gentlemen, could you, by perfe- 
verance, at laft be enabled, under 
God, to lighten in any degree the 
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heavy burthen of the afflicted, no 
doubt it would, in fome meafure, be 
the poffible means; under God, of 
faving the fouls of many of the oppref= 
fors; ,and, it fo, fare we .are’that te 
God, whofe eyes are ever upon all his 


creatures, and always rewards every. 


true act of virtue, and regards the 
prayers.of the opprefied, will give to 
you and yours thofe bleffings which it 
is not In our power to exprefs or con- 
ceive, but which ave, as a part of thofe 
captived, oppreifed, and afflicted peo- 
ple, moft earneftly with and pray for. 
_ Thete gentlemen received us very 
kindly, with a promife to exert them: 
felves on behalf of the oppreffed Afri- 
cans, and we parted. 9 

While in town I chanced once to 
be invited to a quaker’s wedding. T he 
Gmple and yet expreflive mode ufed at 
their folemnizations is worthy of note. 


The following is the true form of it: 


I After 


Sera 
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& 
After the company have met they 


have feafonable exhortations by feveral 
of the members; the bride and bride- 
groom ftand up, and, taking each other 
by the hand in a folemn manner, the 
man audily declares to this purpofe : 

‘¢ Friends, in the fear of the Lord, 
and inthe prefence of this affembly, 
whom I defire to be my witneffes, I 
take this my friend, M. N. to be my 
wife; promifing, through divine affitt- 
ance, to be unto her a loving and faith- 
ful hufband till death feparate us :” and 
the woman makes the like declaration. 
Then the two firft fron their names to 
the record, and as many more witnefles 
as have a mind. [| had the honour to 
fub{cribe mine to a regifter in Grace- 
ehurch-Court, Lombard-Street. 

We returned to London in Augutt; 
and our fhip not going immediately to 
fea, I fhipped as a fteward in an Ame- 
rican {hip called the Harmony, Captain 
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John Willet, and left London in March 
1786, bound to Philadelphia, Eleven 
days after failing we carried our fore- 
maft away. We had a nine weeks paf- 
fage, which caufed our trip not to fuc- 
ceed well, the market for our goods 
proving bad; and, to make it worfe, 
my commander began to play me the 
like tricks as others too often practife 
on free negroes in the Weft Indies. 
But I thank God I found many friends 
here, who in fome meafure prevented 
him. On my return to London in 
Auguft I was very agreeably furprifed 
to find that the benevolence of govern- 
ment had adopted the plan of fome 
philanthropic individuals to fend the 
Africans ftom hence to their native 
quarter ; and that fome veffels were 
then engaged to carry them to Sierra 
Leone; an act which redounded to the 
honour of all concerned in its promo- 
tion, and filled me with prayers and 
much 
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much rejoicing. There was then in the 
city a fele&t committee of gentlemen for 
the black poor, to fome of whom IJ had 
the honour of being known ; and, as 
foon as they heard of my arrival they 
fent for me to the committee. Whenl 
came there they informed me of the 


intention of government; and as they 


feemed to think me qualified to fuper- 
intend part of the undertaking, they 
afked me to go with the black poor to 
Africa. I pointed out to them many 
objections to my going; and particu- 
larly I expreffed.fome difficulties on the 
account of the flave dealers, as I would 
certainly oppofe their traffic in the hu- 
man f{pecies by every means in my 
power. However thefe objections were 
over-ruled ‘by the gentlemen of the 
committee, who prevailed on me to go, 
and recommended me to the honour- 
able Comfimioners of his Majefty’s 


Navy as a proper perfon to actas com- 
miflary 
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miuffary for government in the intended 
expedition ; and they accordingly ap- 
pointed me in November 1786 to that 
office, and gave me fuflicient power to 
act for the government in the capacity 
of commiilary, having received my 
warrant and the following order, 


By the principal Officers and Commiffioners 
of his Majefiy's Navy. 


WHEREAS you were di- 
reGted, by our warrant of the 4th of laft 
month, to receive into your charge from 
Mr. Irving the furplus provifions re- 
maining Ae what. was provided for the 
voyage, as well as the provifions for the 
_fupport of the black poor, after the 
landing at Sierra Leone, with the 
cloathing, tools, and all other articles 
provided at government’s expente ; 
and as the provifions were laid in at the 
rate of two months for the voyage, and 
fe atts ogee for 
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for four months after the landing, but 
the number embarked. being fo much 
lefs than was expected, whereby there 
may be a confiderable furplus of pro- 
vilions, cloathing, &c. ‘hefe are, in 
addition to former orders, to dire& and 
require you to appropriate or difpofe of 
fuch furplus to the beft advantage you 
can for the benefit of government, 
keeping and rendering to us a faithful 
‘account of what you do herein, And 
for your guidance in preventing any 
‘white perfons: going, who are not in- 
tended'to have the indulgence of being 
‘carried thither, we fend you herewith a 
lift of thofe recommended by the Com- 
mittee for the black poor as proper per- 
fons to be permitted to embark, and 
acquaint you that you are not to fuffer 
“any others to go who do not produce a 
certificate from the committee for the 
black poor, of their having their per- 
miffion for it. For which this fhall be 


your 
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your warrant. Dated at the Navy Office, 
January 16, 1787. 
J. Hinstow, 
Geo. MarRrsu, 


W. PALMER. 
To Mr. Guftavus Vafla, 
Commiflary of Provi- 
fions and Stores for 
the Black Poor going 
to Sierra Leone. 


I proceeded immediately to the exe- 
cution of my duty on board the veffels 
deftined for the voyage, where I con- 
tinued till the March following. 

During my continuance in the em- 
ployment of government, I was ftruck 
with the flagrant abufes committed by 
the agent, and endeavoured to remedy 
them, but without effect, One inftance, 
among many which IJ could produce, 
may ferve as afpecimen. Government 
had ordered to be provided all neced- 
faries (flops, as they are called, includ- 
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ed) for 750 perfons; however, not q 

being able to mufter more than 426, I ) 

was ordered to fend the fuperfluous 

flops, &c, to the king’s ftores at Portf- i 

mouth ; but, when I demanded them for : 

that purpofe from the agent, it appeared | 

they had never been bought, though ; 

paid for by government, But that was i: 
not all, government were not the only 
objects of peculation ; thefe poor people ' 
fuffered infinitely more; their accom- d 
modations were moft wretched ; many \ 
: 

) 


of them wanted beds, and many more 
cloathing and other neceffaries. For 
the truth of this, and much more, I do 
not feek credit from my own affertion, 
I appeal to the teftimony of Capt. 
Thompfon, of the Nautilus, who con- ! 
voyed us, to whom I applied in Feb- t 
ruary 1787 for a remedy, when I had t 
remonftrated to the agent in vain, and > 
even brought him to be a witnefs of the 

injuftice and oppreffion I complained 

| of, 
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vf, I appeal alfo to a letter written by 
thefe wretched people, fo early as the 
beginning of the preceding January, 
and publifhed in the Morning Herald 
of the 4th of that month, figned by 
twenty of their chiefs. 

I could not filently fuffer govern- 
ment to be thus cheated, and my coun- 
trymen plundered and oppreffed, and 
even left deftitute of the neceflaries for 
almoft their exiftence. J therefore in- 
formed the Commiffioners of the Navy 
of the agent’s proceeding; but my dif- 
-miffion was foon,after procured, by 
means of a gentleman in the city, whom 
the agent, contcious of his peculation, 
had deceived by letter, and whom, 
‘moreover, empowered the fame agent 
_to receive on board, at the government 
expenfe, a number of perfons as paf- 
fengers, contrary to the orders I receiv- 
ed. By this I fuffered a confiderable 
lofs in my property : however, the com- 
miffioners 
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miffioners were fatisfied with my con- 
dudt, and wrote to Capt. Thompfon, 
exprefiing their approbation of it, 

Thus provided, they proceeded on 
their voyage; and at laft, worn out by 
treatment, perhaps not the mot mild, 
and wafted by ficknefs, brought on by 
want of medicine, cloaths, bedding, 
&c. they reached Sierra Leone jutt 
at the commencement of the rains. 
At that feafon of the year it is impof- 
fible to cultivate the lands; their pro- 
vilions therefore were exhaufted before 
they could derive any benefit from 
agriculture; and it is not furprifing 
that many, efpecially the lafcars, whofe 
conftitutions are very tender, and who 
had been cooped up in fhips from 
October to June, and accommodated in 
the manner [| have mentioned, fhould 
be fo wafted by their confinement as 
not long to furvive it. , . 

Thus ended my part of the long~ 
talked-of expedition to Sierra Leone ; 


an 
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an expedition which, however unfor-~ 

tunate in the event, was humane and 

politic in its defign, nor was its failure 

owing to government: every thing was 

done on their part; but there was evi- 

dently fufficient mifmanagement attend- 

ing the conduét and execution of it to 

defeat its fuccefs. 

I fhould not have been fo ample in 
my account of this tranfaction, had not 
the fhare I bore in it: been made the 
fubje&t of partial animadverfion, and 
even my difmiffion from my employ- 
ment thought worthy of being made by 
fome a matter of public triumph*. The 
motives which might influence any 
perfon to defcend to a petty conteft 
with an obfcure African, and to feek 
gratification by his depreflion, nerhaps 
it is not proper here to inquire into or 
relate, even if its deteCtion were necef- 
{ary to my vindication; but I thank 


_ ® Seethe Public Advertifer, July 14, 1787. 
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Feaven it is not. I with to ftand by 
my Own integrity, and not to fthelter 
myfelf under the impropriety of ano- 


ther ;*and I truft the behaviour of the 


Commiffioners of the Navy to me en- 
title me to make this aflertion; for 
after I had been difmifled, March 24, 
I drew up a memorial thus: 


To the Right Houourable the Lords Com- 
mifiioners of bis Majefty’s Treafury : 


The Memorial and Petition of GusTavus 


Vassa a black Man, late Commiffary to the 
black Poor going to AFRICA, 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


Tuar your Lordthips’ me- 
morialift was, by the Honourable the 
Commiffioners of his Majefty’s Navy, 
on the 4thof December laft, appointed 


to the above employment by warrant 
from that board ; 


That 
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That he accordingly proceeded to 
the execution of his duty on board of 
the Vernon, being one of the fhips ap- 
pointed to proceed to Africa with the 
above poor ; 

That your memorialift, to his great 
erief and aftonifhment, received a let- 
ter of difmiflion from the Honourable 
Commiffioners of the Navy, by your 
Lordthips’ orders; a 

That, confcious of having acted 
with the moft perfect fidelity and the 


eveateft affiduity in difcharging the - 


truft repofed in him, he is altogether at 
a lofs to conceive the reafons of your 
Lordfhips’ having altered the favour- 
able opinion you were pleafed to con- 
ceive of him, fenfible that your Lord- 
fhips would not proceed to fo feyere a 


meafure without fome apparent good 
caufe; he therefore has every reafon to 


believe that his conduct has been 


grofsly mifreprefented to your Lord- 
flips, 
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fhips; and he is the more confirmed in 
his opinion, becaufe, by oppofing mea- 


fures of others concerned in the fame. 


expedition, which tended to defeat your 
Lordthips’ humane intentions, and to 
put the government to a very confider- 
able additional expenfe, he created a 
number of enemies, whofe mifreprew 
fentations, he has too much reafon to 
believe, laid the foundation of his dif- 
miffion. Unfupported by friends, and 
unaided by the advantages of a liberal 
education, he can only hope for redrefs 
from the juftice of his caufe, in-addition 


to the mortification of having been, 


removed from his employment, and the 
advantage which he reafonably might 
have expected to have derived there- 
from. He has had the misfortune tohave 


funk a confiderable part of his little 


property in fitting himfelf out, and in 
other expenfes arifing out of his fitu- 
ation, an account of which he here 

Vor. Il. M annexes, 
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annexes, Your memorialift will not 
trouble your Lordfhips with a vindi- 
cation of any part of his conduct, be- 
caufe he knows not of what crimes he 
isiaccufed; he, however, earneftly en- 


treats that you will be pleafed to direct 


an inquiry into his behaviour during 
the time he acted in the public fervice; 
and, if it be found that his difmiffion 
arofe from falfe reprefentations, he is 
confident that in your Lordfhips’ juftice 
he fhall find redrefs, | 
Your petitioner therefore sale 
“prays that your Lordthips will take his 
cafe into confideration, and that you 
will be pleafed to order payment of the 
above referred-to account, amounting 
to 321. 4s. and alfo the wages intended, 
which is moft humbly fubmitted. 
London, May 12, 1787. 


The above petition was delivered. 


into the hands of their Lordfhips, who 
were 


ee 
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were kind enough, in the {pace of fome 


few months afterwards, without hearing, 
to erder me gol. fterling—that is, 181]. 
wages for the time (upwards of four 
months) | acted a faithful part in their 
fervice, Certainly the fum is more than 
a free negro would have had in the 
weftern colonies! !! 


March the a1ft, 1788, I had the ho- 
nour of prefenting the Queen with a 
petition on behalf of my. African 
brethren, which was received moft gra- 
cioufly by her Majelty *: 


Zo the QUE EN’s mof fixcellent’ 


Majefty. 
eae DAM, 


‘Your Majefty’ s well a 
benevolence and humanity emboldens 


* At the requeft of fome of my moft particular 


friends, I take the liberty of inferting it here. . 
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me to approach your royal prefence, 
trufting that the obfcurity of my fitua- 
tion will not prevent your Majefty from 
attending to the fufferings for which I 
plead. | 
Yet I do not folicit your royal pity 
for my own diftrefs ; my fufferings, al- 
though numerous, are in a meafure for~ 
gotten. I fupplicate your Majefty’s 
compaffion for millions of my African - 
countrymen, who groan under the lafh 
of tyranny in the Weft Indies. 
- The oppreffion and cruelty exercifed 
to the unhappy negroes there, have at 
lenoth reached the Britifh legiflature, 
and they are now deliberating on its 
redrefs; even feveral perfons of pro- 
perty in flaves in the Weit Indies, have 
petitioned parliament againft its con- 
tinuance, fenfible that it is as impolitic 
‘as it is unjuli—and what is inhuman 
muft ever be unwife. | 
Your Majetty’s reign has been hi- 
therto 
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therto diftinguifhed by private acts of 


benevolence and bounty; furely the 
more extended the mifery is, the greater 
elaim it has to your Majefty’s com- 
paffion, and the greater muft be your 
Majefty’s pleafure in adminiftering. to 

its relief. | 
I prefume, therefore, gracious Queen,. 
to implore your interpofition with your 
royal confort, in favour of the wretch- 
ed Africans; that, by your Majefty’s. 
benevolent influence, a period may 
now be put to their mifery; and that 
they may be raifed from the condition 
of brutes, to which they are at prefent 
degraded, to the rights and fituation 
of freemen, and admitted to partake of 
the bleffings of your Majelty’s happy 
government ;. fo fhall your Majefty en- 
joy the heart-felt pleafure of procuring 
happinefs to millions, and be rewarded 
in the grateful prayers of themfelves, 

and of their pofterity. 
M 3 And 
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And may the all-bountiful Creator 
fhower on your Majefty, and the Royal 
Family, every bleffing that this world 
‘can afford, and every fulnefs of joy 
which divine revelation has promited 


~ Susan the next. 


_ iam your Majefty’ s moft C *aaiful and 


devoted fervant to Pasar: | 
. GUSTAVUS VASSA, 
The ng penta i 


‘ “No. 55 cee s Gardens. 
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"Fhe négro id opined made 
“by the affembly of Jamaica laft year, 
and’ 'the new act of amendment’ now 


“nr “aeitation - there; 
“of ‘the. exiftence’ of’ 
“hat have’ been made 


contain a proof 
thofe’ charges 
againtt the 


planters’ relative to the treatihent of 


their flaves. ' 


i hope to have the fatisfaction of 


ACCINg the renovation of ‘lberty~and 


juftice 


aeons. 


juftice refting on the Britifh govern- 
ment, to vindicate the honour of our 


common nature. Thefe are concerns 
which do not perhaps belong to’ any 
particular office: but, to fpeak more 
ferioufly to every man of fentiment, 
actions like thefe are the juft and fure 
foundation of future fame ; a reverfiory 
though remote, is coveted by fome 
noble minds as a fubftantial good. It 
is upon thefe grounds that 1 hope and 
expect the attention of gentlemen in 


power. Thefe are defigns confenant 


to the elevation of their rank, and the 
dignity of their ftaions: they are ends 
fuitable to the nature of a free and ge- 
nerous government; and, connected 
with views of empire and dominions 
fuited to the benevolence and folid 
merit of the legiflature. It is a pur- 
fuit of fubftantial greatnefs.—May the 


time come—at leaft the fpeculation to 
me is pleafing—when the fable people 
M 4 ~ fhall 
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fhall gratefully commemorate the au- 
fpicious era of extenfive freedom. 
Then fhall thofe perfons * particularly 
be named with praife and honour, 
who generoufly propofed and ftood 
forth in the caufe of humanity, liberty, 
and good policy ; and brought to the 
ear of the legiflature defigns worthy | 
of royal patronage and adoption. May : 
Heaven make the Britifh fenators the 4 
difperfers of light, liberty, and {cience, . 
to the uttermoft parts of the earth: 3 
then will be glory to God on the 
higheft, on earth peace, and good-will 

to men :—Glory, honour, peace, &c. 

to every foul of man that worketh 

good, to the Britons firft, (becaufe to 

them the Gofpel is preached) and alfo 

to the nations. ‘ Thofe that honour 


* Grenville Sharp, Efq; the Reverend Thomas 
Clarkfon ; the Reverend James Ramfay ; our ap- 
proved friends, men of virtue, are an honour to 
their country, ornamental to human nature, happy 
sre sg in themfelves, and benefaétors,to mankind! 

i : ¢ their 
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© their Maker have mercy on the 
poor.’ ‘It is righteoufnefs exalteth a 
‘ nation; but fin is a reproach to any 
* people; deftruction fhall be to the 
‘ workers of iniquity, and the wicked 
“ fhall fall by their own wickednefs.’ 
May the bleffings of the Lord be upon 
the heads of all thofe who commiferated 
the cafes of the oppreffed negroes, and 
the fear of God prolong their days; 
and may their expectations be filled 
with gladnefs! ‘ The liberal devife li- 
§ beral things, and by liberal things fhall 
é ftand,’ Ifaiah xxxii. 8. They can fay 
with pious Job, ¢ Did not I weep for 
¢ him that was in trouble? was not my 
‘ foul grieved for the poor?’ Job xxx. 25. 

As the inhuman traffic of flavery is to 
be taken into the confideration of the 


Britith legiflature, I doubt not, if a 


fyftem of commerce was eftablithed in 
Africa, the demand for manufactures 
would moft rapidly augment, as the na~ 

| tive 
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tive inhabitants will infenfibly adopt the 
Britith fafhions, manners, cuftoms, &e. 
In proportion to the civilization, fo 


will be the confumption of Britifh-ma- 


nufactures. 

The wear and tear of a continent, 
nearly twice as large as Europe, and 
rich in vegetable and mineral produc- 
tions, is much eatier conceived than 
calculated, 

A cafe in point. It coft the Abo 
rigines of Britain little or: nothing in 
clothing, &c. The difference between 
their forefathers and the prefent gene- 
ration, in point of confumption, is 
literally infinite. The fuppofition is 
moft obvious. It will be equally im- 
menfe in Africa—-The fame caufe, viz. 
civilization, will ever have the fame 
effect: 

Tr is trading upon fafe grounds. A 
commercial intercourfe with Africa 


opens an inexhauftible fource of wealth 
to. 
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to the manufacturing interefts of Great 
Britain, and to all which the flave trade 
is an objection, 
{f I am not mifinformed, the manu- 
faGturing intereft is equal, if not fupe- 


rior, to the Janded intereft, as to the 


value, for reafons which will foon ap- 
“pear. The abolition of flavery, fo 
diabolical, will give a moft rapid exten- 
fion of manufactures, which 1s totally 
and diametrically oppofite to what fome 
intercfted people affert.” 
“The manufacturers of this country 
muft and will, in the nature and reafon 
of things, have a full and conftant em- 
ploy by fupplying the African mar- 
kets, u' rn 
Population, the bowels and’ furface 
of Africa, abound in valuable and ufe- 
ful returns; the hidden treafures of cen- 
turies will be brought to light and into. 
circulation. Induftry, enterprize, and 
mining, will have their full fcope, pro- 
_ portionably 
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portionably as they civilize. In a 
word, it lays open an endlefs field of 
commerce to the Britifh manufactures 
and merchant adventurer. ‘The manu- 
facturing intereft and the general inte- 
refts are fy nonymous. The abolition of 
flavery would be in reality an univerfal 
good, 

Tortures, murder, and every, other 
imaginable barbarity and iniquity, ‘are 
practifed upon the poor flaves with im- 
punity. I hope the flave trade will be 
abolifhed. I pray it may be an event 
at hand. The great body of manufac- 
turers, uniting in the caufe, will con- 
fiderably facilitate and expedite it; and, 
as I have already ftated, ‘it is moft fub- 
ftantially their intereft.and advantage, 
and as fuch the nation’s at large, (except 
thofe perfons concerned in the manu- 
facturing neck-yokes, collars, chains, 
hand-cuffs, leg-bolts, drags, thumb- 
{crews, | iron: muzzles, and coffins; cats, 
{courges, 
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fcourges, and other inftruments of tor- 
ture ufed in the flave trade). In a fhort 


time one fentiment alone will prevail, 
‘from motives of intereft as well as juftice 
and humanity. ~ Europe contains one 
hundred and twenty millions of inhabi- 
tants. Query—How many millions doth 
Africa contain? Suppofing the Afri- 
cans, colleétively and individually, to 
expend sl. a head in raiment and fur- 
niture yearly when civilized, &c. an 
immenfity beyond the reach of ima- 
gination ! 

This I conceive to be a theory 
founded upon faéts, and therefore an 
infallible one. If the blacks were per- 
mitted to remain in their own country,” 
they would double themfelves every 
fifteen years. In proportion to fuch 
sncreafe will be the demand for manu- 
factures. Cotton and indigo grow 


fpontaneoufly in moft parts of Africa; 
a confideration this of no {mall con- 
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fequence to the manufacturing towns of 
Great Baitain. It opens a moft im- 
menie, glorious, and happy profpedt— 
the clothing, &c. of a continent ten 
thoufand miles in circumference, and 
immenfely rich in productions of every 
denomination in return for manufac- 
tures. 3 | 

I have only therefore to requeft the 
_reader’s indulgence and conclude. I 
am far from the vanity of thinking there 
is any merit in this narrative: I hope 
cenfure will be fufpended, when it is 
confidered that it. was, written by one 
who was as unwilling as unable to adorn 
the plainnefs of truth by. the colouring 
of imagination, My life and fortune 
have been extremely chequered; and 
my adventures various. . Even thofe I 
have related are confiderabl y abridged. 
If any incident in this little work fhould 
appear uninterefting and trifling to 
moft readers, I. can only fay, as my 
excufe 
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excufe for mentioning it, that almoft 
every event of my life made an impref- 


fion on my mind and influenced my. 


condudt. I early accuftomed myfelf to 
look for the hand of God in the mi- 
nuteft occurrence, and to learn from it 
a leffon of morality and religion; and 
in this light every circumftance I have 
related wasto me of importance. After 
all, what makes any event important, 
unlefs by its obfervation we become 
better and wifer, and learn ‘ to do 
‘juftly, to love mercy, and to walk 
‘humbly before God?’ To thofe who 
are poffeffed of this fpirit, there is 
| f{earcely any book or incident fo trifling 
that does not afford fome profit, while 
to others the experience of ages feems 
of no ufe; and even to pour out to 
them the treafures of wifdom is throw~ 
ing the jewels of inftruction away. 
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